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Bismillahi-r-Rahmani-r-Raheem 





Innal Hamdu lillaah, Nahmadahu wa 
Nastaeenahu wa Nastaghfirahoo wa Natoobu 
Ilaah Wa Na' Awthoo billaahi min shurrooree 
anfusina wa min saiyaati amalina Mayahdee 
Tlaahu falaa mudhillalah, wa may yudhlil 
Tlaahu falaaHadeeya lah. 


Surely all praise and thanks are to Allah, we 
praise and thank Him and seek His help and 
ask His forgiveness and repent unto Him. 
And we seek refuge (help) in Allah from the 
evil within ourselves and the evil of our 
actions, He whom Allah guides none can lead 
astray, and he whom Allah misleads, none 
can guide. 


Narrated Abu Hurayrah :&: 


The Messenger of Allah # said: When Allah 
& created Paradise (Jannah), He said to 
Jibril: Go and look at it. He went and looked 
at it, then came and said: O my Lord! By Thy 
might, no one who hears of it will fail to enter 
it. 


He & then surrounded it with disagreeable 
things (hardships), and said: Go and look at 
it, Jibril. He went and looked at it, then came 
and said: O my Lord! By Thy might, I am 
afraid that no one will enter it. 


When Allah # created Hell, He said: Go and 
look at it, Jibril. He went and looked at it, 
then came and said: O my Lord! By Thy 
might, no one who hears of it will enter it. 





He & then surrounded it with desirable things (temptations) and said: 
Go and look at it, Jibril. He went, looked at it, then came and said: O 
my Lord! By Thy might and power, I am afraid that no one will 
remain who does not enter it. [Sunan Abi Dawud: Hasan Sahih] 


The path to paradise is full of hardships. You can not enter it without 
passing the test and trails of Duniya. So prepare yourselves brothers. 


Muadh Ibn Jabal &; said: “Knowledge is a comforting friend in times 
of loneliness, it is the best companion during travels, and it is the inner 
friend who speaks to you in your privacy. Knowledge is the discerning 
proof of what is right and what is wrong, and it is the positive force 
that will help you surmount the trials of comfort, as well as those of 
hardships. Knowledge is your most powerful sword against your 
enemy, and finally, it is your most dignifying raiment in the company 
of your close companions.’’s 


So seek beneficial knowledge oh my brothers and encourage others to 
do so. 


May Allah & accept us all and guide us to the path to paradise, 
which is the ultimate victory. Amin. 


Alhamdulillahi Rabbil ‘alamin. 
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Chapter 1 


A Description Of The People Of Para- 
dise And Of The Bliss That Is Found In 
Paradise 


Allah & said, 


“And those who kept their duties to their Lord 
(Al-Muttaqoon) will be led to Paradise in 
groups, till, when they reach it, and its gates 
will be opened (before their arrival for their 
reception) and its keepers will say: ‘Salamun 
Alaikum (peace be upon you)! You have done 
well, so enter here abide therein.” And they 
will say: ‘All the praises and thanks be to 
Allah who has fulfilled his promise to us and 
has made us inherit (this) land. We can dwell 
in paradise wherever we will; how excellent a 
reward for the (pious good) workers!’” 
{Qur’an 39: 73-74} 


And Allah & said: 


“And (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens), 
whose doors will be opened for them” 


{Qur’an 38:50} 


And Allah & said, 


“And angels shall enter unto them from every 
gate (saying): ‘Salamun ‘Alaikum (peace be 
upon you) for that you persevered in 
patience!’ Excellent indeed is the final home!” 


{Qur’an 13:23-24} 


When the believers reach the gate of Paradise, 
they will find it to be closed. Then they (look 
for someone to) intercede to Allah ‘Azza 
Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty), 
so that it is opened for them. 


In the Hadeeth of the horn it is mentioned that 
they will go to Adam x, then to Noah & , 
then to Ibraaheem & , then to Moosa & , and 
then to ‘Eesa & — with each one of them 
turning away from accepting (the task of 
interceding). Then they will go to the Messen- 
ger of Allal He will go and rap the ring of 
the gate of Paradise. The Keeper (of Paradise) 
will say, “Who?” He will say, “Muhammad.” 
He will say, “For you I have been ordered not 





to open to anyone before you.” Then he # will enter and 
intercede to Allah for the believers to enter the Abode of 
Honor. Allah will grant his intercession. Then he ¿$$ 
will be the first to enter Paradise from among the Proph- 
ets, and his nation will be the first to enter it from among 


the nations. 


The following is established in As-Saheeh: “I am the first 
to intercede (and have his intercession granted) for 
Paradise and the first to rap (at its Gate).” We will also 
relate the Hadeeth: “The key to Paradise is Laailaaha 
illallah (None has the right to be worshipped but Allah).” 


The Leader of the Believers, ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattaab &, , 
related that the Messenger of Allah $ said, “Whoever 
performs Wudoo (ablution), and performs it well, and 
then raises his gaze to the sky and says, ‘I bear witness 
that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah alone, 
and He has no partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad 
is His slave and Messenger,’ the eight gates of Paradise 
will be opened for him, and he may enter whichever one 
of them he wishes.” (Related by Ahmad, Muslim, and the 
Compilers of the “Sunan.”) 


Sahl ibn Sa‘ad reported that the Messenger of Allah $ 
said, “Verily, Paradise has a gate that is called 
Ar-Rayyaan. The fasting ones will be called to it on the 
Day of Resurrection. It will be said, ‘Where are the fasting 
ones?’ And after they enter it, it will be closed, and no one 
other than them will enter through it.” (Ahmad) 


Abu Hurairah :& related that the Messenger of Allah @ 
said, “Whoever spends two of the same kind from his 
wealth in the way of Allah, will be called from the gates of 
Paradise, and Paradise has eight gates. Whoever was from 
the people of prayer will be called from the gate of prayer. 
Whoever was from the people of charity, will be called 
from the gate of charity. And whoever was from the 
people of fasting will be called from the gate of 
Ar-Rayyaan.” Abu Bakr & said, “...Will anyone be called 
from all of them, O Messenger of Allah?” He # said, 
“Yes, and I hope that you will be from them.” (Ahmad) 


Bukhaaree and Muslim related it from the Hadeeth of 
Az-Zuhree from Abu Hurairah «& , and in the Hadeeth of 
Sufyaan from Abu Hurairah & . 


‘Utbah ibn ‘Abdullah As-Salamee said, “I heard the 
Messenger of Allah # say, “There is no Muslim who has 
three of his children die before they reach the age of 
Al-Hinth (puberty, i.e., adulthood in Islam), except that 
they will receive him from the eight gates of Paradise, 
from whichever of them he wishes.” (Related by ‘Abdul- 
lah ibn Imam Ahmad) ibn Maajah related it as well. 


The following is mentioned in a Hadeeth related by 
‘Utbah ibn ‘Abdullah As-Salamee «&; from the Prophet $} 
; in it the fighting of the sincere one, the fighting of the 
sinner, and fighting of the hypocrite (their fighting in 
battles against the enemies) are discussed. And in it he & 
said, “Paradise has eight gates, and verily, the sword is a 
Strong eraser of sins, but it does not erase hypocrisy.” 
(Related by Al-Baihaqee) 


In the Hadeeth of intercession, which is related by Abu 
Hurairah & , he & said, “Then Allah will say, ‘O 
Muhammad, make those from your nation who have 
no accountability upon them enter from Al-Baab 
Al-Ayman (the gate which is on the extreme right),’ 
and they will participate with the people in the other 


gates. And by the One Who has the soul of Muhammad 
in His Hand, the distance between two gates from the 
gates of Paradise — or between the two sides of Gate — 
is as the distance between Makkah and Hijr, or as the 
distance between Makkah and Basrah.” (Bukhaaree 
and Muslim) 





Khaalid ibn ‘Umair Al-‘Adwee related that ‘Utbah ibn 
Ghazwaan addressed the people, and after he praised and 
exalted Allah &, he said, “As for what follows: verily, the 
world is announcing its being cut off, and it has turned 
away, running. All that is left from it are remains like the 
remains of a container (after its contents have been 
consumed) — its owner will pour it out. Verily, you are 
moving from it to the abode that never passes away; then 
go with the best of your deeds. It has been mentioned to us 
that the distance between two gates from the gates of 
Paradise is the traveling distance of 40 years. And a day 
will come upon it that it (that area at the gates of Paradise) 
will be overfilled and crowded.” (Muslim) 


Mu‘aawiyah related from his father that the Messenger of 
Allah # said, “You are the completion of 70 nations — the 
last of them and the most honorable of them with Allah. 
And the distance between two gates of the gates of 
Paradise is the traveling distance of 40 years; and a day 
will come upon it (i.e. that area) that it will be overfilled.” 
(Ahmad) Al-Baihaqee related it through a different chain 
with the wording, “The traveling distance of 7 years.” 


And Allah & knows best. 


In Kitaab An-Naseehah, Abu Hurairah & related the 
following, which he ascribed to the Prophet $è : “Verily, 
in Paradise there is a gate that is called Ad-Duha. A caller 
will call out, ‘Where are the ones who would consistently 
perform the Ad-Duha prayer? This is your gate, so enter.” 
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The Names Of The Gates Of Paradise 


Al-Haleemee said, “Among the gates of Paradise are 
these: the gate of Muhammad # , and it is the gate of 
repentance; the gate of the prayer; the gate of Fasting; the 
gate of Zakaat (compulsory charity); the gate of charity; 
the gate of Hajj; the gate of ‘Umrah (smaller pilgrimage); 
the gate of Jihaad; the gate of Silah (i.e. of joining ties 
with relatives),” and others have added, “The gate of 
Al-Kaadhimeen (those who control their anger); the gate 
of Ar-Raadeen (1.e., those who are pleased with Allah and 
His Divine Decree); and the gate of Al-Aiman (extreme 
right) — those will enter through it that have no account- 
ability upon them.” As for the gate that in width is the 
distance of three days for the good rider (as is related by 
At-Tirmidhee), Al-Qurtubee mentioned that it is the 13th 
gate. And Allah & knows best. 


The Key To Paradise Is The Testimony Of “None 
Has The Right To Be Worshipped But Allah And 
Muhammad Is The Messenger Of Allah,” And 
Righteous Deeds Are The Teeth Of That Key 


Mu‘aadh ibn Jabal :& reported that the Messenger of 
said, “The key to Paradise is the testimony of 

‘None has the right to be worshipped but Allah (Laa- 

ilaaha illallah).’” (Related by Al-Hasan ibn ‘Arafah) 


In Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, it was said to Wahb ibn 
Munabbah, “Is not, ‘None has the right to be 


worshipped but Allah (Laailaaha illallah) the key to 
Paradise?’” He said, “Yes, but if you come with a key 
that has teeth, it will be opened for you; otherwise, it 
will not be opened for you.” This means that along 
with Tawheed (Islamic Monotheism) one must also 
come with good deeds the performance of acts of obedi- 
ence and the avoidance of forbidden acts. 





The Mention Of Different Places In Paradise As 
Well As Of Their Elevation And Vastness 


Allah & said: 


“But for him who fears the standing before his Lord there 
will be two Gardens (i.e., in Paradise). Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny? 
With spreading branches. Then which of the blessings of 
your Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny? In them 
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(both) will be two springs flowing (free). Then which of 
the blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) 
deny? In them (both) will be every kind of fruit in pairs. 
Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
(jinn and men) deny? Reclining upon the couches lined 
with silk brocade, and the fruits of the two Gardens will be 
near at hand. Then which of the blessings of your Lord 
will you both (jinn and men) deny? Wherein both will be 
Qasirat-ut-Tarf (chaste females (wives) restraining their 
glances, desiring none but their husbands), with whom no 
man or jinn has had Tamth (1.e., opening their hymens 
with sexual intercourse) before them. Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny? 
(In beauty) they are like rubies and coral. Then which of 
the blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) 
deny? Is there any reward for good other than good? Then 
which of the blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn 
and men) deny? And besides these two, there are two 
other Gardems (i.e. Paradise). Then which of the blessings 
of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny? Dark 
green (in color). Then which of the blessings of your Lord 
will you both (jinn and men) deny? In them (both) will be 
two springs gushing forth. Then which of the blessings of 
your Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny? In them 
(both) will be fruits, and date palms and pomegranates. 
Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
(jinn and men) deny? Therein (Gardens) will be Khairatun 
Hisan (fair (wives) good and beautiful). Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny? 
Hoor (beautiful, fair females) guarded in pavilions; Then 
which of the blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn 
and men) deny? With whom no man or jinni has had 
Tamth (i.e., opened their hymens with sexual intercourse) 
before them. Then which of the blessings of your Lord 
will you both (jinn and men) deny? Reclining on green 
cushions and rich beautiful mattresses. Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny? 
Blessed be the name of your Lord (Allah), the Owner of 
Majesty and Honor” {Qur’an 55:46-78} 


Abu Bakr ibn Moosa Al-Ash‘aree related from his father 
®, that the Messenger of Allah # said, “Two Gardens (in 
Paradise) are from gold, including their utensils and that 
which is in them. And two Gardens are from silver, includ- 
ing their utensils and that which is in them. And there is 
nothing between the people and between them looking at 
their Lord ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and 
Majesty) except for the robe of Al-Kibriyaa (Grandeur 
and Glory) on His Countenance in the Garden of ‘Adan 
(Eden).” (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


In another narration, Abu Moosa Al-Ash‘aree : related 
that the Messenger of Allah “ said, “Two Gardens (in 


Paradise) are of gold for the Saabiqeen (those who are 
foremost in the Islamic faith of Monotheism and in 
performing righteous deeds in the life of this world on the 
very first call for them to embrace Islam), and two 
Gardens are of silver for the Ashaabul-Yameen (those on 
the Right, i.e., the pious true believers of Islamic Monothe- 
ism).” (Related by Al-Baihaqee) 


Anas Ibn Maalik # related that Umm Haaritha «& went to 
the Messenger of Allah $ , after Haaritha (her son) 
died on the Day of Badr. A Gharb arrow hit him (i.e., it 
was not known who released the arrow that killed him; a 
Stray arrow). She # said, “O Messenger of Allah, you 
indeed know the place that Haaritha has in my heart. If he 
is in Paradise, I will not cry over him; otherwise, you will 
indeed see what I will do.” He # said to her, “Is it one 
Garden (in Paradise) or is it many Gardens (in Paradise)? 
And verily, he is in Al-Firdaus Al-‘Alaa (The highest 
Station in Paradise).” (Bukhaaree) 


Few Deeds In The Way Of Allah (Fi Sabilillah) Are 
Better Than The World And That Which Is In It, 
And The Smallest Thing In Paradise Is Better 
Than The World And That Which Is In It 


And he # said, “An excursion during the beginning of the 
day in the way of Allah or an excursion at the end of the 
day (in the way of Allah) is better than the world and that 
which is in it. The length of one of your arms or the place 
where one’s foot (stands on in Paradise) is better than the 
world and all that is in it. And were a woman from the 
women of Paradise to appear to the inhabitants of the 
heavens and the earth, she would have illuminated what is 
between them (between the heavens and the earth) and she 
would have filled what is between them with fragrance. 
And her Naseef - meaning her veil — is better than the 
world and all that is in it.” (Bukhaaree) 


And in another narration from Qataadah, he # said, 
“Al-Firdaus is the elevated land of Paradise, and (it is) its 
middle area, and its best area.” At-Tabaraanee related this 
from the Hadeeth of Sa‘eed Ibn Bishr. 

And Allah 8 said: 

“In a lofty Paradise” {Qur’an 69:22} 

And Allah 8 said: 

“For such are high ranks (in the Hereafter)” 


{Qur’an 20:75} 


And Allah & said: “And march forth in the way (which 
leads to) forgiveness from your Lord, and for Paradise as 
wide as the heavens and the earth, prepared for the Al-Mut- 
taqun (the pious)” {Qur’an 3:133} 


And Allah &: said: “Race with one another in hastening 
towards forgiveness from your Lord (Allah), and Paradise 
the width whereof is as the width of the heavens and the 
earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah and his 
Messengers. That is the Grace of Allah , which he bestows 
on whom He is pleased with. And Allah is the Owner of 
Great Bounty.” {Qur’an 57:21} 


Abu Hurairah & reported that the Prophet 
“Whoever believes in Allah and His Messenger, estab- 
lishes the prayer, and fasts Ramadan, then it is a right 
upon Allah to admit him into Paradise, regardless of 
whether he migrated in the way of Allah or sat in the 
land that he was born in.” They said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, will you not inform the people?” He said, “In 
Paradise there are 100 degrees (stations, rankings), 
which Allah prepared from those who fought in His 
Way. Between each degree and the next is as the 
distance between the sky and the earth. Then when 
you ask Allah, ask Him for Al-Firdaus, for it is the 
middle of Paradise and the highest part of Paradise, 
and above it is the Throne of the Most Merciful, and 
from it the rivers of Paradise are made to gush forth — 
or gush forth (Abu ‘Aaamir, one of the narrators, is 
the one who doubted).” (Ahmad) And Bukhaaree relat- 
ed a Hadeeth through a different chain and with a 
similar meaning. 





Al-firdaus Is The Highest Level In Paradise; 
Prayer And Fasting Necessitate The Forgiveness 
Of Allah ‘Azza Wa-jall (To Him Belongs Might 
And Majesty) 


Mu‘aadh Ibn Jabal # related that he heard the Messenger 
of Allah #: say, “Whoever prays these five prayers and 
fasts Ramadan — (the narrator says,) ‘I do not know wheth- 
er he mentioned the Zakaat or not?’ — then it is a right 
upon Allah to forgive him, regardless of whether he 
migrated or whether he sat (i.e. Stayed) where his mother 
gave him birth.” Mu‘aadh & said, “I said, ‘ʻO Messenger 
of Allah, should I not go out and inform the people?’ He 
said, “No, leave the people to work, for there are 100 
levels in Paradise, and the distance between one level and 
the next is like the distance between the heavens and the 
earth. And the highest of those levels is the Firdaus, and 
over it is the Throne. It (Firdaus) is the most middle part 
of Paradise, and from it the rivers of Paradise gush forth. 
So when you ask Allah, ask Him for the Firdaus.” (Relat- 
ed by Abul-Qaasim At-Tabaraanee) At-Tirmidhee related 
the same, but through a different chain of narrators. And 
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Ibn Maajah also related it with another chain, but his narra- 
tion is a shortened version. 


It Is From Al-Firdaus That The Rivers Of Para- 
dise Gush Forth 


‘Ubaadah ibn As-Saamit & related that the Prophet 
$ said, “Paradise is 100 levels; between each level and 
the next is the distance of 100 years.” Ibn ‘Affaan said, 
“Like the distance between the heavens and the earth, 
and the Firdaus is the highest of them in degree, and 
from it the four rivers (of Paradise) emerge. And the 
Throne is above it. So when you ask Allah, ask Him for 
Al-Firdaus.” (Ahmad) At-Tirmidhee related it 
through a different chain of narrators. 


The said description is only suitable for something that 
is dome- shaped, for the highest part of a dome is also 
the most middle part of it. And Allah knows best. 





The Levels Of Paradise Differ, And None Knows 
The Degree Of Those Differences Except For 
Allah, The Lord Of All That Exists 


Abu Hurairah # reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Paradise is 100 levels; the distance between one of 
those levels and the one that follows it is equal to the 
distance of 500 years.” (Related by Abu Bakr ibn Abee 
Daawood) At-Tirmidhee related it through a different 
chain with the wording, “The distance between one level 
and the next is 100 years.” He then said, “This Hadeeth is 
Hasan Saheeh,” 


Abu Sa‘eed # related that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Paradise is 100 levels; were all that exists to gather 
in one of them, it would be spacious enough for them.” 
(Related by Al-Haafiz Abu Ya’laa) At- Tirmidhee and 
Ahmad related it as well. 


A Mention Of What The Dweller Of Paradise 
With The Lowest Ranking Will Receive And What 
The One With The Highest Ranking Will Receive 
In Terms Of A Vast And Huge Territory 


Allah said: “And when you look there (in Paradise), 
you will see a delight (that cannot be imagined), and a 


great dominion” {Qur’an 76:20} 


As for the last person to enter Paradise from the Prophet’s 
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nation, we have already related the narration of ‘Ilqimah 
ibn Mas‘ood from the Prophet # , in which is the follow- 
ing: “Are you not pleased that for you is the equivalent of 
the world and ten times more?” (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


The following is a Hadeeth that Ibn ‘Umar #} ascribed to 
the Prophet $ : “Verily, the dweller of Paradise who has 
the lowest ranking therein is one who will look at his 
gardens, his bliss, and his servants from the distance of 
1000 years. And the most honorable of them (of the dwell- 
ers of Paradise) with Allah is one who will look at His 
Countenance (the Countenance of Allah) in the beginning 
of the day and at the end of the day.” He # then recited 
this Verse: 


“Some faces that Day shall be Nadirah (shinning and 
radiant), looking at their Lord (Allah)” {Qur’an 75:22, 
23} (Ahmad) 


In another narration, Ibn ‘Umar & reported that the 
Messenger of Allah said, “The dweller of Paradise who 
is least in ranking will look at a territory that is 2000 years 
(in distance). He will see its furthest point just as he sees 
its nearest point. He will see his wives and his servants. 
And the best of them (dwellers of Paradise) in ranking is 
one who will look at the countenance of Allah twice every 
day.” (Ahmad) At-Tirmidhee related it through a different 
chain. 


The following narration is related from Al-Mugheerah ibn 
Sho’bah :& through ‘Abdul-Malik ibn Sa‘eed ibn Abjar 
and Mutarraf (Ibn Abjar said that it is a saying of the 
Prophet # whereas Mutarraf did not): “Moosa said, ‘O 
my Lord, inform me of the dweller of Paradise who is the 
lowest in ranking.’ He said, ‘Yes, he is a man who will 
come after the people have settled in their abodes and 
after they have taken what was for them to take. It will be 
said to him: enter Paradise. Then he will say, ‘O my Lord, 
how can I enter it when the people have settled in their 
abodes and have taken what is for them to take?’ He will 
say to him, ‘Does it not please you that you should have 
the equivalent of what a king from the kings of the earth 
had?’ He will say, ‘I am pleased, O my Lord.’ He will say, 
‘For you is what is equivalent and what is equivalent (a 
second time (i.e., twice as much)).’ (Sufyaan, one of the 
narrators, intertwined his five fingers). He will say, ‘I am 
pleased, O my Lord.’ Then Moosa said, ‘O my Lord, then 
inform me of the dweller of Paradise who is highest in 
ranking.’ He said, ‘Yes, they are the ones I wanted (to tell 
you about), and I will inform you about them. I planted 
their honor (i.e., the honor and reward they will receive) 
with My Hands, and then I stamped a seal over it. Then no 
eye has seen (it), no ear has heard (of it), and it has not 


been thought of (or fathomed) by the heart of a human 
being.’” (Related by Muslim and At-Tabaraanee, and the 
wording here is that of At-Tabaraanee) 


And the confirmation of that is in the Book of Allah % : 
“No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as 
a reward for what they used to do.” {Qur’an 32:17} 


Abu Hurairah &; reported that the Prophet $ said, “Allah 
‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) said, 
‘I have prepared for My righteous slaves that which no 
eye has seen, which no ear has heard, and which has not 
occurred to the heart of any human being.’” (Related by 
Bukhaaree and Muslim, and the wording here is that of 
Muslim) 


The confirmation of this is in Allah’s Book: 
“No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as 
a reward for what they used to do.” {Qur’an 32:17. 


Sahl ibn Sa’ad # said, “I attended a gathering of the 
Messenger of Allah # in which he # described Paradise, 
until he finished. At the end of his Hadeeth (talk), he $ 
said, ‘In it is that which no eye has seen, which no ear has 
heard, and which has not occurred to the heart of any 
human being.” He # then recited this Verse: 


“Their sides forsake their beds, to invoke their Lord in 
fear and hope, and they spend (in charity in Allah’s cause) 
out of what We have bestowed on them. No person knows 
what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward for what 
they used to do.” {Qur’an 32:16,17} (Ahmad) 


A Mention Of The Rooms Of Paradise, Their 
Elevation, Vastness, And Hugeness; We Ask Allah 
From His Grace To Grant It To Us From The 
Great Abundance Of His Favors 


Allah & said: “But those who fear their Lord (Allah #) 
and keep their duty to Him, for them are built lofty rooms, 
one above another under which rivers flow (i.e. Paradise). 
(This is) the Promise of Allah : and Allah does not fail in 
(His) Promise.” {Qur’an 39:20} 


And Allah % said: “As for such, there will be twofold 
reward for what they did, and they will reside in the high 
dwellings (Paradise) in peace and security” {Qur’an 
34:37} 


Abu Sa’eed :& reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Verily, the dwellers of Paradise will look from afar 
at the insides of the rooms of those above them just as they 
see — or you see — a glistening star that is going away in 


the horizon, from the east or the west, due to the disparity 
between them.” They said, “O Messenger of Allah, those 
are the stations of the Prophets, which none other than 
them shall reach?” He $ said, “No, by the One Who has 
my soul in His Hand, they are the stations of the Prophets 
and the stations of men who have faith in Allah and who 
believe in the Messengers.” (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


Also in As-Saheeh, Sahl ibn Sa’eed «& reported that the 
Messenger of Allah # said, “The people of Paradise will 
see (those above them in ranking) from afar just as you see 
from afar — or just as you see — a glistening star that is 
going away in the horizon of the sky.” 


Abu Hurairah # reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Verily, the people of Paradise will see from afar 
(those above them in ranking) just as you see from afar — 
or see — the glistening star that is going away in the 
horizon — that is due to the disparity in levels.” They said, 
“O Messenger of Allah, they are the Prophets (who are 
seen in that manner)?” He # said, “Yes, and by the One 
Who has my soul in His Hand, and people who have faith 
in Allah and who believe in the Messengers.” (Ahmad) 


The Abodes In Paradise Of Those Who Love One 
Another For Allah & 


Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudree & reported that the Messen- 
ger of Allah # said, “Verily, the rooms in Paradise of 
those who love one another for Allah will be seen like 


the rising star — the Eastern or the western. Then it will 
be said, ‘Who are these?’ It will be said, ‘Those who 
love one another for Allah.’” (Alhmad) 





The following is a Hadeeth related by Abu Sa‘eed & , 
who ascribed it to the Prophet # : “Verily, the people of 
‘Tlliyeen (refer to Qur’an, 83:18) will be seen by those 
other than them just as they (i.e., people now) see a star in 
the horizon of the sky. And verily, Abu Bakr : and ‘Umar 
, are from them (1.e., from those who are seen in that 
manner).” (Related by ‘Atiyyah) 


A Mention Of The Highest Station In Paradise; It 
Is The Al-waseelah Therein — The Station Of The 
Messenger Of Allah 2: 


Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah 2 related that the Messenger of 
Allah # said, “Upon hearing the call (to Prayer (Aad- 
haan)), whoever says, ‘O Allah, Owner of this perfect call 
and Owner of this prayer to be performed, bestow upon 
Muhammad Al-Waseelah, and Al-Fadeelah (A rank above 
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all of creation) and the station of praise, which You have 
promised him. Verily, You never fail in Your promise,’ the 
intercession becomes a right for him on the Day of Resur- 
rection.” (Bukhaaree) 


‘Amr ibn Al-‘Aas «& reported that he heard the Prophet 
say, “When you hear the Muadhdhin (the caller to prayer), 
then say the same as he says, and then send prayers upon 
me, for whoever sends a prayer upon me, Allah will send 
ten prayers upon him. Then ask Allah # to grant me the 
Al-Waseelah, for whoever ask Allah to give me the 
Al-Waseelah, the intercession becomes a right for him.” 
(Muslim) 


Al-waseelah Is The Highest Level In Paradise; 
None Will Achieve It Except For The Messenger Of 
Allah & 


Abu Hurairah & reported that the Messenger of Allah 
said, “When you send prayers upon me, then ask 
Allah to grant me Al- Waseelah.” They said, “O 


Messenger of Allah, and what is Al- Waseelah?” H 
said, “The highest level in Paradise. Only one man will 
attain it, and I hope to be him.” (Ahmad) 





Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudree reported that the Messenger of 
Allah # said, “Al-Waseelah is a level with Allah, and 
there is no level that is higher than it, so ask Allah to grant 
me Al-Waseelah.” (Ahmad) 


Ibn ‘Abbaas 2 reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Ask Allah to bestow upon me Al-Waseelah, for no 
slave asks it for me in the world, except that I will be an 
intercessor or witness — for him on the Day of Resurrec- 
tion.” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) 


The Structures Of The Castles Of Paradise: What 
Are They Made Of? 


Abu Hurairah # said, “We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
when we see you, our hearts soften and we become from 
the people of the Hereafter. But when we part from you, 
the world pleases us and we smell (i.e., take delight in, or 
are diverted by) our wives and children.’” He said, “Had 
you been at all times upon the state you are upon when 
you are with me, the angels would have shaken your 
hands with their hands, and they would have visited you in 
your houses. And were you not to sin, then Allah would 
bring a people who would sin, so that He would forgive 
them.” Abu Hurairah ; said, “We said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, speak to us about Paradise. What is its building 
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material?” He $ said, “A stone of silver and a stone of 
gold, and its Milaat (cement used between stones in the 
construction of buildings) is musk (best kind of perfume). 
Its pebbles are pearls and ruby. And its soil is saffron. He 
who enters it will be in bliss and will never become wretch- 
ed; he will live forever and never die; his garment will not 
wear out, and his youth will never go away.” (Ahmad) 


And At-Tirmidhee related it through a different chain of 
narrators, and he then said, “Hasan.” 

Anas # reported that the Messenger of Allah said, 
“Allah created the Garden of ‘Adan (Eden, in Paradise) 
with His Hand- a stone of white pearl, a stone of ruby, and 
a stone of green aquamarine. Its Milaat (cement used 
between stones in the construction of buildings) is musk 
(best kind of perfume) and its pebbles are pearls. And its 
grass (herbage) is saffron. Then He said to it (to Paradise), 
‘Speak,’ and it said: 


“Successful indeed are the believers” {Qur’an 23:1} 


Then Allah said, “By My Glory and Majesty, no miserly 
person will be near Me in you.” Then the Messenger of 
Allah # recited: 


“And whosoever is saved from his own covetousness, 
then they are the successful ones” {Qur’an 64:16} 


Abu Bakr ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa related this narration. 


Ibn ‘Umar & said, “The Messenger of Allah was asked 
about Paradise, and he said, ‘Whoever enters Paradise 
lives and never dies, and he remains in a state of bliss and 
never becomes wretched. His garment never wears out 
and his youth never passes away.’ It was said, ‘O Messen- 
ger of Allah, how is its construction?’ He # said, ‘A stone 
of gold and a stone of silver, and its Milaat (cement used 
between stones in the construction of buildings) is musk 
(best kind of perfume), and its pebbles are pearls and ruby. 
And its soil is saffron.” (Related by Abu Bakr ibn 
Mirdawai) 


Abu Sa‘eed # reported that the Prophet # said, “Allah 
created Paradise — a stone from gold and a stone from 
silver, and its Milaat (cement used between stones in the 
construction of buildings) is Misk (best kind of perfume). 
He then said to it (i.e., to Paradise), ‘Speak’, and it said, 
{Successful indeed are the believers.} (Qur’an 23:1). 
Then the angels said, “Blessed are you as a station for the 
kings.” (Related by Al-Bazzaar) Al-Baihagee and others 
related that Allah % said, “Blessed are you as a station for 
the kings.” Wahb related it as a saying not of the Prophet 


3$ , but of Abu Sa‘eed & . 


Anas & a related the following narration, which he 
ascribed to the Prophet : “Verily, Allah created 
Al-Firdaus with His Hand, and He made it forbidden 


upon every Mushrik (one who associates partners with 
Allah in worship) and every heavy drinker who is 
addicted to alcohol.” (Related by Daawood Ibn Abee 
Hind) 


Ibn ‘Umar &; said, “It was said to the Messenger of Allah, 
‘How is the construction of Paradise?’ He # said, ‘A 
Stone of silver and a stone of gold, and its Milaat (cement 
used between stones in the construction of buildings) is 
musk (best kind of perfume). And its pebbles are pearls 
and rubies. And its soil is saffron.’” (Related by Abu Bakr 
ibn Abee Shaibah) 


Al-Milaat is the cement that is used between stones in the 
construction of buildings, so that they are joined to one 
another. 


Faatimah & reported that she said to the Prophet 2 , 
“Where is our mother, Khadeejah?” He > said, “In a 
house of Qasab (hollow canes made of pearls), wherein 
there is neither useless speech nor fatigue. (She is) 
between Maryam and Aasiyah, the wife of Fir‘aun.”... He 
$ said, “No, it is from a cane that is arranged with Durr 
(pearls), Lulu (pearls), and rubies.” (Related by 
At-Tabaraanee) This Hadeeth is Ghareeb, but there is a 
Hadeeth in As-Saheeh that attests to it: “Verily, Allah 
ordered me to give Khadeejah glad tidings of a house in 
Paradise from Qasab (hollow canes made of pearls), with 
no loud noises in it and no fatigue.” 


Some scholars have said that her house is made of canes 
of pearls because she achieved superiority when she 
believed in the Messenger of Allah < at the very begin- 
ning, when Allah sent him as a Prophet (i.e. at the time 
of the first Revelation), as is established in the Hadeeth 
about the beginning of Prophethood. She was the first to 
believe. After seeing what he saw and informing Khadee- 
jah & of it, the Prophet $} said, “I fear for my mind.” She 
& said, “No, by Allah, Allah will never humiliate you. 
Verily, you join ties of relation, you are truthful in speech, 
you carry the burden of the poor, you earn for the one who 
has nothing, and you help (others) in the vicissitudes of 
time.” 


As for the mention of Maryam (alayhas salam) and 
Aasiyah (alayhas salam) in this Hadeeth, it is an indica- 
tion that the Messenger of Allah # will marry them in the 
Hereafter. Some have attempted to derive that from the 
Qur’an in the Chapter: 


“O prophet! Why do you forbid (for yourself...” {Qur’an 
66:1} 





and the Verse: 
“Previously married ones and virgins” {Qur’an 66:5} 


Then Aasiyah (alayhas salam) and Maryam (alayhas 
salam) are mentioned at the end of the Chapter. This 
interpretation is related from Al-Baraa ibn ‘Aazib and 
other from our predecessors. And Allah knows best. 


‘Alee ibn Abee Taalib # reported that the Messenger of 
Allah # said, “Verily, in Paradise there are rooms, the 
outsides of which can be seen from their insides, and the 
insides of which can be seen from the outsides.” It was 
said to the Messenger of Allah $ , “Who are they for?” 
He * said, “For one who has good speech, who feeds 
others, who is consistent in fasting, and who prays at night 
while the people are sleeping.” (Related by Abu Bakr ibn 
Abee Daawood) At-Tirmidhee related it through another 
chain of narrators, and he said, “Ghareeb.” 


Abu Maalik Al-Ash‘aree # reported that the Messenger 
of Allah # said, “Verily, in Paradise there are rooms, the 
outsides of which can be seen from their insides, and the 
insides of which can be seen from their outsides. Allah 
prepared them for the one who feeds others, who consis- 
tently fasts, who prays at night while others are sleeping.” 
(Related by At-Tabaraanee) 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr «& reported that the Prophet # said, 
“Verily, in Paradise there are rooms, the outside of which 
can be seen from their insides, and the insides of which 
can be seen from their outsides.” Abu Maalik Al-Ash‘aree 
®, said, “Who are they for, O Messenger of Allah?” He & 
said, “For the one who has good speech, who feeds others, 
who spends the night standing (in prayer) while the people 
are sleeping.” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) About the chain 
of this narration, Al-Haafidh Ad-Diyaa said, “With me, 
this chain is Hasan.” 


In some Ahaadeeth it is related that the castle (in Paradise) 
will be made from one pearl, including its gates, its sides, 
and its roof. And in another Hadeeth, “The roofs of 
Paradise are light, which shine like bright lightning. Were 
it not that Allah made their eyesight firm, it (that light) 
would nearly have snatched their eyesight away.” 


Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah &; said, “The Messenger of Allah $} 
said to us, ‘Should I not speak to you about the rooms of 
Paradise?’ We said, ‘Yes, O Messenger of Allah $ — our 
mothers and fathers as ransom for you.’ He # said, 
“Verily, in Paradise there are rooms made of all the differ- 
ent kinds of jewels. The outsides of those rooms are seen 
from their insides, and their insides are seen from their 
outsides. In them is such bliss, and delights, and Shufoof 
(literally, sheerness) that no eye has seen and no ear has 
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heard.’ We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, and who are these 
rooms for?’ He $ said, ‘For he who spreads As-Salaam 
(greetings of peace), who feeds others, who consistently 
fasts, and who prays at night while others are sleeping.’ 
We said, ‘ʻO Messenger of Allah, and who is able to do 
that?’ He # said, ‘My nation is able to do that. And I shall 
inform you thereof. Whoever meets his brother, extends 
greetings of peace to him, and then is responded to in like 
manner by him, then he has spread As-Salaam (greetings 
of peace). Whoever feeds his dependants and his family 
until he fills them, then he has fed others. Whoever fasts 
Ramadan and three days from every month, then he has 
consistently fasted. Whoever prays the last ‘Eesha prayer 
and prays the Morning prayer in congregation, then he has 
prayed at night while the people are sleeping — (the people 
being) the Jews, the Christians, and the Majoos.” (Related 
by Al-Baihaqee) Then Al-Baihaqee said, “This chain is 
not strong, but its two chains strengthen one another.” And 
Allah knows best. Al-Baihagee said, “It has been related 
in another chain from Jaabir 4 .” 


‘Umraan ibn Husain 4# and Ubai «, said, “The Messen- 
ger of Allah # was asked about this verse: 


“Beautiful mansions in Gardens of ‘Adn (Eden 
Paradise).” {Qur’an 9:72} 

He & said, “A castle made of pearls, and in that castle 
there are 70 abodes made of rubies. In each abode there 
are 70 houses made of green emeralds. In each house there 
is a bed, and upon every bed there are 70 mattresses, from 
every color. And upon every mattress there is a wife from 
the Hur Al-‘Een (fair maidens of Paradise, who have 
wide, beautiful eyes). In every house there are 70 tables, 
and upon every table there are 70 colors of food. In every 
house there are 70 female servants...” (Related by Al-Baih- 
aqee) This Hadeeth is Ghareeb. 


‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Zaid ibn Aslam related from his 
father that the Messenger of Allah # said, “A single man 
will achieve a castle made of one pearl, and in that castle 
there are 70 rooms. In each room, there is a wife from the 
Hoor Al-‘Een (fair maidens of Paradise, who have wide, 
beautiful eyes). In each room there are 70 doors, and a 
fragrance from the fragrances of Paradise enters through 
each door, and each fragrance is different than any 
fragrance that enters through the other door(s).” He then 
recited: 


“No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as 
a reward for what they used to do” {Qur’an 32:17} 


(Related by ‘Abdullah ibn Wahb) Imam Ahmad related it 
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through Hasan. 


Anas ibn Maalik & related the following narration, 
which he ascribed to the Prophet =; : “Verily, there are 
rooms in Paradise that have no suspensions above 
them and no pillars underneath them.” It was said, “O 
Messenger of Allah, and how will its inhabitants enter 


said, “They will enter them in the 
likeness of birds.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, 
who are they for?” He 2 said, “For the people of 
diseases, hunger, and affliction.” (Related by Al-Qur- 
tubee) 





The Mention Of Pavilions In Paradise 
Allah & said: 


“Hoor (beautiful, fair females) guarded in pavilions; 
Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
(jinn and men deny)?” {Qur’an 55:72,73} 


Abu Moosa Al-Ash‘aree & reported that the Messenger 
of Allah $ said, “Verily, for the believer in Paradise there 
is a pavilion made ofa single, hallow pearl. Its length is 60 
miles. The believer has wives that he goes to, from one to 
the other, yet they (the wives) do not see one another.” 
(Related by Bukhaaree and Muslim, and the wording is 
that of Muslim) And in a narration of Bukhaaree, “30 
miles,” is mentioned. 


Ibn ‘Abbaas :& said, “The pavilion is made from a hollow 
pearl. Its length is a league, and its width is a league. And 
it has 1000 doors of gold. Around it are round tents that 
are 50 leagues. He will be entered upon from every door 
as a gift from Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might 
and Majesty). And that is the saying of Allah &: : 


“And angels shall enter unto them from every gate” 
{Qur’an 13:23} 


(Related by Abu Bakr ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 


Ibn Al-Mubaarak related that ibn ‘Abbaas « said, “The 
pavilion is made of a hollow pearl — one league by one 
league. It has 1000 shutters of gold.” Qataadah related that 
Abu Ad-Dardaa 8; said, “The pavilion is a single pearl. It 
has seventy doors, each of which is from pearl.” 


Mention Of The Soil In Paradise 


In the Hadeeth of Al-Mai‘raaj (the Prophet’s ascension to 
the heavens), Abu Dharr # reported that the Messenger 
of Allah # said, “I was made to enter Paradise, and in it 
are stones (or falls) of pearls, and its soil is musk (best 
kind of perfume).” (Related by Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


Abu Sa‘eed :& reported that the Messenger of Allah $} 
asked Ibn Saaid about the soil of Paradise. He said, “It is 
pure white flour, pure musk (best kind of perfunme).” 
Then the Messenger of Allah $ said, “He has spoken the 
truth.” (Ahmad) Ahmad related it again through another 
chain, through which Muslim related it as well. 


In another narration from Muslim, Abu Sa‘eed :& report- 
ed that ibn Sayyaad asked the Prophet “ about the soil of 
Paradise, and he # said, “It is pure white flour, pure 
musk.” (Ahmad) 


Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah # related that the Messenger of 
Allah # said regarding the Jews, “I will indeed ask them 
about the soil of Paradise, and it is pure white flour.” He 
# asked them, and they said, “It is bread, O Abu Al-Qaas- 
im.” And the Messenger of Allah #} said, “Bread is from 
pure white flour.” (Ahmad) 


In regard to the description of the construction in Paradise, 
we have already related the Hadeeth of Abu Hurairah & , 
Ibn ‘Umar & , and others as well, that: “Its Milaat 
(cement used between stones in building) is musk (best 
kind of perfume). Its pebbles are pearls and ruby. And its 
soil is saffron.” 


In the (Arabic) language, Milaat refers to the cement that 
is used between the two stems (or pillars) of a building; 
the wall is plastered with it. Perhaps the soil in some 
places of Paradise is musk (best kind of perfume), and in 
other places of Paradise it is saffron. And Allah knows 
best. 


In spite of this hugeness and vastness, the Prophet “ said 
the following in a previously mentioned Hadeeth related 
by Anas 4 : “An arm-length of one of you or the place of 
his foot (in Paradise) is better than the world and all that is 
in it.” 


Abu Hurairah # reported that the Messenger of Allah 2: 
said, “The space in Paradise equal to the measure of one 
of your whips is better than the sky and the earth.” 
(Ahmad) This Hadeeth fulfills the conditions of Bukhaa- 
ree and Muslim. 


‘Aamir ibn S‘ad ibn Abee Waqqaas — Sulaimaan, one of 
the narrators said, ‘I do not know except that he related it 


to me from his father &’ — (related) that the Messenger of 
Allah said, “Were the smallest amount of light in 
Paradise to appear to the world, it would adorn what is 
between the sky and the earth.” (Related by Ibn Wahb) 


The Rivers Of Paradise, Its Trees, And Its Fruits 
Allah & said: 

“Under which rivers flow” {Qur’an 2:25} 

And Allah & said: 

“Rivers flowing under them” {Qur’an 7:43} 

And Allah & said: 


“The description of Paradise which the Muttaqun (the 
pious) have been promised is that in it are rivers of water 
the taste and smell of which are not changed; river of milk 
of which the taste never changes; rivers of wine delicious 
to those who drink; and rivers of clarified honey (clear and 
pure) therein for them is every kind of fruit; and forgive- 
ness from their Lord” {Qur’an 47:15} 


And Allah & said: 


“The description of the Paradise which the Muttaqoon 
(the pious) have been promised: underneath it rivers flow, 
its provision is eternal and so is its shade; this is the end 
(final destination) of the Muttaqoon (the pious), and the 
end (final destination) of the disbelievers is Fire” {Qur’an 
13:35} 


Hakeem ibn Mu‘aawiyah ibn Abee Bahz related from his 
father that he heard the Messenger of Allah # say, “In 
Paradise there is a sea of milk; a sea of water; a sea of 
honey; and a sea of wine. Then the breaking away of the 
rivers from them is after that.” (Ahmad) At- Tirmidhee 
related it through another chain and said, “Hasan Saheeh.” 


Abu Bakr ibn Qais related from his father that the 
Messenger of Allah # said, “You think that the rivers 
of Paradise have borders in the ground? No, by Allah, 
indeed, they are swimming on the surface of the 
ground. Its two sides are pearls, its domes are pearls, 
and its perfume is musk (best kind of perfume) Al-Adh- 
far.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, and what is 
Al-Adhfar?” He 2; said, “That which has no mixture 
in it (i.e., pure).” 


(Related by Abu Bakr ibn Mirdawai) 
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Abu Hurairah & reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Whoever it pleases that Allah should give him wine 
to drink in the Hereafter, then let him forsake it in the 
world. And whomever it pleases that Allah should clothe 
him in silk in the Hereafter, then let him forsake it in the 
world. The rivers of Paradise gush forth from underneath 
hills — or mountains — of musk (the best kind of perfume). 
Were the jewels (ornaments) of the lowest dweller of 
Paradise to be compared to the jewels (ornaments) of all 
the inhabitants of the world, the jewels (ornaments) of the 
lowest dweller of Paradise would be superior to the jewels 
(ornaments) of all inhabitants of the world (put together).” 
(Related by Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 


By way of Abu Mu‘aawiyah, ‘Abdullah # said, “The 
rivers of Paradise gush forth from musk (the best kind of 
perfume).” This is more authentic as a saying of ‘Abdul- 
lah :& than it is as a saying of the Prophet $ . 


A Description Of Al-kauthar, The Most Famous 
Of The Rivers Of Paradise. May Allah & Give Us 
Drink From It, By His Grace And Generosity 


Allah & said: 


“Verily, We have granted you (O Muhammad #} ) Al-Kau- 
thar (a river in Paradise). Therefore turn in prayer to your 
Lord and sacrifice (to Him only). For he who hates you (O 
Muhammad # ), he will be cut of (from posterity and 
every good thing in this world and in the Hereafter).” 
{Qur’an 108:1-3} 


Anas # reported that when this Soorah (Chapter) was 
revealed, the Messenger of Allah said, “Do you know 
what Al-Kauthar is?” They said, “Allah and His Messen- 
ger know best.” He # said, “It is a river in Paradise, 
which Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and 
Majesty) promised me; upon it is much goodness.” (Mus- 
lim) 


In the Hadeeth of Al-Mai’raaj (the Prophet’s ascension to 
the heavens), Anas & related that the Messenger of Allah 
$ said, “I went to a river; its two sides were domes of 
hollow pearls, and I said, ‘O Jibreel, what is this’ He said, 
‘This is Al-Kauthar, which Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him 
belongs Might and Majesty) gave to you.’” (Bukhaaree 
and Muslim) Ahmad related it through another chain, 
also from Anas «& . The following is in a narration: “Then 
I struck my hand to what the water was flowing in, and it 
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was musk (the best kind of fragrance) Adhfar (in a previ- 
ous narration, Adhfar is explained as meaning that which 
is pure, and not a mixture).” There are many chains for 
this Hadeeth that lead to Anas # and other Companions; 
also, there are many wordings related for it. 


Anas 2; reported that the Prophet # said, “Al-Kauthar is 
a river in Paradise, which Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him 
belongs Might and Majesty) promised me.” Muslim 
related this through a different chain. 


In another narration, Anas reported that the Messenger 
of Allah said, “I have been given Al-Kauthar; it is a 
river that flows on the surface of the ground; its two sides 
are domes of pearls, without being roofed. I struck my 
hand on its soil, and its soil was musk (the best kind of 
perfume) Adhfar (pure, unmixed), and its pebbles are 
pearls.” (Ahmad) 


Anas ibn Maalik # reported that the Messenger of 
Allah # was asked about the Kauthar, and he # said, 
“It is river in Paradise which Allah gave me. Its soil is 
musk (the best kind of perfume). Its water is whiter 
than milk and sweeter than honey. Birds, whose necks 


are like the necks of Al-Jazoor (camels that are ready 
to be slaughtered), come to drink from it.” Abu Bakr 
®, said, “O Messenger of Allah, they (the birds) are 
soft?” He = said, “Eating them is softer than them.” 
(Ahmad) 





Hudhaifah # related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“Verily, in Paradise there are birds that are like Al-Bukhaa- 
tee (camels that have long necks).” Abu Bakr & said, 
“They are soft, O Messenger of Allah?” He $ said, “The 
one who eats them is softer than them, and you are from 
those who will eat them, O Abu Bakr.” (Related by Al- 
Haakim) Al-Haakim then related it through Qataadah in 
Mursal form. 


Anas ibn Maalik #} reported that the Messenger of Allah 
. was asked about Al-Kauthar. He $è said, “It is a river 
which Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and 
Majesty) gave to me. It is whiter than milk and sweeter 
than honey. And in it are birds whose necks are like the 
necks of Al-Jazoor (camels that are ready to be slaugh- 
tered).” Then ‘Umar # said, “Are those the soft birds?” 
He $ said, “Eating them is softer than them, O ‘Umar.” 
(Ahmad) Ad- Daraawurdee related it through another 
chain from Anas 4#% . 


The Narration Of Ibn ‘Umar «&; 


Ibn ‘Umar 2 reported that the Messenger of Allah $ 


said, “Al- Kauthar is a river in Paradise. Its two sides are 
of gold. And (its) water flows on pearls. Its water is whiter 
than milk and sweeter than honey.” (Ahmad) Ismaa‘eel 
ibn ‘Ilyah related it from Ibn ‘Umar # , who ascribed it to 
the Prophet # : “Al-Kauthar is a river in Paradise. Its two 
sides are of gold, and it flows on pearls and rubies. Its soil 
is purer than musk (the best kind of perfume), and its 
water is whiter than snow.” Ibn Maajah and At-Tirmidhee 
related a narration of this Hadeeth, and the latter said, 
“Hasan Saheeh.” 





The Narration Of Ibn ‘Abbaas :&; 


Sa‘eed ibn Jubair related that Ibn ‘Abbaas # said about 
the Kauthar, “It is the goodness that Allah gave him (i.e., 
gave to the Prophet ).” (Bukhaaree) 


Ibn Bishr said, “I said to Sa‘eed ibn Jubair, ‘Some people 
claim that it is a river in Paradise.’” Sa‘eed said, “The 
River that is in Paradise is from the goodness that Allah 


gave to him (i.e., to the Prophet & ).” 





Ibn ‘Abbaas # said, “Al-Kauthar is a river in Paradise; its 
two sides are gold and silver, and it flows on rubies and 
pearls. Its water is whiter than snow and sweeter than 
honey.” (Related by Ibn Jareer) Al-‘Aoufee related the 
same from Ibn ‘Abbaas 4#% 


The Narration Of ‘Aishah &» 


Abu ‘Ubaidah 2 said, “I asked ‘Aishah & about the 
saying of Allah %: 


“Verily, We have granted you (O Muhammad AI-Kauthar 
(a river in Paradise).” {Qur’an 108:1} 





She & said, “Al-Kauthar is a river which your Prophet & 
was given. Its two shores are hollow pearls, and its vessels 
are, in number, like the stars.” (Bukhaaree) And ‘Aishah 
& said, “It is a river in Paradise. When one puts his 
fingers in his ears, he hears the flowing sound of that 
river.” 


In another narration, ‘Aishah @ said, “Whoever would 
love to hear the flowing sound of the water of Al-Kauthar, 
then he will not hear it with his eyes, but rather its sound 
is like the sound that is heard when a person puts two of 
his fingers in his ears.” (Related by Ibn Jareer) 


A Mention Of The Al-baidakh River In Paradise 


Anas ; said, “The Messenger of Allah liked the 
good dream, and maybe he would say, ‘Did any of you 


see a dream?’... A woman (once) came and said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, I saw what was like me entering 





Paradise, and I heard a sound, for which the people of 
Paradise cried. I looked, and I saw that so-and-so son 
of so-and-so was brought, and so-and-so-son of 
so-and-so, until I counted 12 men.’ It happened that 
the Messenger of Allah # had sent a group on a 
mission just before that. “They were brought, and 
upon them were dirty garments, and the veins around 
their necks were dripping blood. It was said: take them 
to Al-Baidakh - or the river of Al-Baidakh. They 
immersed themselves in it, and when they came out, 
their faces were like the moon on the night of the full 
moon. Then chairs of gold were brought and they sat 
on them. Then a tray... was brought; in it were unripe 
dates, and they ate from them. They did not change its 
sides except that they ate from the fruit that they 
wanted, and I ate with them.’ The herald of that group 
(that went on a mission) came and said, ‘O Messenger 
of Allah, such and such were the matters that we went 
through. So and so was afflicted (i.e., killed),’ until he 
counted the same twelve that the woman enumerated. 
The Messenger of Allah # said, ‘Bring the woman to 
me.’ She came and he # said, ‘Give an account of your 
dream to this one.’ She gave an account of it, and he 
said, ‘It is as she said, O Messenger of Allah.’” 
(Ahmad) 





A Shining River At The Gate Of Paradise 


Ibn ‘Abbaas 2 related that the Messenger of Allah $ 
said, “The martyrs are on Baariq (literally, shining) river 
at the gate of Paradise, in a green dome. Their sustenance 


comes out to them in the morning and in the evening.” 
(Ahmad) 


The following is in the Hadeeth of Al-Israa (the night 
journey), when Sidratul-Muntahaa is being mentioned: 
“And two internal (or hidden) rivers are coming out of its 
source, and two external rivers. The two internal rivers are 
in Paradise, and the external ones are the Nile and the 
Euphrates.” 


Abu Buraizah :& reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Saihaan, Jaihaan, the Euphrates, and the Nile — 
these are all from the rivers of Paradise.” Ahmad and 
Muslim related this, and the wording is that of the latter. 


Ibn ‘Abbaas #} reported that the Prophet “ said, “Allah 
sent down five rivers from Paradise: Saihoon, and it is the 
river of India; Jaihoon, and it is the river of Balkh; Dijlah 
and the Euphrates, and they are the rivers of Iraq; and the 
Nile, which is the river of Egypt. Allah & sent them down 
from one source, from the sources of Paradise — from the 
lowest of their levels, on the wings of Jibreel. He deposit- 
ed them in the mountains and made them flow in the earth. 
And He placed many benefits in them for the people, in 
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the different aspects of their livelihood. And that is the 
saying of Allah & : 


“And we sent down from the sky water (rain) in (due) 
measure, and We gave it lodging in the earth” {Qur’an 
23:18} 


“When Yajooj and Majooj come out, Allah will send 
Jibreel, and he will raise the following from the earth: the 
Qur’an Al-‘Adheem; all knowledge; the black stone, from 
the corner of the House (Ka’bah), at the Station of Ibraa- 
heem; the Taaboot (Ark) of Moosa, with that which is in 
it; and these five rivers. All of that will be raised to the sky, 
and that is the saying of Allah & : 


“And verily, we are able to take it away” {Qur’an 23:18} 


“When these things are raised from the earth, its inhabi- 
tants will be forbidden the good of the world and of the 
Hereafter.” (Related by Al-Haafidh Ad-Diyaa) This 
Hadeeth is very much Ghareeb; rather, it is Munkar. 
Salamah Ibn ‘Alee, one of the narrators, is considered to 
be weak by the Imams. 


Allah & described the rivers of Paradise with the 
abundance of their flowing. And the people of Paradise 
will direct their flowing as they please, meaning that they 
will draw out water from it from any place they wish. 
Different kinds of courses and waters will be sent to them. 
Ibn Mas‘ood # said, “There is no spring in Paradise 
except that it gushes forth from underneath a mountain of 
musk (best kind of perfume).” Al-‘Amash related that Ibn 
Mas‘ood said, “The rivers of Paradise gush forth from a 
mountain of musk (the best kind of perfume).” 


Abu Hurairah # reported that the Messenger of Allah # 
said, “Whoever it pleases that Allah should give him wine 
to drink in the Hereafter, then let him forsake it in the 
world. And whomever it pleases that Allah should clothe 
him in silk in the Hereafter, let him forsake it in the world. 
The rivers of Paradise gush forth from underneath hills or 
mountains — of musk (the best kind of perfume). Were the 
jewels (ornaments) of the lowest dweller of Paradise to be 
compared to the jewels (ornaments) of all the inhabitants 
of the world, the jewels (ornaments) that Allah adorns him 
with in the Hereafter would be better than the jewels (orna- 
ments) of all inhabitants of the world (put together).” 


(Related by Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 
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The Trees Of Paradise 
Allah && said: 
“But those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah — 


Islamic Monotheism) and do deeds of righteousness, 
We shall admit them to Garden under which rivers 


flow (Paradise), abiding therein forever. Therein they 
shall have Azwajun Mutahhharatun (purified mates or 
wives), and We shall admit them to shades wide and 
ever deepening (Paradise)” {Qur’an 4:57} 





And Allah & said: 


“With spreading branches. Then which of the blessings of 
your Lord will you both (jinn and men deny)?” {Qur’an 
55:48,49} 


And Allah & said: 
“Dark green (in color)” {Qur’an 55:64} 


This means that their greenness is so severe, they are 
leaning towards blackness; it also refers to the intertwin- 
ing of their trees. 


And Allah & said: 


“Reclining upon the couches lined with silk brocade, and 
the fruits of the two Gardens will be near at hand” 
{Qur’an 55:54} 


And Allah & said: 


“The fruits in branches whereof will be low and near at 
hand” {Qur’an 69:23} 


And Allah & said: 


“And the branches of fruit thereof will hang low within 
reach” {Qur’an 76:14} 


And Allah & said: 


“And those on the Right Hand — how (fortunate) will be 
those on the Right Hand? (They will be) among thornless 
lote-trees, And among Talh (banana trees) with fruits piled 
one above another. And in the shade long-extended. And 
by water flowing constantly, And fruit in plenty, whose 
supply is not cut off (by change of season), nor are they 
out of reach. And on couches or thrones, raised high” 


{Qur’an 56:27-34} 


And Allah &% said: 


“In them (both) will be fruits, and date palms and pome- 
granates” {Qur’an 55:68} 


And Allah 8 said: 


“In them (both) will be every kind of fruit in pairs” 
{Qur’an 55:52} 


Abu Hurairah 2 reported that the Messenger of Allah $ 
said,” There is no tree in Paradise except that its trunk is of 
gold.” (Related by Abu Bakr ibn Abee Daawood) At-Tir- 
midhee related it through another chain and said, “Hasan 
Saheeh.” 





Ibn ‘Abbaas # said, “The roots of date palms in Paradise 
are of green emeralds. And their branches are red gold. 
And their leaves are clothing for the people of Paradise... 
Its fruits... are whiter than milk and purer than honey...” 
(Related by Abu Bakr ibn Abee Ad- Dunyaa) 


In another narration, Ibn ‘Abbaas & said, “‘Az-Zil 
Al-Mamdood (The Shade Long-Extended)’ is a tree in 
Paradise on a trunk. As for its distance, the diligent 
rider travels under its shade for 100 years,” meaning 
all of its sides. He said, “The people of Paradise, the 
people of Al-Ghuraf (the rooms), and others will come 


out and talk underneath its shade.” He said, “Then 
some of them will desire, remembering the amusement 
of the world, and then Allah will send a wind from 
Paradise, and He will shake that tree with every amuse- 
ment that was in the world.” (Related by Ibn Abee 
Ad-Dunyaa) 


There Is A Tree In Paradise, Under The Shade Of 
Which, A Racing, Mudammir (Well Equipped) 
Rider Travels For 100 Years Without Getting 
Across It 


Sahl ibn Sa‘ad & reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Verily, in Paradise there is a tree, under the shade of 
which the rider travels for 100 years without getting 
across it.” (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


In another narration, Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudree 3 reported 
that the Prophet # said, “Verily, in Paradise there is such 
a tree that a racing, well-equipped, fast rider travels under 
its shade for 100 years without getting across it.” (Bukhaa- 
ree) 


And as to the saying of Allah & : 


“And in shade long-extended” {Qur’an 56:30} 





Anas # related that the Prophet # said, “In Paradise 
there is a tree, underneath the shade of which the rider 
travels for 100 years.” (Bukhaaree) 


In another narration, Abu Hurairah & reported that the 
Prophet # said, “In Paradise there is a tree, underneath 
the shade of which the rider travels for 100 years. Recite 
if you wish: And in shade long- extended (Qur’an 
56:30).” (Ahmad) 


The Messenger of Allah # said, “The arm’s length of one 
of you or a whip in Paradise is better than all that the sun 
rises upon and sets over.” (Bukhaaree) And in the narra- 
tion of Muslim, Abu Hurairah related that the Prophet $ 
said, “In Paradise there is a tree, underneath the shade of 
which the rider travels for 100 years without getting 
across it.” 





Another Chain 


Abu Hurairah # reported that the Messenger of Allah $ 
said, “In Paradise there is a tree, eras the shade of 
which the rider travels for 100 years.” 





Another Chain 


Abu Hurairah # reported that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah said, “Tn Paradise there is a tree, underneath the 
shade of which the rider travels for 100 years.” (Ahmad) 


Abu Hurairah &; reported that the Messenger of Allah & 
passed by him as he was planting seeds, and he $ said, 
“Shall I not guide you to a seed that is better than this? 
Subhaanallah (how perfect Allah is!), Alhamdulillah (all 
praise is for Allah), Laailaaha illallah (none has the right 
to be worshipped but Allah), and Allahuakbar (Allah is the 
Greatest). For each one of them a tree will be planted for 
you in Paradise.” (Ibn Maajah) 





Jaabir 2 related that the Messenger of Allah $ said, 

“Whoever says, “Subhaanallahil-‘Azeem Wabihamdihi 
(how perfect Allah is, the All-Mighty, and I praise Him), a 
tree in Paradise will be planted for him.” At-Tirmidhee 
related this and then said, “This Hadeeth is Hasan Saheeh 
Ghareeb.” 


The Fruits Of Paradise; We Ask Allah To Make Us 
Taste From Them, By His Grace And Generosity — 
Ameen 


Allah & said: 
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“In them (both) will be fruits, and date palms and pome- 
granates” {Qur’an 55:68} 


And Allah 8% said: 


“In them (both) will be every kind of fruit in pairs.” 
{Qur’an 55:52} 


And Allah & said: 


“Reclining upon the couches lined with silk brocade, and 
the fruits of the two Gardens will be near at hand” 
{Qur’an 55:54} 


And Allah 8 said: 


“And the branches of fruit thereof will hang low within 
reach” {Qur’an 76:14 } 


And Allah 8 said: 


“And those on the Right Hand- how (fortunate) will be 
those on the Right Hand? (They will be) among thornless 
lote-trees, And among Talh (banana trees) with fruits piled 
one above another, And in the shade long-extended, And 
by water flowing constantly, And fruit in plenty, whose 
supply is not cut off (by change of season), nor are they 
out of reach” {Qur’an 56:27-33} 


This means that their fruits are not seasonal, but rather are 
present at all times, as Allah $ says: 


“Tts provision is eternal and so is its shade; this is the end 
(final destination) of the Muttaqoon (the pious)” {Qur’an 
13:35} 


Therefore fruits in Paradise are not like fruits in the world, 
which grow in certain seasons only, and are then non-exis- 
tent at other times; likewise, trees in the world are adorned 
with leaves during certain times, and those leaves fall off 
at other times. The fruits of Paradise are easily accessible 
to its inhabitants; there is no veil or barrier preventing 
them from those fruits. Instead, those fruits are near and 
can easily be picked. Even if some fruit is at the top of a 
tree, and a dweller of Paradise wants to take it, the tree 
comes near and droops down to him. As for this verse: 


“And the branches of fruit thereof will hang low within 
reach” {Qur’an 76:14} 


Abu Ishaaq related from Al-Baraa that the branches hang 
low so that they can take it even as they are sleeping. 
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Allah & said: 


“And give glad tidings to those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds, that for them will be Gardens under 
which rivers flow (Paradise). Every time they will be 
provided with a fruit therefrom, they will say: “This is 
what we were provided with before,” and they will be 
given things in resemblance (i.e. in the same form but 
different in taste) and they shall have therein Azwajun 
Muttahahatun (purified mates or wives) and they will 
abide therein forever.” {Qur’an 2:25} 


And Allah & said: 


{Verily, the Muttaqoon (the pious) shall be amidst shades 
and springs. And fruits, such as they desire. “Eat and drink 
comfortably for that which you used to do.” Verily, thus 
We reward the Muhsinun (good — doers)’ {Qur’an 
77:41-44} 


And Allah & said: 


“And with fruits that they may choose. And with the flesh 
of fowls that they desire. And (there will be) Hur (fair 
females) with wide, lovely eyes (as wives for Al-Mut- 
taqun), Like unto preserved pearls. A reward for what they 
used to do.” {Qur’an 56:20-24} 


In Ahaadeeth which we have already related, it is 
mentioned that the soil of Paradise is from musk (the best 
kind of perfume) and saffron and that there is no tree in 
Paradise except that it has a trunk made of gold. So if the 
soil of Paradise is of that description, and its roots are as 
we have mentioned, then what splendid, fresh, and 
wonderful fruits must grow from it — which are not similar 
to what is found in the world except in name. 


Ibn ‘Abbaas & said, “There is nothing from the world 
in Paradise except names (i.e., the names of things may 
be the same, but their realities differ).” The lote-tree of 
the world gives off only a weak fruit, called An-Nabiq; 
and its thorns are many. And At-Talh in this world is 
only sought after for its shade. In Paradise, both of 
these trees will be in a forest of beauty and plentiful 
fruits. One of its fruits opens to reveal seventy different 
kinds of tastes and colors. Then what do you suppose is 
the case for trees in this world that give off good fruit — 
apples, dates, and grapes? And what do you suppose 
the case will be for the different winds and flowers? In 
general, there is in Paradise that which no eye has seen, 
which no ear has heard, and which has not occurred to 
the heart of any human being. We ask Allah &: , by His 
Grace, for that which is in Paradise. 





In the Hadeeth about the eclipse prayer, Ibn ‘Abbaas & 
reported that they said, “O Messenger of Allah, we saw 
you reach for something from this place of yours and then 
we saw you stop.” He : said, “Verily I saw - or I was 
shown — Paradise, and I ala for a bunch (of grapes). 
Had I taken it, you would have eaten it as long as the 
world remains.” (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


Jaabir 8 related that the Prophet $ said, “Paradise and 
that whieh is in it, in terms of flowers and freshness, were 
presented to me. I reached out for a picking of grapes, to 
bring them to you, but I was prevented from them. Had I 
came to you with them, the inhabitants of the heavens and 
the earth would have eaten from it without making it 
decrease at all.” (Ahmad) There is a narration in Saheeh 
Muslim from Jaabir ; that attests to this one. 


We have already related the following narration, which is 
in 2m and is related by ‘Utbah ibn ‘Abdullah onra 
mee # : A Bedouin asked the neo of Allah & 

about a are there grapes in it? He # said, “Yes,” 7 
The Bedouin asked, “How big are its bunches?” The 
Prophet $ , “The traveling distance of one month for a 
crow that is Abqa’ (that has whiteness on its back or its 
Stomach) and that does not tire.” 


Thaubaan :& related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“Verily, when a man extracts a fruit from Paradise, anoth- 
er one takes its place.” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) 


Abu Moosa 2; related that the Messenger of Allah # 
said, “When Adam was made to descend from Para- 
dise, Allah taught him all trades and provided him with 


fruits from Paradise. Then these fruits of yours are 
from the fruits of Paradise, except that these change, 
and those do not change.” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) 





Allah & said: 


“And with fruits that they may choose. And with the flesh 
of fowls that they desire.” {Qur’an 56:20,21} 


‘Abdullah ibn Al-Haarith related from Mas‘ood that the 
Messenger of Allah # said, “You will look at a bird that 
you desire, and it will fall down before you, barbecued.” 
(Related by Al-Hasan ibn ‘Urfah) 


Anas 2 related that the ioe of Allah was asked 
about Al-Kauthar, and he # said, “A river which Allah 
‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) gave 
to me. Its water is whiter than milk and sweeter than 
honey. In it are birds whose necks are like the necks of 
Al-Jdhzoor (camels ready to be slaughtered).” “Umar 

said, “Verily, it is soft.” The Messenger of Allah # said, 
“Eating them is even softer than them.” At- ‘eamidhee 


related this and he ruled it to be Hasan. 


The Food And Drink Of The Inhabitants Of Para- 
dise; We Ask Allah By His Grace To Bestow All Of 
That Upon Us 


Allah && said: 


“Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on 
before you in days past” {Qur’an 69:24} 


And Allah & said: 


“No Laghw (dirty, false, evil vain talk) will they hear 
therein, nor any sinful speech (like backbiting). But only 
the sayings of: “Salam! Salam! (greetings with peace)” 
{Qur’an 56:25,26} 


And Allah & said: 


“And they will have therein their sustenance, morning and 
afternoon.” {Qur’an 19:62} 


And Allah & said: 


“And with fruits that they may choose. And with the flesh 
of fowls that they desire.” {Qur’an 56:20,21} 


And Allah & said: 


“Trays of gold and cups will be passed round them; (there 
will be) therein all that inner-selves could desire, and all 
that eyes could delight in and you will abide therein forev- 
er.” {Qur’an 43:71} 


And Allah & said: 


“Verily, the Abrar (the pious believers of Islamic Monothe- 
ism), shall drink of a cup (of wine) mixed with (water 
from a spring in Paradise called) Kafur. A spring where- 
from the slaves of Allah will drink, causing it to-gush 
forth abundantly” {Qur’an 76:5,6} 


And Allah & said: 


“And amongst them will be passed round vessels of silver 
and cups of crystal, Crystal-clear, made of silver. They 
will determine the measure thereof (according to their 
wishes)” {76:15,16} 


This is referring to the clearness of the cups that are made 


of silver, and there is nothing similar to them in the world. 
The measure of those cups will vary according to how 
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much the obedient slave of Allah wants drink the contents 
of those cups will be no more and no less than what he 
wants. This indicates the care and honor that is bestowed 
upon him. 


Allah & said: 


“And they will be given to drink there a cup (of wine) 
mixed with Zanjabil (ginger), A spring there, called 
Salsabil” {Qur’an 76:17,18} 


And Allah 8 said: 


“Every time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom, 
they will say: ‘This is what we were provided with 
before,’ and they will be given things in resemblance (i.e. 
in the same form but different in taste)” {Qur’an 2:25} 


Every time servants come to them with fruits and other 
foods, they will think that they are bringing the same food 
as they brought before, because of a similarity in appear- 
ance. But in reality it is different, so appearances can be 
the same, but their realities are different; the tastes and the 
odors are also different. 


Abu Hurairah :& related that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “The lowest ranking person in Paradise is he who has 
seven levels and 300 servants, who come to him at the 
beginning and end of every day with 300 trays.” Abu 
Hurairah # said: And I do not know except that he $ 
said, “In every tray is a color that is not in any of the rest, 
and he will find the first part delicious just as he finds the 
last part to be delicious. As for drinks, he is given 300 
cups; in each cup is a color that is not found in any of the 
other ones. And he finds the first one to be delicious just as 
he finds the last one to be delicious. And he says, ‘O my 
Lord, if You gave permission, I would feed and give drink 
to the inhabitants of Paradise, and that would not reduce 
or take anything away from what is with me.’ And with 
him are Al-Hoor (fair maidens of Paradise) with wide, 
beautiful eyes — 72 wives other than his wives from (the 
women of) the world. And one of them takes her seat 
which is the distance of one mile on earth.” (Ahmad) 
Ahmad alone related it; it is Ghareeb and disconnected. 


Zaid ibn Arqam # reported that a man from the Jews 
came to the Prophet # and said, “O Abul-Qaasim, do you 
not claim that the inhabitants of Paradise eat and drink 
therein?” And then he (the Jew) said to his companions, 
“If he acknowledges this, I will overcome him (in 
words).” The Messenger of Allah said, “Yes, and by the 
One Who has my soul in His Hand, one of them is given 
the strength of 100 men in eating, drinking, desire, and 
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sexual intercourse.” The Jew said, “Verily, the one who 
eats and drinks has a need (to go to the washroom).” The 
Messenger of Allah # said, “The necessity (necessity 
here refers to the need to release food and drink from 
one’s body, through defecation and urination) of one of 
them is sweat that flows from their skins, sweat that is like 
the fragrance of musk, for the stomach will become lean.” 
(Ahmad) Then Ahmad related it through a different chain 
as well. An-Nasaaee also related it through another chain. 


The Jew said, “If he eats and drinks, then he will have 
necessity, and there is no harm (i.e. harmful matter) in 
Paradise?” The Messenger of Allah said, “The necessi- 
ty of one of them will be ooze (sweat) that will flow from 
their skins; it will be like the oozing of musk, and his 
Stomach will become lean.” Al-Haafiz Ad-Diyaa said, 
“With me, this fulfills the conditions of Muslim.” 


Another Hadeeth In That Regard 


Jaabir :& related that the Messenger of Allah $ said, “The 
people of Paradise eat and drink therein, but they do not 
defecate, they do not urinate, they do not release phlegm, 
and they do not spit. Their food (comes out through) belch- 
ing, and oozing (of sweat) which is like the oozing of 
musk.” (Ahmad) 


In another narration Jaabir & related that they said, “And 
what about food?” The Prophet > said, “Belching, and 
the oozing of sweat which is like the oozing of musk. And 
they will be inspired with At-Tasbeeh (to say, Subhaanal- 
lah, How perfect Allah is!) and At-Tahmeed (to say, 
Alhamdulillah, All praise is for Allah).” (Muslim) He also 
related it from the Hadeeth of Abee Juraij from Jaabir & . 
And he # said, “That food of theirs (comes out) in belch- 
es that are like the fragrance of musk. And they will be 
inspired with At-Tasbeeh (to say, Subhaanallah, How 
perfect Allah is!) and At-Takbeer (to say, Allahuakbar, 
Allah is the Greatest), just as they are inspired to breathe.” 


A Third Chain From Jaabir &, 


Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah :& said, “The Prophe 
asked, ‘Do the people of Paradise eat? He 2: 

and they drink, but they do not urinate therein, nor do 
they defecate, nor do they expectorate. It will only be 


Sahman (flowing of sweat) and the oozing of sweat that 


is like the oozing of musk. They will be inspired with 
At-Tasbeeh (to say, Subhaanallah, How perfect Allah 
is!) and At-Tahmeed (to say, Alhamdulillah, all praise 
is for Allah) just as they are inspired to breath.” 
(Ahmad) 


A Fourth Chain From Jaabir 4# 


Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah # related that the Messenger of 
Allah $ said, “Verily, the people of Paradise eat and 
drink, but they do not defecate or release phlegm. They 
are inspired with At-Tasbeeh (to say, Subhaanallah, How 
perfect Allah is!) and Al-Hamd (to say, Alhamdulillah, all 
praise is for Allah), just as they are inspired to breathe.” 
(Related by Al-Haafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzaar in his 
Musnad) 


Various Other Ahaadeeth 


‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ood # said, “The Messenger of Allah 
8. said to me, ‘Indeed, you will look at a bird that you 
desire, and it will fall before you, barbecued.” (Related by 
Al-Hasan ibn ‘Arafah) 


Some Of The People Of Paradise Wili Want To 
Farm. Then Allah Will Answer Them Their Wish. 
And A Beautiful Word From A Bedouin, For 
Which The Messenger Of Allah 2; Laughed 


Abu Hurairah & reported that, one day, a man from 
the Bedouins was with the Messenger of Allah & when 
he said, “Verily, a man from the inhabitants of Para- 
dise will ask permission from his Lord ‘Azza Wa-Jall 
(To Him belongs Might and Majesty) to plant (farm). 
His Lord will say to him, ‘Are you not in that (situation 
or state) which you desire?’ He will say, ‘Yes, but I love 
to farm.’ He will plant seeds and then his gaze will race 
with the crops as they become upright and ripe (so fast 
do they grow), and they are like mountains. His Lord 
‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) 
will say, ‘This is before you, O son of Adam, and it will 
not fill you at all.’”” The Bedouin said, “We will not find 
him to be other than a Qurushee (one from the Quraish 
tribe) or Ansaariyan (one from the Ansaar), for they 
are people of farming. As for us, we DG not of its 
people.” Then the Messenger of Allah # laughed. 
(Ahmad) Bukhaaree related it nee a different 
chain. 





A Mention Of The First Food That The Inhabi- 
tants Of Paradise Will Eat 


Anas ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Salaam 2 said, “When the 
Messenger of Allah $ arrived at Al- Madeenah, he & was 
asked about different matters, among which was the 
question, ‘What is the first thing that the people of 
Paradise will eat?’ He # said, ‘Ziyaadah (additional or 
increase) of whale liver.’” (Ahmad) 





In the narration of Asmaa & from Thaubaan & , a Jew 
asked the Messenger of Allah # “What is your gift when 
you enter Paradise?” He & said, “Ziyaadah (additional or 
increase) of whale liver.” “And what will be your nourish- 
ment right after that?” The Prophet # said, “The ox of 
Paradise will fall down for them, and they will eat from its 
sides.” The Jew asked, “And what will they drink upon 
it?” He & said, “From a source that is called Salsabee- 
lan.” He said, “You have spoken the truth.” (Muslim) 





Abu Sa‘eed «& reported that the Messenger of Allah & 
said, “The earth (or land) on the Day of Resurrection will 
be one (chunk of) bread. The All-Mighty will turn it over 
in His Hand, just as one of you turns over his bread during 
a journey — it is a resting place for the inhabitants of 
Paradise.” A man from the Jews canme and said, “May 
Allah bless you, O Abul-Qaasim. Will the inhabitants of 
Paradise have a resting place on the Day of Resurrec- 
tion?” He # said, “Yes. Shall I not inform you of the 
resting place of the people of Paradise on the Day of Resur- 
rection?” He said, “Certainly.” The Prophet $ said, “The 
earth will be one (chunk of) bread on the Day of Resurrec- 
tion. Shall I not inform you of what their Idaam (broth or 
Stew or anything else that is eaten with bread) is?” He 
said, “Certainly.” The Prophet # said, “Their Idaam is 
Baalaam and noon (whale).” They said, “And what is 
that?” He = said, “An ox and a noon (whale); seven- 
ty-thousand will eat from the Ziyaadah (addition, extra, 
increase) of the liver of one from them.” (Bukhaaree and 
Muslim) 





Regarding the saying of Allah & , 


“They will be given to drink of pure (Makhtoom) sealed 
(Raheeq) wine. The last thereof (that wine) will be the 
smell of musk” {Qur’an 83:25,26} 
Al-‘Amash related from Ibn Mas‘ood :& that, “Ar-Raheeq 
is wine, and Makhtoom means that after (drinking) it they 
will find the fragrance of musk.” 


And as for the saying of Allah & , 


“Tt (that wine) will be mixed with Tasnim” {Qur’an 
83:27} 


Sufyaan related that Ibn ‘Abbaas «& said, “It is the most 
honorable drink for the people of Paradise...” 


Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) 
has described the wine of Paradise as having beautiful and 
wonderful characteristics, characteristics that are not 
found in the wine of the world. He mentioned that the 
wine of Paradise flows: 
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“Therein will be a running spring” {Qur’an 88:12} 


And Allah & said: 


“Tn it are rivers of water the taste and smell of which are 
not changed, rivers of milk of which the taste never chang- 
es, rivers of wine delicious to those who drink, and rivers 
of clarified honey (clear and pure)” {Qur’an 47:15} 


So the wine of Paradise flows in rivers, rivers that take 
from huge seas that are over there, from springs that gush 
forth from underneath hills of musk, and also from whatso- 
ever Allah ‘Azza Wa- Jall (To Him belongs Might and 
Majesty) pleases. It is not like this world, where the feet of 
men crush wine. And Allah described the wine of Paradise 
as being delicious to those who drink it, which is opposite 
from the wine of this world, a wine that has a foul taste, a 
foul effect on one’s mind, and which causes headaches. 
Allah &: purified the wine of Paradise from those quali- 
ties; He & said: 


“Round them will be passed a cup of pure wine-white” 
{Qur’an 37:45,46} 


Therefore it is wine that is good to look at and delicious to 
taste. It causes no pain to one’s stomach and it does not 
take away one’s faculty of reasoning. 


The purpose for which people drink wine is to achieve 
lightness, an exhilarating feeling of euphoria and merri- 
ment a state of delight that brings happiness to the heart. 
All of this is found in the wine of Paradise. But in terms of 
one’s mind going away, whereby the drinker is left to 
remain like an animal or an inanimate object, then this is a 
characteristic of wine in this world. None of this, howev- 
er, results from drinking the wine of Paradise; only happi- 
ness and delight result from drinking that wine: 


“Neither will they have Ghoul (any kind of hurt, abdomi- 
nal pain, headache, a sin) from that, nor will they suffer 
intoxication therefrom” {Qur’an 37:47} 


And Allah & said in another verse: 

“Immortal boys will go around them (serving), with cups, 
and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine. Wherefrom they 
will get neither any aching of the head, nor any intoxica- 
tion” {Qur’an 56:17-19} 


Intoxication here means losing the faculties of one’s mind. 


And Allah & said in another Verse: 
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“Tt (that wine) will be mixed with Tasnim: A spring where- 
of drink those nearest to Allah 3” {Qur’an 83:27,28} 


Mentioned from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbaas & that, “A 
group from the people of Paradise will gather around 
their drink, just as the people of the earth gather. A 
cloud will pass by them, and they will not ask for 
anything except that that thing will rain down on them. 
Even among them will be he who will say, ‘Rain upon 
us Kawaa‘ib Atraaban (full-breasted (mature) maid- 
ens of equal age), and (that cloud) will rain Kawaa‘ib 
Atraaban.” 


We mentioned that they will gather at the Tooba tree, 
and they will remember the amusement of the world. 
Then Allah & will send a wind from Paradise, and it 
will move that tree with every kind of amusement that 
was in the world. 


In some narrations it is mentioned that a group from 
the dwellers of Paradise will go across (a number of 
trees) while they are riding on the good mounts of Para- 
dise. The trees will part from their way, to the right and 
to the left, so that they do not divide those riders.” 


This is all from the favor and bounty of Allah © upon 
them, and from His Mercy to them. For Him is all 
praise, and all favors and blessings are from Him. 





Akwaab are mugs that have no nakedness to them 
(perhaps meaning that they are not see-through) and they 
have no hose (or narrow tip from where drink flows 
easily), which are qualities that are contrary to the Abaare- 
eq (jugs). And Al-Kaas is a cup that contains drink inside 
of it. Allah & said: 


“And a full cup (of wine)” {Qur’an 78:34 } 
And Allah 8 said: 


“No Laghw (dirty, false, evil talk) shall they hear therein, 
nor lying” {Qur’an 78:35} 


And Allah & said: 

“They shall not hear therein (in Paradise) any Laghw 
(dirty, false, evil vain talk), but only Salam (salutation of 
peace)” {Qur’an 19:62} 

And Allah said: 

“Free from any Laghw (dirty, false, evil vain talk between 


them), and free from sin (because it will be lawful for 
them to drink)” {Qur’an 52:23} 


And Allah & said: 


“There they shall neither hear harmful speech nor 
falsehood” {Qur’an 88:11} 


And Allah 8 said: 


“No Laghw (dirty, false, evil vain talk) will they hear 
therein, nor any sinful speech (like backbiting). But only 
the saying of Salam! Salam! (greetings with peace)” 
{Qur’an 56:25,26} 


Hudhaifah «; related that the Messenger of Allah $ said, 
“Do not drink from the vessels of gold and silver, nor (eat 
from) their trays; verily, they are for them in the world, 
and for you in the Hereafter” 


The Clothing Of The Dwellers Of Paradise; Their 
Adornments, Garments, And Beauty — We ask 
Allah & From All Of That 


Allah & said: 


“Their garments will be of fine green silk, and gold 
embroidery. They will be adorned with bracelets of silver, 
and their Lord will give them a pure drink” {Qur’an 
76:21} 


And Allah 8 said: 


“ “Adan (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens) will they 
enter, therein will they be adorned with bracelets of gold 
and pearls, and their garments therein will be of silk” 
{Qur’an 35:33} 


And Allah & said: 


“Verily as for those who believed and did righteous deeds, 
certainly We shall not make the reward of anyone who 
does his (righteous) deeds in the most perfect manner to 
be lost. These! For them will be ‘Adan (Eden) Paradise 
(everlasting Gardens); wherein rivers flows underneath 
them; therein they will be adorned with bracelets of gold, 
and they will wear green garments of fine and thick silk. 
They will recline therein on raised thrones. How good is 
the reward, and what an excellent Murtafaq (dwelling, 
resting place)!” {Qur’an 18:30,31} 


It is established in Bukhaaree and Muslim that the Messen- 
ger of Allah & said, “The adornment of the believer reach- 
es to where his Wudoo (water for ablution) reached.” 


Al-Hasan Al-Basree said, “The adornment of men in 
Paradise is better than the adornment of women.” 


Abu Umaamah & related that the Messenger of Allah 
spoke to them, mentioning the people of Paradise, 
and then saying, “Verily, they will be in bracelets of 
gold and silver, laurelled with pearls. And upon them 
are wreathes of pearls and rubies, and upon them is a 


crown like the crowns of kings. They are youths, Jarad 
(no hair on their bodies), and they will be Makhooleen 
(blackness in their eyelids as a part of their form and 
appearance, and not through the use of kohl).” (Relat- 
ed by Ibn Wahb) 





Sa‘ad Ibn Abee Waqqaas : related, “Were a man from 
the world to show the bond (or chain or a certain amount, 
and Allah knows best) of his bracelet, it would put out the 
light of the sun just as the sun puts out the light of the 
Stars.” (Related by Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 


Abu Hurairah # related that the Messenger of Allah @ 
said, “Whoever enters Paradise will be in delight without 
ever becoming wretched. His garment will never wear 
away and his youth will never pass away. In Paradise is 
that which no eye has seen, which no ear has heard, and 
which has not occurred to the heart of any human being.” 
(Ahmad) Muslim related it through another chain until the 
Prophet’s saying, “And his youth will never pass away.” 


Abu Raafai’ :& reported that the Prophet of Allah $ said, 
“For the believer are two wives; he sees the bone marrow 
of their legs from behind their garments.” (Ahmad) 


‘Abdullah «& reported that the Prophet # said, “The faces 
of the first group to enter Paradise are like the light of the 
moon on the night of the full moon. The second group is 
like the best glistening star in the sky. Each of them has 
two wives from the Hoor (beautiful maidens of Paradise) 
Al-‘Een (who have wide, beautiful eyes). Upon each wife 
are 70 robes. The bone marrow of their legs can be seen 
from outside of their flesh and robes, just as a red drink 
can be seen in a white bottle.” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) 
Ad-Diyaa said, “With me, this fulfills the conditions of 
As-Saheeh) 


Abu Hurairah & reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “The amount of space in Paradise equal to the space 
of one of your whips is better than the world along with 
that which is equal to it. And were a woman from the 
women of Paradise to appear to the world, she would have 
filled what is between its two sides with fragrance, and 
what is between both sides of the earth would become 
pure. And her veil (Naseef) that is on her head is better 
than the world and all that is in it.” Abu Ayyoob (freed 
slave of ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan 4# ) said, “I said, ‘O Abu 
Hurairah, and what is the Naseef in that?’ He said, ‘A 
veil.” However, the scholars have spoken about one of 
the narrators of this Hadeeth — Al-Khazraj ibn ‘Uthmaan 
Al- Basree. But a Hadeeth in Al-Bukhaaree attests to it; it 
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is related by Anas :&, , and in it, the Prophet # said, “And 
her Naseef — meaning her veil — is better than the world 
and all that is in it.” (Ahmad) 


Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudree «&; related the following from the 
Prophet “Verily, a man from Paradise will recline for 
70 years before moving. Then his wife will come to him 
(the narrator here says, ‘and I think he said’), and strike 
him on his shoulders. He will look with his face at her 
cheek, which is purer than a mirror. The smallest pearl 
upon her illuminates what is between the east and the 
west. She will give him greetings of peace, and he will 
respond with greetings of peace. And he will ask her, 
“Who are you?’ Then she will say, ‘I am the Al-Mazeed 
(the increase).’ She will have on her 70 garments... His 
gaze will pierce through that until the bone marrow of her 
legs. And upon her are crowns, and the smallest pearl 
upon her illuminates that which is between the east and 
the west.” (Related by Hurmulah) Ahmad related it 
through a different chain. 

Abu Sa‘eed reported that the Prophet # recited the saying 
of Allah % , 


“Adan (Eden) Paradise (everlasting gardens) will they 
enter, therein will they be adorned with bracelets of gold” 
{Qur’an 35:33} 


He # then said, “Verily, on them are crowns, and the 
smallest pearl from them illuminates that which is 
between the East and the west.” 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar : said, “A man came to the 
Messenger of Allah =; and said, ʻO Messenger of 
Allah, inform us about the garments of Paradise: are 
they creations that are created or textiles that are 
woven?’ Some of the people laughed, and the Messen- 
ger of Allah # said, ‘What are you laughing at? Is it at 


an ignorant one who is asking one who knows?’ Then 


the Messenger of Allah # turned to say, ‘Where is the 
questioner?’ He said, ‘Here I am, O Messenger of 
Allah.’ He said, ‘No, rather the fruits of Paradise 
split open to reveal them (i.e., the garments come out 
of fruits that are split open).’ He # said it three times.” 
(Ahmad) 


In another narration, Abu Sa‘eed :& reported that a man 
said, “O Messenger of Allah, and what is Toobah?” The 
Prophet # said, “A tree in Paradise, (the size of which is) 
the distance of 100 years. The garments of the dwellers of 
Paradise come out of its sprouts.” (Ahmad) 


Abu Umaamah &; related that the Messenger of Allah # 
said, “None of you enters Paradise except that he is taken 
to Toobah; its sprouts are opened for him, and he takes 
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from any of that — if he wishes, white; if he wishes, green; 
if he wishes, yellow; and if he wishes, black, like wind- 
flower, except thinner and better.” (Related by Abu Bakr 
‘Abdullah ibn Muhammand ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) This 
narration is Ghareeb Hasan. 


Ar-Rameel Ibn Samaak reported that he heard his 
father say, “I said to Ibn ‘Abbaas :& , ‘What are the 


garments of the people of Paradise?’ He said, ‘In Para- 
dise there is a tree that gives a fruit that resembles the 
pomegranate. If the Walee of Allah (i.e., the obedient 
slave of Allah, who performs good deeds and abstains 


from evil deeds; he is one who fears Allah, loves Allah, 
and hopes from Allah & ) wants clothing, one of its 
branches comes down to him, and 70 garments are 
extracted from it, of one color after another. Then he 
will go, and it (the tree and branch) will return to being 
as it was.” (Related by Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 


We have abe! mentioned from At-Thauree that Ibn 
‘Abbaas & said, “The roots of date palms in Paradise are 
of green emeralds and their branches are of gold and 
silver, and their leaves are clothing for the people of 
Paradise...” 


A Description Of The Couches For The Dwellers 
Of Paradise 


Allah & said: 

“Reclining upon the couches lined with silk brocade, and 
the fruits of the two Gardens will be near at hand. Then 
which of the blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn 
and men deny)?” {Qur’an 55:54,55} 


Ibn Mas‘ood # said, “If the insides of the couches are 
lined with silk Baa then how wonderful their exteri- 
ors must be! 

And Allah & said: 

“And on couches or thrones, raised high” {Qur’an 56:34} 


Abu Sa‘eed «& reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
recited the Saying of Allah & : 





“And on couches or thrones, raised high” {Qur’an 56:34} 


Then he said, “By the One Who has my soul in His 
Hand, their elevation is like the distance between the 





heavens and earth, and between the heavens, and earth is 
the distance of 500 years.” (Related by Ahmad and At-Tir- 
midhee) At-Tirmidhee said, “It is Ghareeb.” However, 
Hurmulah related it from Ibn Wahb. Then At- Tirmidhee 
said; “The meaning of elevation here is elevation between 
the levels (of Paradise), and the distance between one 
level and the next is like the distance between the heavens 
and the earth.” 


This is strengthened by another narration; Abu Sa‘eed 
related it from the Prophet “ in regard to Allah’s Saying: 


“And on couches or thrones, raised high” {Qur’an 56:34} 


The Prophet #} said, “Between two couches is the 
distance between the heavens and the earth.” 


And in regards to Allah’s Saying: 


“And on couches or thrones, raised high” {Qur’an 56:34. 
191} 


Hammaad ibn Salamah related that Ka’ab Al-Ahbaar said, 
“The distance of forty years.” 


This means that the couches are located and prepared in 
every place, because one of them might be needed in any 
given place. Allah & said: 


“Therein will be a running spring. Therein will be thrones 
raised high. And cups (Akwaab) set at hand. And cushions 
(Namaarig) set in rows. And rich carpets (Zaraabee) (all) 
spread out.” {Qur’an 88:12-16} 


Namaariq, which means cushions, are placed here and 
there in all parts of Paradise. Allah & said: 


“Reclining on green cushions (Rafraf) and rich beautiful 
mattresses (“Abgareein)” {Qur’an 55:76} 


'Abgareein are the richest, best, most beautiful mattresses. 
The Arabs were addressed in terms of the good things they 
had with them. And in Paradise are things that are greater 
and more magnificent than what a person can imagine, 
things and delights of all categories. And we seek help 
from Allah  . 


Namaariq means cushions in general; Zaraabee means 
carpets; and Al-‘Abqaree means the best kind of mattress- 
es. And Allah & knows best. 


Adornment Of Al-hoor (Beautiful Women In Para- 
dise) Al-‘een (Who Have Beautiful, Wide Eyes) And 
Of The Daughters Of Adam; Also, The Superiority 


Of The Latter Over The Former; And How Much 
Of The Above Does Each Man Have 


Allah & said: 


“Reclining upon the couches lined with silk brocade, 
and the fruits of the two Gardens will be near at hand. 
Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
(jinn and men) deny? Wherein both will be Qasir- 
at-ut-Tarf (chaste female (wives) restraining their glanc- 
es, desiring none but their husbands), with whom no 
man or jinn has had tamth (opened their hymens with 


sexual intercourse) before them. Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) 
deny? (In beauty) they are like rubies and coral. Then 
which of the blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn 
and men) deny? Is there any reward for good — other 
than good? Then which of the blessings of your Lord 
will you both (jinn and men) deny?” {Qur’an 55:54-61} 





Allah & said: 


“Therein (gardens) will be Khairatun Hisan (fair (wives) 
good and beautiful); then which of the blessings of your 
Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny? Hoor (beautiful, 
fair females) guarded in pavilions; Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny? 
With whom no man or jinni has had tamth (opened their 
hymens with sexual intercourse) before them. Then which 
of the blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) 
deny? Reclining on green cushions and rich beautiful 
mattresses. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will 
you both (jinn and men deny)? Blessed be the name of 
your Lord (Allah # ), the Owner of Majesty and Honor” 


{Qur’an 55:70-78} 
And Allah & said: 


“And they shall have therein Azwajun Muttaharatun 
(purified mates or wives)” {Qur’an 2:25} 


Meaning, purified from menstruation, post-natal bleeding, 
urine, feces, spit, and phlegm; they are not afflicted with 
any of these matters. But also, their manners, breaths, 
words, clothes, and temperaments, and characteristics are 
purified. 


Regarding the saying of Allah & : 


“And they shall have therein Azwajun Muttaharatun 
(purified mates or wives)” {Qur’an 2:25 } 


Abu Sa‘eed 28 reported that the Prophet $ said, “(Puri- 
fied) from menstruation, feces, phlegm, and spit.” 
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And regarding the saying of Allah & , 


“Hoor (beautiful, fair females) guarded (Maqsooraat) in 
pavilions” {Qur’an 55:72} 


Abul-Ahwas said, “It has reached us through a narra- 
tion that a cloud gave rain from underneath the 
Throne, and they (Hur) were created from its drops. 
Then a pavilion was erected for each one of them on the 
shore of the rivers. The size of one of those pavilions is 
forty miles, and it does not have a door. When the obedi- 


ent slave of Allah reaches the pavilion, it will split open 
to create a door, so that the obedient slave of Allah 
knows that the eyes of created beings — angels and 
servants in Paradise — have not seen them. So they are 
Magqsooraat (restrained and guarded), guarded from 
the eyes of created beings.” 


And Allah & said: 


“And there will be Hoor (fair females) with wide lovely 
eyes (tis wives for Muttaqoon). Like unto preserved 
pearls” {Qur’an 56:22,23} 


And Allah said in another verse: 


“(Delicate and pure) as if they were (hidden) eggs (well) 
preserved” {Qur’an 37:49} 


It is said that this is referring to the eggs of ostriches, 
which are hidden in sand. According to Arabs, the white- 
ness of those eggs is the best color of white. It is also said 
that this is referring to pearls before they come out of their 
shells. 


Allah & said: 


“Verily, we have created them (maidens) of special 
creation. And made them virgins. Loving (their husbands) 
only, (and) of equal age. For those on the right hand” 
{Qur’an 56:35-38} 


After being aged and weak in the world, the women 
referred to in the verse are created again by Allah, so that 
they become young, fresh virgins in Paradise. They are 
‘Uruban, which means that they are beloved to their 
husbands; and they are Atraaban for those on the right 
hand, which means they are of equal age to them. 


Questions Of Umm Salamah & Regarding The 
Women Of Paradise, And Answers From The 
Messenger Of Allah 2 


Umm Salamah & said, “I said ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
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inform me about the saying of Allah: 


“And there will be Hur (fair females) with wide lovely 
eyes (as wives for Muttaqun).” {Qur’an 56:22. 3 } 


He # said, ‘Huge eyes; the edge of an eyelid of Al-Hoor 
is like the wing of an eagle.’ I said, ‘Inform me about His 
Saying: 


“Like unto preserved pearls” {Qur’an 56:22,23} 


He & said, ‘Pureness, from the pureness of a pearls which 
are in shells that have not been touched by hands.’ I said, 
‘O Messenger of Allah, inform me about His Saying: 


“Therein (gardens) will be khairatun Hisan (fair (wives) 
good and beautiful)” {Qur’an 55:70} 


He > said, ‘Wonderful manners and beautiful faces.’ I 
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, inform about His Saying: 


“(Delicate and pure) as if they were (hidden) eggs (well) 
preserved” {Qur’an 37:49} 


He & said, ‘Their delicateness is like the delicateness of 
the skin on the inside of an egg (i.e. the fine thin layer that 
comes after the shell)...’ I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
inform me about His saying: 


“Loving (their husbands) only, (and) of equal age” 
{Qur’an 56:37} 


He & said, ‘They are the ones who became decrepit in the 
world, afflicted with Rams (shedding of tears caused by 
sickness; Rams is also the white filth that gathers in the 
corner of one’s eye) and Sham (whiteness of the hair). 
They will love passionately and they will be loved. And 
they will be Atraaban, born on the same day (i.e. of the 
same age).’ I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, inform me: are 
the women of the world better or Al-Hoor Al-‘Een (fair 
and beautiful maidens of Paradise, who have wide, beauti- 
ful eyes)?’ He $ said, ‘Rather, the women of the world 
are better than the Al-Hoor Al-‘Een, like the superiority of 
the outside of a garment to the lining (inside) of a 
garment.’ I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, with what (are 
women of the world superior)?’ He @ said, ‘With their 
prayer, their fasting, and their worship of Allah. Allah will 
clothe their faces with light, and their bodies with silk. 
White in color, with green garments, and yellow adorn- 
ments... And their combs are gold. They will say: We will 
live forever and never die, we are comfortable (or soft) 
and will never become wretched; we are settled and will 
never travel away. Lo! We are the pleased ones and we 


will never become dissatisfied or angry. Tooba (one mean- 
ing is blessed; or, as has preceded, this could be referring 
to Tooba, a tree in Paradise) for he who is for us and has 
us for him.’ I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, a woman from 
us marries two, three, or four husbands (in the world, after 
divorce or after the death of a husband), and then she dies. 
Then she enters Paradise and they enter with her. Who 
will be her husband?’ He said, ‘O Umm Salamah, she 
is given a choice, and she chooses the one from them who 
had the best manners. So she will say: O my Lord, this one 
had better manners towards me in the abode of the world 
than the rest of them, so marry me to him. O Umm 
Salamah, good manners have taken the goodness of the 
world and the Hereafter.’” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) 


‘Aishah @ reported that an old woman from the Ansaar 
came to the Messenger of Allah # and said, “O Messen- 
ger of Allah, invoke Allah to make me enter Paradise.” He 
# said, “Verily, no old woman enters Paradise.” The 
Messenger of Allah è went to pray, and he then came 
back to ‘Aishah @ . She @ said, “She received your 
words with hardship and distress.” He said, “That is 
how it is; verily, when Allah will make them enter 
Paradise, He will transform them into (young) virgins.” 
(Related by Abu Bakr ibn Abee Shaibah) 


The following, which explains how the believers enter 
Paradise, has already been mentioned in the Hadeeth of 
the horn: “A man from them will enter upon 72 wives — 
from that which Allah created — and two (wives) from the 
children of Adam. And the latter are superior over whom- 
soever Allah & pleases, due to their worship of Allah in 
the world. He (i.e., the dweller of Paradise) will enter 
upon the first of the two in a room made of rubies. She will 
be on a bed of gold, and it will be enwreathed with pearls. 
In it are 70 drawers of fine and thick silk. He will place his 
hand between her shoulders, and then he will look at his 
hand from her chest, from behind her garments, her flesh, 
and her skin. And he will look at the bone marrow of her 
leg, just as one of you looks at a wire of silver in ruby. 
While he is like that, it will be called out, ‘We know that 
you do not become bored and that she does not become 
bored, but, Lo! You have wives other than her. Then he 
will go out, and go to them, one at a time. Every time he 
goes to one, she says, “By Allah, there is none in Paradise 
who is better than you, and there is none in Paradise who 
is more beloved to me than you.’” Through many chains — 
some of which have been mentioned and some are still to 
come, Insha Allah, and we place our trust in Him — this 
Hadeeth has many others that attest to it. And we have 
previously mentioned the following Hadeeth, which is 
related by Ahmad, and which Abu Hurairah & related 
from the Prophet # : “And he has 72 wives from the 
Al-Hoor (beautiful women) Al-‘Een (having wide, beauti- 
ful eyes), other than his wives from the world. And verily, 


one of them takes her seat, which is as big as a mile on 
earth.” 


Abu Sa‘eed « reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “The least of the dwellers of Paradise in ranking has 
80 000 servants and 72 wives. A dome of pearls, emeralds, 
and rubies is erected for him; (it is as big) as the distance 
between Al-Jaabiyah and As-San‘aa.” (Related by Harma- 
lah) Ahmad and At-Tirmidhee related it as well, and each 
with his respective chain. 


Abu Umaamah # reported that the Messenger of Allah #} 
said, “There is no slave who enters Paradise except that he 
marries 72 wives: 2 from the Hoor Al-‘Een and 70 from 
the people of his era, from the people of the world.” (Relat- 
ed by Muhammad Ibn Ja’far Al-Firbaanee) This Hadeeth 
is very much Ghareeb, and what is memorized (by the 
reliable ones) is contrary to it: it is 2 wives from the 
children of Adam and 70 from the Al-Hoor Al-‘Een (fair 
maidens of Paradise, who have wide, beautiful eyes). And 
Allah knows best. 

Imam Ahmad, Yahyaa ibn Mu‘een, and others have 
spoken about the narrations of Khaalid ibn Yazeed Ibn 
Abee Maalik, one of the narrators of the Hadeeth; one 
such as he makes mistakes, without being certain (of what 
he relates). 


Al-Miqdaam ibn Ma’dee Karib related that the 
Messenger of Allah # said, “Verily, the martyr has six 
characteristics that are specific to him with Allah & : 
1) Allah forgives him at the first drop of his blood; 

2) he sees his seating place in Paradise; 

3) He is adorned with the garment of Eemaan; 

4) he is protected from the punishment of the grave; 

5) he is safe from the greater terror; 

6) and the Crown of Dignity is placed on his head. One 
ruby from it is better than the world and all that is in it. 
And he will marry 72 wives from the Al- Hoor Al-‘Een 
(fair maidens of Paradise, who have wide, beautiful 
eyes). And he will intercede for 70 people from his 
relatives.” 

Ahmad, At-Tirmidee, and Ibn Maajah related this 
Hadeeth, and At- Tirmidhee ruled it to be authentic. 





But what about the Hadeeth that Muslim related in his 
Saheeh, in which Ayyoob ibn Muhammad said, “Either 
vie with one another or reflect among yourselves: are 
there more men in Paradise or more women?” Abu Hurai- 
rah 2; said, “Did not Abul-Qaasim # say, ‘Verily, the first 
group to enter Paradise are upon the appearance of the 
moon on the night of the full moon. Those who follow that 
group are upon (the appearance of) the most illuminated 
glistening star in the sky. Each man among them has two 
wives; the bone marrow of their legs can be seen from 
behind their flesh. And there is no unmarried person in 
Paradise.’” And through another chain, the same Hadeeth 
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is related in Bukhaaree and Muslim. 


The two wives mentioned here refer to the daughters of 
Adam (i.e. a dweller of Paradise will have two wives from 
the daughters of Adam), and along with them one will 
have as much Al-Hoor Al-‘Een (fair maidens of Paradise, 
who have wide, beautiful eyes) as Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall 
(To Him belongs Might and Majesty) pleases one to have. 
The details of that have previously been discussed, and 
Allah % knows best. 


Abu Hurairah 2 reported that the Prophet “ said, “A 
man in Paradise has two wives from the Al-Hoor Al-‘Een 
(beautiful, fair women of Paradise that have wide, beauti- 
ful eyes); upon each one of them are 70 robes, and the 
bone marrow of their legs can be seen from behind their 
garments.” 


These Ahaadeeth are not in conflict with what is estab- 
lished in another Hadeeth that is related by Bukhaaree and 
Muslim: “I looked into the Hellfire, and I saw that most of 
its dwellers were women.” This is because women might 
constitute the majority of dwellers in Hell as well as the 
majority of dwellers in Paradise. Or, perhaps, they consti- 
tute the majority of dwellers in Hell and then some of 
them come out through intercession, and end up in 
Paradise, thus increasing the population of women in 
Paradise. And Allah È knows best. 


The following is the Hadeeth of Darraaj, which Abu 
Sa‘eed 4 ascribed to the Prophet $ : “Verily, a man from 
Paradise will recline for 70 years before moving. Then a 
woman will come to him and strike him on his shoulders. 
He will look with his face at her cheek, which is purer than 
a mirror. The smallest pearl upon her illuminates what is 
between the east and the west. She will give him greetings 
of peace, and he will respond with greetings of peach. And 
he will ask her, ‘Who are you?’ Then she will say, ‘I am 
from the Al-Mazeed (the increase).’ She will have on her 
70 garments... His gaze will pierce through them until he 
sees the blood marrow of her legs from behind that.” 
Ahmad related it in Al-Musnad. 


Anas &; reported that the Messenger of Allah # said, “An 
excursion during the beginning of the day in the way of 
Allah or an excursion at the end of the day (in the way of 
Allah) is better than the world and all that is in it. And the 
arm-span of one of you or the place of his Qid - meaning 
his whip - in Paradise is letter than the world and all that 
is in it. And were a woman from the women of the dwell- 
ers of Paradise to appear to the world, she would fill what 
is between its two sides with fragrance, and what is 
between its two sides would become pure. And the veil on 
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her head is better than the world and all that is in it.” 
(Ahmad) Bukhaaree related this through a different chain, 
and we mentioned it in its entirety at the beginning of our 
discussion on the description of Paradise. 


And this is in the narration of Al-Bukhaaree: “And were a 
woman from the women of the dwellers of Paradise to 
appear to the world, she would illuminate all that is 
between its two sides, and she would fill what is between 
its two sides with fragrance. And the veil on her head is 
better than the world and all that is in it.” 


Sa‘eed ibn Jubair & related that Ibn ‘Abbaas :& said, 
“Were a Hooree (a beautiful, fair woman of Paradise) to 
bring out her hand between the heaven and the earth, all 
created beings would be captivated by her beauty. And if 
she were to bring out her veil, the sun compared to its 
beauty would be like a wick (of a candle) compared to the 
sun: no light does it have. And were she to bring out her 
face, its beauty would illuminate that which is between 
the heavens and the earth.” (Related by Abu Bakr ibn 
Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 


Ibn Wahb related that Muhammad Ibn K ‘ab Al-Qurudhee 
said, “By Allah — and there is none worthy of worship 
except Allah — were a women from the Hoor (beautiful, 
fair women) Al-‘Een (having beautiful, wide eyes) to 
reveal her bracelet from the Throne, the light of her brace- 
let would put out the light of the sun and the moon. Then 
how would it be regarding her face? And as for all things 
Allah created that a wearer wears, there is nothing more 
perfect than the clothing and adornments that are on her.” 


And Abu Hurairah «&; said, “Verily, in Paradise there is 
a Hooree (beautiful woman of Paraidse) called Al-‘ Ain- 


aa. If she walks, 70,000 servants walk around her, and 
she says, ‘Where are the ones who ordered to good and 
the ones who forbade evil?” (Related by Al- Qurtubee) 





Abu Usaamah &; related that the Prophet # said, “The 
Al-Hoor Al-‘Een (beautiful women of Paradise, whose 
eyes are wide and beautiful) were created from saffron.” 
(Related by Al-Qurtubee) This Hadeeth is Ghareeb. This 
is also related from Ibn ‘Abbaas # and other Companions 
(ra anhum) . 


And the following is from the Mursal narrations of 
Ikrimah: “Verily, the Hoor Al-‘Een call out to their 
husbands while they are in the world; they say, ‘ʻO Allah, 
help him upon Your religion, bring his heart forth upon 
Your Obedience, and make him reach us by Your Glory, O 
Most Merciful of the merciful ones.”” 


And Mu‘aadh :& related the following narration, which he 
ascribed to the Prophet  : “Whenever a woman wrongs 
her husband in the world, his wife from the Hoor Al-‘Een 
says (addressing her), ‘May Allah fight you! He is only a 
guest (or stranger), and the time is near when he will part 
from you to come to us.”” (Ahmad) 


The Singing Of The Hoor Al-‘een (Beautiful 
Woman Of Paradise, Who Have Wide, Beautiful 
Eyes) In Paradise 


‘Alee «& reported that the Messenger of Allah $ said, 
“Verily, in Paradise there is a gathering for the Al-Hoor 
Al-‘Een. One of them raises her voice, and the created 
beings will have never heard anything comparable to it. 
They (Al-Hoor Al-‘Een) will say, ‘We will live forever 
and never perish; we are comfortable and will never 
become wretched; we are pleased and are never discontent- 
ed and never become angry. Tooba (means blessed, or 
may mean Tooba, a tree in Paradise) for the one who is for 
us, and who has us for him.” (At-Tirmidhee) 


Anas ibn Maalik & related that the Messenger of Allah 
$ said, “Verily, the wives of the dwellers of Paradise 
will sing for their husbands with the most beautiful 


voices that anyone will have ever heard. This is from 
that which they will sing: we live forever and never die, 
we are safe and never become afraid, we are settled and 
will never travel away.” (Related by Ibn Abee Dhuaib) 





Al-Waleed ibn ‘Abdah & related that the Messenger of 
Allah # said to Jibreel %& , “Make me stand before the 
Hoor Al-‘Een.” Jibreel made him stand before them, and 
he & said, “Who are you?” They said, “We are the girls of 
a people who are settled down and will not travel away, 
who are young and will not become old, and who fear 
Allah and do not sin.” (Related by Al-Laith ibn S‘ad) 


After relating the above-mentioned Hadeeth about the 
singing of the Hoor Al-‘Een, Al-Qurtubee said, “When 
they say that statement, the believing women from the 
people of the world will say, ‘We are the praying ones, and 
you never prayed; we are the fasting ones, and you never 
fasted; we are the ones who performed Wudoo (ablution), 
and you never performed Wudoo; we are the ones who 
gave charity, and you never gave charity.” ‘Aishah & 
said, “They (the believing women of the world) will 
overcome them (with their words).” And Allah & knows 
best. This is what Al-Qurtubee mentioned in At- Tadh- 
kirah; however, he did not ascribe it to any book. And 
Allah % knows best. 


Sexual Intercourse Of The People Of Paradise 
With Their Women, And They Shall Not Have Chil- 
dren Except If One Of Them Desires So 


Allah & said: 


“Verily, the dwellers of the Paradise, that Day, will be 
busy with joyful things. They and their wives will be in 
pleasant shades, reclining on thrones. They will have there- 
in fruits (of all kinds) and all that they ask for. (It will be 
said to them): Salam (peace be on you)-a Word from the 
Lord (Allah & ), Most Merciful” {Qur’an 36:55-58} 


Ibn Mas‘ood :& , Ibn ‘Abbaas # , and more than one 
Mufassir said about “busy with joyful things’: ‘Meaning, 
busy with deflowering virgins.’ 


And Allah & said: 


“Verily, the Mutaqoon (the pious) will be in place of 
security (Paradise). Among Gardens and springs. Dressed 
in fine silk and (also) in thick silk, facing each other. So (it 
will be). And we shall marry them to Hur (fair females) 
with wide, lovely eyes. They will call therein for every 
kind of fruit in peace and security. They will never taste 
death therein except the first death (of this world), and He 
will save them from the torment of blazing Fire, as a 
bounty from your Lord! That will be the supreme 
success!” {Qur’an 44:51-57} 


Anas 2; reported that the Messenger of Allah # said, “In 
Paradise, the believer will be given the strength of such 
and such number of men.” Anas # said, “I said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, and who will be able to bear that?’ He 
$ said, “He will be given the strength of 100.” (Related 
by Abu Daawood At-Tiyaalisee) At-Tirmidhee related it 
from the Hadeeth of Abu Daawood and said, “Saheeh 
Ghareeb.” 


Abu Hurairah 2; related that it was said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, will a man Afdaa (i.e. be alone with his wife to 
have sexual intercourse) in Paradise?” And in another 
narration, “Will we Nufdee (i.e. be alone with our wives 
for sexual intercourse) our wives?” He > said, “By the 
One Who has my soul in His Hand, in a single early morn- 
ing, a man will Yufdee (i.e., be alone with to have sexual 
intercourse) with 100 virgins.” (Related by 
At-Tabaraanee) Al-Haafiz Ad-Diyaa said, “With me, this 
fulfills the condition of As- Saheeh.” 


In another narration, Abu Hurairah # said, “The Messen- 


ger of Allah # was asked, “Will the people of Paradise 
touch their wives?” He > said, “With private parts that do 
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not bore or tire, and with desire that does not cease.” 
(Related by Al-Bazzaar) Al-Bazzaar then said, “...‘Ab- 
dur-Rahmaan (one of the narrators) is of sound mind; 
however, he occurred upon unknown Shuyookh, and 
related Munkar narrations, and so his Ahaadeeth became 
weak. And this Hadeeth is among those of his narrations 
that have been repudiated.” 


Abu Hurairah :& related that the Messenger of Allah & 
was asked, “Will we have sexual intercourse in Paradise?” 
He $ said, “Yes, and by the One Who has my soul in His 
Hand, Dahman Dahman (i.e., he will push through with 
vigor and force), and when he stands up from her, she will 
return to being a purified virgin.” (Related by Hurmulah) 


Abu Sa‘eed & related that the Messenger of Allah $ 
said, “Verily, when the people of Paradise have 
intercourse with their wives, they will then return to being 
virgins.” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) 


Abu Umaamah &; related that the Messenger of Allah 2: 
was asked, “Will the people of Paradise engage in sexual 
intercourse?” He # said, “Dahman Dahman (i.e., enter- 
ing with force), but there will be neither sperm nor death.” 


Because sperm ends the pleasure of sex and death ends the 
pleasure of life, they are both negated and non-existent in 
Paradise. 


Abu Umaamah # related that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah # being asked, “Do the people of Paradise engage 
in sexual intercourse?” He # said, “Yes, with a private 
part that does not bore or become tired and with a desire 
that does not cease.” 


What Has Been Said About The Granting Of Chil- 
dren To The People Of Paradise 


Imam Ahmad related a Hadeeth about those who will 
want children in Paradise, just as they loved children in 
the world. Abu Sa‘eed & related that the Prophet of 

& said, “If a believer desires to have a child in 
Paradise, then the period of pregnancy for that child, 
his delivery, and his Sinn (literally, age; here meaning 
coming of age, which in Paradise is 30 — or 33 — years 


old) is one hour, as he desires.” (Ahmad) At-Tirmidhee 
and Ibn Maajah related it from Mu‘aadh & , and 
At-Tirmidhee said, “Hasan Ghareeb.” Al-Haafiz Ad-Di- 
yaa Al-Maqdasee said, “In my view, this fulfills the 
conditions of Muslim.” Al-Haakim related it through a 
different chain, a chain that Al-Baihaqee ruled to be 
weak. 





In another narration, Abu Sa‘eed :& said, “O Messen- 
ger of Allah, will the people of Paradise have children, 
for having a child is from the completion of happiness.” 
The Prophet # said, “Yes, and by the One Who has my 
soul in His Hand, he is only in proportion to what one 
of you pleases; so there will be his conception, his 
suckling, and his youth.” 


This wording indicates that it is something which will 
occur, as opposed to what Bukhaaree and At-Tirmid- 
hee related from Ishaaq Ar-Raahawai, in that he would 
have a child in that manner if he wanted one, but he 
will not want one. It is related from a number of the 
Taabi‘oon — such as Taawoos, Mujaahid, Ibraaheem 
An- Nakha‘ee, and others — that, “Verily, none are 


given birth to in Pardadise.” 


This is true in that their sexual intercourse does not 
result in the conception of a child, as occurs in the 
world. In the world, offspring are desired for the inhabi- 
tation of the earth and the continuation of human 
beings. But in Paradise there is eternal living, so that 
purpose is served. Similarly, there is no semen in Para- 
dise, because semen indicates the end of one’s pleasure 
in sexual intercourse. However, if one does wish to have 
a child, he will have one as he pleases. Allah & said: 


“They shall have all that they will desire with their 
Lord. That is the reward of Muhsinun (good-doers)” 
{Qur’an 39:34} 





The Dwellers Of Paradise 


Their Lives Are Complete And Perfect, For They Do Not 
Die, And They Continue To Increase In The Strength Of 
Their Youth, The Freshness Of Their Faces, The Beauty 
Of Their Forms, And The Goodness Of Their Lives. That 
Is Why It Is Related In Certain Ahaadeeth That They Do 
Not Sleep, So That They Do Not Occupy Themselves In 
Something That Will Take Them Away From The 
Pleasure Of A Good And Delightful Life — May Allah & 
Make Us From Them 


Allah & said: 

“They will never taste death therein except the first death 
(of this world), and he will save them from the torment of 
blazing Fire” {Qur’an 44:56} 

And Allah & said: 


“Verily, those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah -Islam- 
ic Monotheism) and do righteous deeds, shall have the 
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Gardens of Al- Firdaus (Paradise) for their entertainment. 
Wherein they shall dwell (forever). No desire will they 
have for removal therefrom.” {Qur’an 18:107,108} 


This means that they will desire nothing else, wishing 
only to remain therein. Neither boredom nor weariness 
nor fatigue will overcome them; on the other hand, though 
something is delicious or delightful in this world, people 
may become bored of it. 


And we have previously mentioned the Hadeeth about 
death being slaughtered between Paradise and the 
Hellfire. Then a caller will call out, “O people of Paradise, 
eternal life and no death. O people of the Hellfire, eternal 
life and no death, Each one is eternally living in that 
which he is in.” 


Abu Sa‘eed :& related that the Prophet @ said, “Along 
with that, he will call out: ‘Verily, for you is to live and 
never die; for you is to be healthy and never become sick; 
for you is to remain young and never become old; and for 
you is to be in a state of bliss and delight without ever 
becoming miserable or sad.’ He will call out with these 
four (proclamations).” (Ahmad) 


Abu Hurairah 2; related that the Prophet said, “A caller 
will call out on the Day of Resurrection: ‘It is for you to 
live and never die; it is for you to be healthy and never 
become ill; it is for you to remain young and never 
become old; and it is for you to be in a state of bliss and 
delight without ever becoming miserable or sad.” 
(Ahmad) 


He said, “And that is the Saying of Allah & : 


“And it will be cried out to them: “This is the paradise 
which you have inherited for what you used to do.” 


{Qur’an 7:43} 


And Muslim related it through another chain. 


The People Of Paradise Do Not Sleep 


Jaabir & related that the Messenger of Allah =: said, 
“Sleep is the brother of death, and the people of Para- 


dise do not sleep.” (Related by Al-Haafiz Abu Bakr ibn 
Mirdawai) 





Jaabir & related that the Messenger of Allah $ was 
asked, “Do the dwellers of Paradise sleep?” He $ said, 
“Sleep is the brother of death, and the people of Paradise 
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do not sleep.” (Related by At- Tabaraanee) And Al-Baih- 
aqee related it through a different chain. 


‘Abdullah ibn Abee Aufaa said, “A man asked the Messen- 
ger of Allah & , ‘Through sleep Allah gives us delight and 
comfort in the world, so will the People of Paradise 
sleep?’ The Messenger of Allah $ said, ‘Verily, death is 
the partner of sleep, and there is no death in Paradise.’ 
They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, then what is their rest?’ 
He # said, ‘Verily, there is no fatigue or exhaustion there- 
in. Their affair in its entirety is rest.’ Then Allah & 
revealed (this Verse): 


“Where toil wvill touch us not nor weariness will touch 
us.” {Qur’an 35:35} 


(Related by Al-Baihagee) The chain of this narration is 
weak. 


The Good Pleasure Of Allah: That Is Over And 
Above What They Have With Them 


Allah & said: 


“The description of Paradise which the Mutaqoon (the 
pious) have been promised is that in it are rivers of water 
the taste and smell of which are not changed; rivers of 
milk of which the taste never changes; rivers of wine 
delicious to those who drink; and rivers of clarified honey 
(clear and pure) therein for them is every kind of fruit; and 
forgiveness from their Lord” {Qur’an 47:15} 


And Allah & said: “Allah has promised the believers — 
men and women — Gardens under which rivers flow to 
dwell therein forever, and beautiful mansions in Garden of 
‘Adn (Eden Paradise). But the greatest bliss is the good 
Pleasure of Allah & . That is the supreme success.” 
{Qur’an 9:72} 


Allah ‘Azza Wa-jall (To Him Belongs Might And 
Majesty) Will Place His Eternal Good Pleasure 
Upon The Dwellers Of Paradise 


Abu Sa‘eed # related that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Allah will say to the people of Paradise, 'O people 
of Paradise.’ They will say, ‘Here we are in answer to You, 
O our Lord, and we are ever seeking Your Pleasure.’ He $% 
will say, “Are you pleased.’ They will say, ‘And why 


should we not be pleased, when You have given us that 
which You have not given to anyone from Your creation?’ 
He & will say, ‘Verily, I have given you even better than 
that.’ They will say, ‘O our Lord, and what is better than 
that?’ He will say, ‘I have placed my Good Pleasure 
upon you, and I will never afterwards become angry at 
you.” (Related by Maalik ibn Anas) Bukhaaree and 
Muslim related it through the Hadeeth of Maalik. 


Jaabir ¿ related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“When the people of Paradise will enter Paradise, 
Allah & will say, ‘Shall I not give you (the narrator 
here says, ‘And I think he said’) (what is) better?’ They 
will say, ‘O our Lord, and what is better than that 


which You have given us?’ He = will say, ‘My Good 
Pleasure is greater.’” (Related by Abu Bakr AI-Ba- 
zzaar) This Hadeeth fulfills the conditions of Bukhaa- 
ree, but none of the compilers of books has related it 
through this chain. 


A Mention Of The Lord & Looking At Them And 
A Mention Of Them Looking At Him - How 
Perfect He Is! 


Allah & said: 


“Their greeting on the Day they shall meet Him will be 
‘Salaam: Peace (i.e. the angels will say to them: Salaamu 
‘Alaikum)!’ And He has prepared for them a generous 
reward (i.e., Paradise)” {Qur’an 33:44} 


And Allah & said: 


“(It will be said to them): Salaamun (peace be on you), a 
Word from the Lord (Allah), Most Merciful” {Qur’an 
36:58} 


Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah related that the Messenger of 
Allah # said, “While the people of Paradise will be in 
their happiness and bliss, a light will shine for them. 
They will raise their heads, and their Lord ‘Azza 
Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) will be 
overlooking them from His Grace, from above them. 
Then He will say, ‘Salaamun ‘Alaikum (peace be upon 


you), O people of Paradise.’ And that is the saying of 
Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majes- 


ty): 


“(It will be said to them): Salaamun (peace be on you), 
a Word from the Lord (Allah), Most Merciful” 
{Qur’an 36:58} (Ibn Maajah) 


A Mention Of The Dwellers Of Paradise Looking 
At Their Lord ‘Azza Wa-jall (To Him Belongs 
Might And Majesty) — For A Period That Is Like A 








Week — In A Gathering Of Theirs With Him Over 
There, Which Is For The Said Purpose 


Allah & said: 


“Some faces that Day shall be Naadirah (shining and 
radiant), looking at their Lord (Allah)” {Qur’an 75:22,23} 


And Allah & said: 


“Verily, Al-Abraar (the pious who fear Allah and avoid 
evil) will be in Delight (Paradise). On thrones, looking (at 
all things). You will recognize in their faces the brightness 
of delight” {Qur’an 83: 22-24} 


And we have already mentioned the following Hadeeth, 
which is related by Abu Moosa Al-Ash‘aree & ; in it, the 
Messenger of Allah # said, “Two Gardens (in Paradise) 
made of gold, including its utensils and that which is in 
them, and two Gardens (in Paradise) of silver, including 
its utensils and that which is in them. And there is nothing 
between the people and between their looking at their 
Lord ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) 
except for the Ridaa Al-Kibriyaa (Robe of Glory) on His 
Face, in the Gardens of ‘Adan (Eden, Paradise).” And the 
following is related by Ibn ‘Umar #2; : “And the highest of 
them (in ranking) is he who looks at Allah twice a day.” 


This is attested to by a Hadeeth that is related by Bukhaa- 
ree and Muslim, from Jareer 4% , who ascribed it to the 
Prophet  . While mentioning the believers looking at 
their Lord on the Day of Resurrection, he # said, “Just as 
they see the sun and the moon.” Then after that, “And if 
you are able to not miss the Prayer before the rising of the 
sun and before its setting, then do not miss doing so.” He 
a then recited: 











“And glorify the Praises of your Lord, before the rising of 
the sun and before (its) setting (i.e., the Fajr, Zuhr, and 
‘Asr Prayers)” {Qur’an 50:39} 


And this is related in Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree: “And indeed, 
you will see your Lord with a seeing.” The context here 
indicates that they will see their Lord at the times of 
worship. It appears that the righteous ones will see Allah 
‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) at 
periods that are like the two sides of the day — the morning 
and the evening. And this is a truly high ranking. They 
will even see their Lord (Allah) ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him 
belongs Might and Majesty) while they are on their raised 
thrones and beds, just as one sees the moon in the world. 
They will also see Allah & in a more general and compre- 
hensive gathering, which in duration, is like the days of 
the week. The people of Paradise will gather in a vast 
valley, on white musk, and there they will be honored in 
proportion to their degrees. Some among them will be 
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sitting on pulpits made of light; others on pulpits made of 
gold; and yet others will be sitting on other kinds of jewels 
and materials... Then tables of different kinds of foods and 
drinks will be placed before them - food and drink that no 
eye has seen, that no ear has heard, and that has not 
occurred to the heart of any human being. Then they will 
be anointed with different kinds of perfume. They will be 
given such honors as had never crossed their minds. Then 
Allah & — How perfect He is! — will appear to them, and 
He will address them one by one, as is indicated by certain 
Ahaadeeth, Ahaadeeth that we will relate shortly insha 
Allah & . 


Some scholars have related a difference of opinion 
concerning women: will they see Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall 
(To Him belongs Might and Majesty) as men will see 
Him? It has been said that, no they will not, because 
they are guarded in pavilions. And it has been said 
that, yes, they will, because there is nothing to prevent 
them from seeing Him from their pavilions or from 
other places. And Allah & said: 


“Verily, Al-Abrar (the pious Believers of Islamic Mono- 
theism) will be in Delight (Paradise). On thrones, 
looking (at all things)” {Qur’an 83:22,23} 


And Allah & said: 


“They and their wives will be in pleasant shades, reclin- 
ing on thrones” {Qur’an 36:56} 


And the Messenger of Allah # said, “Verily, you will 
see your Lord ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs 
Might-and Majesty) just as you see this moon. You will 
not argue (or quarrel) over seeing Him, so if you are 
able, consistently perform the prayer before the rising 
of the sun and before its setting.” This is comprehen- 
sive for both men and women. And Allah & knows 
best. 


Some scholars have offered a third view: women will 
see Allah & on special occasions. On special occasions, 
Allah & will appear to the dwellers of Paradise in a 
general appearance, and so women will see Him & at 
those times only. At any rate, this opinion requires a 
specific proof to support it. And Allah % knows best. 





And Allah 8 said: 
“For those who have done good is the best (reward i.e. 
Paradise) and even more (i.e. having the honor of glancing 


at the Countenance of Allah & )” {Qur’an 10:26. 2} 


A group of Companions (ra anhum) have explained “even 
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more” to mean looking at the Countenance of Allah & . 
These are some of the Companions and scholars after 
them to have given that explanation: Abu Bakr As-Sidde- 
eq & , Ubai ibn Ka‘ab & , Ka‘ab ibn ‘Ujrah & , Hudhai- 
fah ibn Al-Yamaan # , Abu Moosa Al-Ash‘aree & , 
Abdullah ibn ‘Abbaas :& , Sa‘eed ibn Al-Musayyib, 
Mujaahid, Ikrimah, ‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Abee Lailah, 
‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Saabit, Al-Hasan, Qataadah, 
Ad-Dahhaak, As-Siddee, Muhammad ibn Ishaaq, and 
other early generation as well as recent scholars — may 
Allah have mercy on them and bestow upon them an 
honorable abode. 


That the believers will see their Lord ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To 
Him belongs Might and Majesty) in the Hereafter is 
related by a group of Companions. Abu Bakr 8; is one of 
them, and we have hitherto related his Hadeeth in its 
entirety. ‘Alee ibn Abee Taalib :& is another; he & related 
that the Messenger of Allah # said, “The people of 
Paradise will see the Lord (Allah & ) on every Jumu‘ah 
(Friday).” The Hadeeth continues, and in it, he $ said, 
“When He raises the screen, it is as if He was not seen 
before that.” And Allah & said: 


“And We have more (for them, i.e. a glance at the 
All-Mighty, All-Majestic % )” {Qur’an 50:35} 


Here are some of the other Companions who related that 
the people of Paradise will see Allah & in the Hereafter: 
Ubai ibn Ka‘ab :& , Anas ibn Maalik #, , Buraidah ibn 
Al-Husaib #; , Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah :& , Hudhaifah & , 
Zaid ibn Thaabit #4} , Salmaan Al-Faarisee  , Abu 
Sa‘eed Sa‘ad ibn Maalik ibn Sinaan Al-Khudree & , Abu 
Umaaman Siddee ibn ‘Ijlaan Al-Baahilee «& , Suhaib ibn 
Sinaan Ar-Roomee :& , ‘Ubaadah ibn As-Saamit 3% , 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbaas «& , ibn ‘Umar :& , ‘Abdullah ibn 
‘Amr 2, , Abu Moosa ‘Abdullah ibn Qais «& , ‘Abdullah 
ibn Mas‘ood # , ‘Adee ibn Haatim # , ‘Ammaar ibn 
Yaasir &, , ‘Ammaarah ibn Ruwaibah #, , Abu Rizzeen 
Al-‘Ugqailee & , Abu Hurairah # , and ‘Aishah & , the 
Mother of the Believers. 


We have already related many of those narrations, and we 
will still relate that which is suitable to the context, Insha 


Allah. We place our trust on Allah, and we depend upon 
Him completely. 


The Day Of Friday Is The Day Of Increase 


Suhaib «& related that the Messenger of Allah # recited 


this verse: 


“For those who have done good is the best (reward i.e. 
Paradise) and even more (i.e. having the honor of glancing 
at the Countenance of Allah & )” {Qur’an 10:26} 


He # then said, “When the people of Paradise are 
admitted into Paradise, and the people of the Hellfire 
are made to enter the Hellfire, a caller will call out, ‘O 
people of Paradise, you have for yourselves a promise 
with Allah that He wills to execute upon you.’ They will 
say, ‘And what is it? Were not our scales heavy? Did 


not our faces become white? Did He not admit us into 
Paradise and keep us away from the Hellfire?’ Then 
He will raise His Screen for them, and they will look at 
Him. By Allah, Allah will not have given them 
anything more beloved to them or more delightful to 
their eye than their looking at Him.” (Ahmad) Muslim 
related the same through a different chain. 





Abu Tameemah Al-Hujaimee related that he heard Abu 
Moosa Al- Ash‘aree :&; deliver the following sermon from 
the pulpit of Basrah: “On the Day of Resurrection, Allah 
will indeed send an angel to the people of Paradise, and he 
will say to them, ‘O people of Paradise, did Allah carry 
out for you that which He promised you?’ They will look, 
seeing jewelry, robes, rivers, and purified wives, and then 
they will say, “Yes, He did carry out for us that which He 
promised us.’ They will say that three times, and then the 
angel will say, ‘There remains something.’ Verily Allah 
says, 


“For those who have done good is the best (reward i.e. 
Paradise) and even more (i.e. having the honor of glancing 
at the Countenance of Allah & )” {Qur’an 10:26} 


Lo “the best” is Paradise, and “even more” is glancing at 
the Countenance of Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs 
Might and Majesty).” (Related by ‘Abdullah ibn 
Al-Mubaarak) This narration is Mawqoof (1.e., it is a 
saying of Abu Moosa Al-Ash‘aree :& , and not of the 
Prophet 2; ). 


In another narration, Abu Moosa # reported that the 
Messenger of Allah $ said, “On the Day of Resurrection, 
Allah will indeed send a caller who will say, ‘O people of 
Paradise — with a voice that the first and last of them will 
hear — Allah indeed promised you “the best” and “even 
more.” “The best” is Paradise and “even more” is a glance 
at the Countenance of the Most Merciful.’” (Related by 
ibn Jareer and ibn Abee Haatim) 


Ubai ibn Ka‘ab :& related that he asked the Messenger of 
Allah # about the saying of Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him 
belongs Might and Majesty): 


“For those who have done good is the best (reward i.e. 
Paradise) and even more (i.e. having the homor of glanc- 
ing at the Countenance of Allah )” {Qur’an 10:26} 


He Æ said, “ ‘The best’ is Paradise and ‘even more’ is 
glancing at the Countenance of Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To 
Him belongs Might and Majesty).” (Related by ibn Abee 
Haatim) 


ibn Jareer related the same about this verse: 


“For those who have done good is the best (reward i.e. 
Paradise) and even more (i.e. having the honor of glancing 
at the Countenance of Allah & )” {Qur’an 10:26} 


In that narration, Ka‘ab ibn ‘Ujrah 2 related that the 
Prophet # said, “ ‘For those who have done good’ in the 
world is ‘the best’, and that is Paradise. And ‘even more’ 
is glancing at the Countenance of Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To 
Him belongs Might and Majesty).” However, two of the 
narrators are spoken about (i.e., in a way that negatively 
affects their status as narrators), and Allah & knows best. 


‘Umair related that he heard Anas ibn Maalik & say, 
“Jibreel came with a white mirror, which had a black spot 
on it, to the Prophet $ . The Prophet # said, ‘What is 
this?’He said, “You and your nation have been preferred 
with it, and the people are your followers regarding it — 
the Jews and the Christians. And there is good for you in 
it. In it there is an Hour: anyone who supplicates to Allah 
for goodness while he is in harmony with that hour, then 
his supplication will be answered. And it is with us the day 
of ‘even more.’ Then the Prophet $ said, ‘O Jibreel, and 
what is the day of ‘even more’?’ He said, ‘Your Lord has 
taken a vast valley in Firdaus, in which there are dunes of 
musk. On the day of Jumu‘ah (Friday), Allah — how 
perfect He is! & - will descend and will make whosoever 
of His angels He wills to descend. Around Him are pulpits 
of light, and upon them are the seats of the Prophets. And 
those pulpits are surrounded by chairs that are made of 
gold, and rubies and emeralds enwreathe them. Upon 
them are the martyrs and the truthful ones, and they are 
seated behind them, on those dunes. Then Allah will say, 
‘Tam you Lord; I am your Lord, and I have fulfilled to you 
My promise, so ask Me and I will give you.’ They will say, 
‘O Allah, we ask You for Your Good Pleasure.’ He & will 
say, ‘I have indeed become pleased with you, and upon 
Me is to give you what you wish, and with Me is even 
more.’ And they love Friday because of the goodness that 
their Lord gives them on that day, and it is the day that 
their Lord % Istawaa (rose over (in a manner that is 
suitable to His Perfection, Greatness, and Majesty)) the 
Throne. On that day, Adam 4 was created, and on that 
day, the Hour will come to pass.” (Related by Imam 
Ash-Shaafi‘ee in his Musnad) 
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Anas . related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“Jibreel came to me and in his hand there was a white 
mirror, upon which there was a black dot. I said, ‘What is 
this, O Jibreel?’ He said, ‘This is Jumu‘ah (Friday), which 
Allah has presented to you, so that it is a ‘Eed (holiday) 
for you and for your people after you. You will be first, 
and then the Jews and the Christians will be after you.’” 
The Prophet $} said, “And what is there for us in it?” He 
said, “In it, there is an hour for you: no believer suppli- 
cates for good in it, which was allotted to him, except that 
Allah gives it to him. And if he supplicates for good that 
was not allotted for him, that which is greater than it is 
saved for him. If he seeks refuge from something that was 
written upon him, Allah will protect him from something 
that is greater than it.” The Prophet $ said, “I said, ‘What 
is this black dot?’ He said, ‘It is the Hour, which will come 
to pass on Friday. Friday is the chief of days with us, and 
in the Hereafter, we call it the day of Al-Mazeed (even 
more).”” 

The Prophet # said, “And what is the Day of Al-Ma- 
zeed?” He said, “Verily, your Lord has taken a vast valley 
in Paradise, which is made of white musk. On the day of 
Friday, Allah & will descend from... onto His Kursee 
(Footstool). Then His Kursee will be surrounded by 
pulpits of light, and the Prophets will come and sit on 
them. Then the pulpits will be surrounded by chairs made 
of gold, and then the truthful ones and the martyrs will 
come and sit on them. Then the people of Paradise will 
come until they sit on the Kathb (dune). Then their Lord 
‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) will 
appear to them, until they look at His Countenance, and 
He will say, ‘I am the One Who fulfilled and completed 
for you My Favor, and this is the place of My Honor, so 
ask Me.’ Then they will ask Him until their wishes end. 
And He will grant them at that point that which no eye has 
seen, which no ear has heard, and which has not occurred 
to the heart of any human being. Then He will remain 
until the time when people will leave from Friday. Then 
Allah will ascend onto His Kursee, and the martyrs and 
the truthful ones will ascend with Him. (Here the narrator 
says, ‘and I think he said’) And the people of the rooms 
return to their rooms, which are created from white pearls, 
or red rubies, or green emeralds... And there is nothing 
they need more than the day of Friday, so that they can 
increase in honor on that day, and so that they can increase 
in glancing at His Countenance & . And that is why it is 
called the day of Al-Mazeed (“even more”).” (Related by 
Al-Bazzaar) Al-Haafiz Abu Ya’laa Al-Moosalee related it 
in his Musnad through another chain. Al-Haafiz Abu 
Hasan and Ad- Daaraqutnee related it through various 
chains. Al-Haafiz Ad-Diyaa said, “It has been related 
through a good chain from Anas # .” And Companions 
other than Anas :& have related it. 
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Hudhaifah & related that the Messenger of Allah 
said, “Jibreel came to me and mentioned the day of 
Al-Mazeed (“even more”)... The first words that they 
will hear from Allah are, ‘Where are my slaves who 
obeyed Me regarding the unseen and they had not seen 
Me? And (those slaves) who obeyed My Messengers 
and believed in My Matter? Ask Me, for this is the Day 
of Al-Mazeed.’ They will gather upon one word, ‘We 
are indeed pleased, so be pleased with us.’ He will 
return to His saying, ‘O people of Paradise, had I not 
been pleased with you, I would not have had you inhab- 
it My Paradise. This is the Day of Al-Mazeed, so ask 
Me.’ Then they will gather upon one word, ‘Show us 
Your Countenance, O our Lord, so that we will look at 
You.’ Then Allah will remove the screens. And such 
light of His will appear to them that, were it not that 
Allah decreed for them not to die, they would have been 
burned. Then Allah will say to them, ‘Return to your 
abodes’, and they will return to their abodes. And they 
will have (such) a day every seven days, and that is the 
day of Friday.” (Related by Al-Bazzaar) 





The Mention Of The Marketplace Of Paradise 


Sa‘eed ibn Al-Musayyib related that he met Abu Hurairah 
® , and the latter said to him, “I ask Allah to gather me 
and you together in the Soog (marketplace) of Paradise.” 
Sa‘eed said, “And is there a marketplace in Paradise.” 
Abu Hurairah 8 said, “Yes. The Messenger of Allah 2 
informed me that, when the people of Paradise enter 
Paradise by dint of their deeds, permission will be given to 
them in a period that is like Friday from the days of the 
world. Then they will visit Allah in a Garden from the 
Gardens of Paradise. Pulpits of light will be placed for 
them, as well as pulpits of pearls, pulpits of emeralds, 
pulpits of rubies, pulpits of gold, and pulpits of silver. The 
lowest of them — and there is no lowest among them — is 
on a Kuthbaan (dune) of musk and Kaafoor. They will not 
think that the people of the chairs have a better seating 
than they do.” Abu Hurairah # said, “I said, ‘O Messen- 
ger of Allah, will we see our Lord?’” The Prophet # said, 
“Yes, do you quarrel about seeing the sun and (about 
seeing) the moon on the night of a full moon?” Abu Hurai- 
rah & said, “We said, ‘No.’” He said, “Then likewise you 
will not quarrel about seeing your Lord. And there are 
none in that gathering except that He # will address them 
with a speech. He # will say, ‘O so-and-so, do you remem- 
ber the day you did such and such deed?’ And that person 
will remember some of his treacheries in the world. He 
will say, “Yes, but did You not forgive me.’ He will say, 
“Yes, and by My Forgiveness, you reached this station of 
yours.’ While they will be upon that state, a cloud will 
cover them from above, and it will rain perfume down on 


them, and it will have a fragrance, the likes of which they 
will have never before scented. Then our Lord ‘Azza 
Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) will say, 
‘Stand to what I have prepared for you in terms of honor, 
and take that which you desire.’ Then they will find a Sooq 
(marketplace) which is surrounded by angels. What is in 
that marketplace no eye has seen the likes of, no ear has 
heard (the likes of), and no heart has imagined (the likes 
of). Whatever we desire will be carried to us; nothing will 
be bought therein, nor will anything be sold. In that Sooq, 
the people of Paradise will meet one another. One of high 
uniform will go and he will meet one who is lower than 
him — and there is no one who is lowly therein. The latter 
will be very much delighted by the attire and form of the 
former, and he will not finish talking to him until he imag- 
ines an even better outfit upon himself, and that is because 
it is not suitable for anyone to be grieved in Paradise. 
Then we will return to our abodes, where our wives will 
meet us. They will say, ‘Welcome, welcome to our love. 
You have come, and upon you is more beauty and 
fragrance than you parted us with.’ And we will say, “We 
were in the company of our Lord, the All-Mighty, ‘Azza 
Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty), so we are 
deserving of changing in the way we have changed.’” 
(Related by Al-Haafiz Abu Bakr ibn Abee ‘Aasim) ibn 
Maajah and At-Tirmidhee related it through their own 
respective chains. And At-Tirmidhee said, “Ghareeb, we 
do not know it except in this form.” And Abu Bakr ibn 
Abee Ad-Dunyaa related it through yet another chain. 


Anas ibn Maalik :& related that the Messenger of Allah 
$ said, “Verily, in Paradise there is a Soog (market- 
place) that they go to every Friday. Then the wind of the 
left will blow, and it will pour upon their faces and their 
garments. Thus they will increase in grace and beauty. 
Then they will return to their wives, after having 
increased in grace and beauty. And their wives will say 
to them, ‘By Allah, after leaving us, you have increased 
in grace and beauty.’ And they will say, ‘And you, by 
Allah, have indeed increased, since we left you, in grace 
and beauty.’” (Muslim) Ahmad related the same 
through a different chain, though his narration has the 
following beginning: “Verily, there is a Sooq (Market- 
place) in Paradise, and in it there is a Kuthbaan (dune) 
of musk. When they go to it, the wind will blow...” 





The Ground Of Paradise As Well As The Good- 
ness And Spreading Of Its Good Fragrance 


Abu Hurairah 2 reported that the Prophet $ said, “the 
earth of Paradise is white; its wide plane consists of rocks 
of Al-Kaafoor, and it is surrounded by musk, which are 
like sand dunes. In it are steady rivers. Therein the people 


of Paradise gather and become acquainted with one anoth- 
er. And then Allah will send the wind of mercy, which will 
Stir up a good fragrance upon them. A man will return to 
his wife, and will have increased in beauty and fragrance. 
She will say to him, ‘You left me, and I was pleased with 
you, and I am now even more pleased with you.’” (Relat- 
ed by Abu Bakr ibn Abee Shaibah) 


In a Hadeeth found in At-Tirmidhee, ‘Ali # related that 
the Messenger of Allah # said, “Verily, in Paradise there 
is a Marketplace, but there occurs no buying or selling 
therein. Instead, there are only appearances of men and 
women, and so if a man desires an appearance, he enters 
into it.” (At-Tirmidhee) 


It must be understood that this Hadeeth is Ghareeb, as 
At-Tirmidhee — may Allah have mercy on him — pointed 
out. At any rate, it is taken to mean that men will only 
desire to enter into appearances of men; similarly, women 
will only desire to enter into appearances of women. 
Therefore, this Hadeeth becomes an explanation of the 
previous one. And that is referring to one’s form, shape, 
outfit, clothing — which we have mentioned in the Hadeeth 
of Abu Hurairah # in regards to the Sooq of Paradise: 
“One of high attire will come and will meet one who is 
lower than him; the latter will be very much pleased with 
the attire and form of the former, but he does not finish 
speaking with him before he imagines that he is wearing 
better than him. And that is because it is not suitable for 
anyone to grieve therein.” 


However, it appears that this Hadeeth is not well memo- 
rized, because of ‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Ishaaq ibn 
Al-Haarith, also known by the name Abu Shaibah Al-Waa- 
sitee. Imam Ahmad said about him, “He is nothing (1.e., in 
narrating Ahaadeeth), and his Hadeeth is Munkar.” Imam 
Ahmad ruled that he lied in his narrations from An- 
No‘maan ibn Sa‘ad from Al-Mugheerah ibn Sho’bah & , 
in Ahaadeeth that he ascribed to the Prophet @ . Yahyaa 
ibn Mu‘een also ruled that he is weak, and the following 
scholars passed the same ruling: Muhammad ibn Sa‘ad, 
Ya’qoob ibn Sufyaan, Al-Bukhaaree, Abu Daawood, Abu 
Haatim, Abu Zur‘ah, An-Nisaaee, ibn Khuzaimah, ibn 
‘Adee, and others. And in At-Takmeel, I related in detail 
what they said about him. All praise is for Allah, and all 
favors and blessings are from Him. 


Hadeeth narrations are not accepted from a man of the 
above description when he is the sole narrator, but 
especially in regard to this Hadeeth, for it is very much 
Munkar. In the best of circumstances, we can say that he 
heard something and did not understand it correctly, and 
then expressed it in deficient words. And so the original 
wording of the Hadeeth is as we mentioned in the Hadeeth 
of Abu Hurairah :& , about the Marketplace of Paradise. 
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And Allah knows best. 


It has been related in another form that is also Ghareeb: 
Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah «& said, “The Messenger of Allah $ 
came out to us when we were gathered together. He # 
said, ‘O group of Muslims, there is indeed a marketplace 
in Paradise; in it there is no buying or selling, but rather 
only appearances. So whoever loves an appearance of a 
man or a women, he enters into it.” (Related by Muham- 
mad Ibn ‘Abdullah Al-Hadramee; the Haafiz, well known 
as Matr). One of the narrators of this Hadeeth, Jaabir Ibn 
Yazeed Al- Ja’ fee, is weak in his Hadeeth narrations. And 
Allah knows best. 


The Beautiful Fragrance Of Paradise: So Far 
Does It Spread That It Can Be Scented From A 
Far Off Distance, From A Distance Of Many Years 
Away 


Allah & said: 


“But those who are killed in the way of Allah, He will 
never let their deeds be lost. He will guide them and set 
right their state. And admit them to Paradise which He 


has made known to them (‘Arrafaha Lahum (i.e. they 
will know their places in Paradise better than they used 
to know their homes in the world))” {Qur’an 47:4-6} 





Some have said that “Arrafaha Lahum means, perfumed it 
for them, from the word ‘Urf, which means a good and 
pure fragrance. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn Al-‘Aas & 
related that the Prophet # said, “Whoever claims father- 
hood to other than his true father, then he will not smell 
the fragrance of Paradise, and its fragrance is found from 
the distance of 50 years.” (Related by Abu Daawood At- 
Tiyaalisee) Ahmad related it through Sho’bah, with the 
wording, “70 years.” 


Mujaahid said, “So and so wanted to be called Junaadah 
ibn Abee Umayyah, and then ‘Abdullah ibn 'Amr # said: 
The Messenger of Allah said, ‘Whoever claims father- 
hood for other than his true father, then he will not smell 
the fragrance of Paradise, and the fragrance of Paradise is 
found from the measurement — or from the distance of 70 
years.’ He # said, ‘Whoever intentionally lies upon me, 
then let him take his seat in the Hellfire.’” (Ahmad) 


In another narration, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr & related that 
the Prophet # said, “Whoever kills a Mu‘aahud (one who 
is under the protection of Muslims by agreement), then he 
will not smell the fragrance of Paradise. And verily, its 
fragrance is found from the distance of 40 years.” (Bukhaa- 
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chain. 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr # related that the Messenger of 
Allah $ said, “Whoever kills someone from the people of 
Dhimmah (Jews and Christians who are under the protec- 
tion of Muslims through an agreement), then he will not 
smell the fragrance of Paradise, and the fragrance of 
Paradise is found from the distance of one year.” (Ahmad) 


Abu Hurairah #; related that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Whoever kills a soul who is Mu‘aahud (under 
protection of the Muslims by agreement) without the right 
to do so, then he will not smell the fragrance of Paradise, 
and the fragrance of Paradise is found from the distance of 
one year.” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) Abu Daawood and 
At-Tirmidhee related it through a different chain, with the 
wording, “70 autumns.” Hasan said about it, “Authentic.” 
Al-Haafidh Ad-Diyaa said, “In my view, it (the Hadeeth of 
Abu Hurairah :&; ) fulfills the conditions of As-Saheeh.” 


Abu Bakrah related that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah say, “The fragrance of Paradise is found from the 
distance of 100 years.” (Related by ‘Abdur-Razzaaq) 
Sa‘eed ibn ‘Uroobah related from Qatadaada, “500 
years.” 


In another narration Abu Hurairah :& ascribed this saying 
to the Prophet $ : “The fragrance of Paradise is found 
from the distance of 500 years.” (Related by Al-Haafidh 
Abu Na‘eem Al-Asbahaanee in Kitaab Sifatul-Jannah) 
However, one of the narrators, Ar-Rabee’ Ibn Badr, is 
weak. 


In another narration from Abu Hurairah & , the 
Prophet ~ said, “Women who are dressed yet naked, 
Maailaat Mumeelaat (astray, and leading others 


astray) will not enter Paradise, and they will not scent 
its fragrance, though its fragrance is found from the 
distance of 500 years.” (Related by Maalik) 





Jaabir # related that the Messenger of Allah said, “The 
fragrance of Paradise is found from the distance of 1000 
years. By Allah, the ‘Aaq (one who is undutiful to his 
parents) and the one who breaks off ties of relations will 
not smell it.” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) 


When Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘aadh #4 , who is also called Anas ibn 
An-Nadr & , was killed on the Day of Uhud, he could not 
be identified because of his many wounds. His sister, 
Ar-Rabee’ bint An-Nadr & , was only able to recognize 
him by his fingers. More than 80 wounds — from the 
Striking of a sword, to a stab, and to the piercing (of an 
arrow) — were found on him 2; . This is established in 


Bukhaaree and Muslim. 


Mu‘aadh # said, “Anas found the fragrance of Paradise, 
though he was on the earth, while it was above the 
heavens, unless it came near the believers on that day.” 
And Allah # knows best. 


The Light And Splendor Of Paradise, And Its 
Beautiful Scenery In The Morning And In The 
Evening 


Allah & said: 


“And when you look there (in Paradise), you will see a 
delight (that cannot be imagined), and a great domin- 
ion. Their garments will be of fine green silk and gold 


embroidery. They will be adorned with bracelets of 
silver, and their Lord will give them a pure drink” 
{Qur’an 76:20,21} 





And Allah & said: 


“Abiding therein; - excellent it is as an abode, and as a 
place to dwell” {Qur’an 25:76} 


And Allah & said: 


“Verily, you have (a promise from Us) that you will never 
be hungry therein nor naked. And you (will) suffer not 
from thirst therein nor from the sun’s heat” {Qur’an 
20:118,119} 


And Allah & said: 


“They will see there neither the excessive heat of the sun, 
nor the excessive bitter cold (as in Paradise there is no sun 
and no moon)” {Qur’an 76:13} 


Ar-Rameel ibn Simaak related that he heard his father 
relate that he met ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbaas «& in Madeenah 
after the latter lost his eyesight. Ar-Rameel said, “O Ibn 
‘Abbaas # , what is the earth (land) of Paradise?” He 
said, “It is white from silver, as if it is a mirror.” He said, 
“And what is its light?” Ibn ‘Abbaas «&; said, “Did you not 
witness the hour that is before the rising of the sun? Then 
that is its light, except that there is neither sun (excessive 
heat) nor Zamhareer (bitter cold) therein.” (Related by 
Abu Bakr ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 


In another narration, Ibn ‘Abbaas related that the 
Messenger of Allah said, “Allah created Paradise 
white, and the most beloved attire to Allah is the white 
one. Then let your loved ones wear it, and bury your 
deceased ones in it.” (Related by Ahmad ibn Mansoor Ar- 
Ramaadee) 


Usaamah ibn Zaid # related that the Messenger of Allah 
$ said, “Shall not one work for Paradise? For there is 
nothing similar to it. It is, by the Lord of the Ka’bah, 
shining light... built castle, constant river, ripe and fresh 
fruit, graceful and beautiful wife, and many robes in an 
eternal place, in an abode of safety; it is fruits and vegeta- 
bles and neighbors, and blessing, in a high and splendid 
place.” They said, “O Messenger of Allah, we are the ones 
who are prepared to work for it.” He # said, “Then say, 
‘Insha Allah (If Allah wills).’” The people said, “InshaAl- 
lah.” (Related by Abu Bakr Al- Bazzaar) Ibn Maajah and 
Abu Bakr ibn Daawood related it, each with his respective 
chain. 


Abu Hurairah # reported that the following narration, 
which he ascribed to the Prophet @ : “The earth of 
Paradise is white; its wide plane consists of rocks of 
Kanfoor, and it is surrounded by musk that are like sand 
dunes. In it are constant rivers. Therein the people of 
Paradise gather and become acquainted with one another. 
And then Allah will send the wind of mercy, which will 
stir up a good fragrance upon them. A man will return to 
his wife and will have increased in beauty and fragrance. 
She will say to him, ‘You left me, and I was pleased with 
you, and I am now even more pleased with you.’” (Relat- 
ed by Abu Bakr ibn Abee Shaibah) 


Allah ¢& Encouraged His Slaves To Seek Out Para- 
dise And To Hasten Towards It 


Allah & said: 


“Allah calls to the Home of Peace (i.e. Paradise, by accept- 
ing Allah’s religion of Islamic Monotheism and by doing 
righteous good deeds and abstaining from polytheism and 
evil deeds)” {Qur’an 10:25} 


And Allah & said: 


“And march forth in the way (which leads to) forgiveness 
to your Lord, and for Paradise as wide as the heavens and 
the earth, prepared for Al-Muttaqoon (the pious)” 


{Qur’an 3:133} 
And Allah & said: 


“Race with one another in hastening towards forgiveness 
from your Lord (Allah # ), and Paradise the width where- 
of is as the width of the heavens and the earth, prepared 
for those who believe in Allah and his Messengers. That is 
the Grace of Allah which he bestows on whom He is 
pleased with. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty.” 


{Qur’an 57:21} 
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And Allah & said: 


“Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives 
and their properties for (the price) that theirs shall be 


the Paradise. They fight in Allah’s Cause” 
{Qur’an 9:111} 





Jaabir ; related that the angels came to the Messenger of 
Allah # when he was sleeping. Some of them said, “He is 
sleeping.” And some of them said, “The eye sleeps and the 
heart is awake. The example of him is the example of a 
man who built a house and had a banquet therein. And he 
sent an inviter: whosoever answers the inviter, enters the 
house and eats from the table, so interpret it for him.” 
Some of them said, “Verily, he is sleeping.” And some of 
them said, “The eye sleeps but the heart is awake.” They 
said, “The house is Paradise, and the inviter is Muham- 
mad. Whoever obeys Muhammad has obeyed Allah, and 
whoever disobeys Muhammad has disobeyed Allah. And 
Muhammad is the distinction between the people.” 
(Bukhaaree) 


At-Tirmidhee related this Hadeeth with the following 
phrasing: (Jaabir & said), “One day, the Messenger of 
Allah # came out to us and said, ‘It is as if I saw Jibreel 
at my head while I was sleeping, and Meekaaeel at my 
foot. One of them said to his companion: Give an example 
for him. Then he said: listen — listen with your ear and 
understand with the mind of your heart! The example of 
you (O Muhammad) and of your nation is that of a king 
who takes an abode, makes a house in it, and then has a 
banquet. He then sends a messenger to invite the people to 
his food. Some of them answer the messenger, and some 
of them leave him (and what he is inviting to). Allah is the 
King, the abode is Islam, the house is Paradise, and you, 
O Muhammad, are a Messenger. Whoever answers you 
enters Islam; whoever enters Islam enters Paradise; and 
whoever enters it eats from that which is in it.” At-Tirmid- 
hee related the same through Ibn Mas‘ood :& and ruled it 
to be authentic as well. 


Anas . related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“Verily, a master built a home, had a banquet, and sent an 
inviter. Then whoever answers the inviter enters the home 
and eats from the table; furthermore, the master is pleased 
with him. Lo! Indeed, the Master is Allah, the home is 
Islam, the banquet is Paradise, and the inviter is Muham- 
mad.” (Related by Hammaad ibn Salamah) 


Whoever Seeks Protection With Allah & From 
The Hellfire, Then He Will Protect Him, And Who- 
ever Seeks Paradise From Allah & , He Will Admit 
Him Into Paradise, If His Intention Is True And 
His Actions Are Correct 
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Anas # reported that the Messenger of Allah said, 
“Whoever asks for Paradise three times, then Paradise 
says, ‘O Allah, admit him into Paradise.’ And whoever 
seeks refuge with Allah from the Hellfire three times, then 
the Hellfire says, ‘O Allah, grant him protection from the 
Hellfire.” (Related by At-Tirmidhee and An-Nasaaee 
from Ibn Maajah) 


Abu Hurairah & related that the Messenger of Allah 
» Said, “No slave seeks protection (with Allah) from 
he Hellfire three times except that the Hellfire says, ‘O 

my Lord: indeed such and such slave of Yours has 

sought protection from me, so grant him protection.’ 

And no slave asks for Paradise seven times except that 

Paradise says, ‘O my Lord, indeed such and such slave 

of Yours has asked for me, so admit him into Para- 

dise.’” (Related by Abu Ya’laa) This fulfills the condi- 
tions of Muslim. 





Paradise And The Hellfire Seek Out And Are 
Granted Intercession 


Abu Hurairah # related that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Ask for Paradise more frequently and seek refuge 
with Him (Allah) from the Hellfire, for they (Paradise and 
the Hellfire) seek out intercession and it is granted to 
them. If the slave (of Allah) frequently asks for Paradise, 
Paradise says, ‘O my Lord, this slave of Yours asked for 
me, so make me his abode.’ And the Hellfire says, ‘O my 
Lord, as for this slave of Yours who sought refuge with 
You from me, grant him refuge.’” (Related by Al-Hasan 
Ibn Sufyaan) 


Seek Out Paradise With All Of Your Effort And 
Flee From The Hellfire With All Of Your Effort 


Kaleeb ibn Harb :& related that he heard the Messen- 
ger of Allah # say, “Seek out Paradise with all of your 
effort, and flee from the Hellfire with all of your effort, 
for the seeker of Paradise does not sleep, and the fleer 
of the Hellfire does not sleep. And today the Hereafter 
is fraught with disliked things, whereas the world is 
fraught with desires: so do not let them divert you from 
the Hereafter.” (Related by Abu Bakr Ash-Shaafi‘ee) 





Paradise Is Surrounded By Difficulties, i.e., Diffi- 
cult Deeds, In Terms Of Performing Good Deeds 
While Abstaining From Forbidden Deeds, While 
The Hellfire Is Surrounded By Desires 


Anas ibn Maalik & related that the Messenger of Allah & 





said, “Paradise is surrounded by difficulties (this is 
comprehensive of the following: performing good deeds, 
abstaining from evil deeds, being patient through adversi- 
ty, etc.), and the Hellfire is surrounded by desires.” 
(Ahmad) Muslim and At-Tirmidhee related it through 
another chain, and At-Tirmidhee said, “Saheeh (authentic) 
Ghareeb.” 


Abu Hurairah # reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Paradise is surrounded by difficulties and the 
Hellfire is surrounded by desires.” (Ahmad) Ahmad alone 
related it, and its chain is good and Hasan. 


In another narration, Abu Hurairah # reported that the 
Messenger of Allah # said, “When Allah created 
Paradise, He sent Jibreel and said, ‘Look at it and at what 
I prepared for its dwellers.’ He went, looked at it and at 
what Allah prepared for its dwellers. He then returned to 
Allah & and said, ‘By Your Glory, every single one who 
hears of it will enter it.’ Then Allah ordered it, and it was 
screened by difficulties (this is comprehensive of the 
following: performing good deeds, abstaining from evil 
deeds, being patient through adversity, etc.). He % said, 
‘Return to it and look at it.’ Jibreel went and looked at it, 
and he found it to be screened by difficulties. He then 
returned to Allah and said, ‘By Your Glory, I fear that 
none shall be saved from them (1.e., that none shall be able 
to perform those difficult deeds such as controlling one’s 
anger, being consistent in worship through adversity, 
being patient, etc.).” (Ahmad) Ahmad alone related it, 
and its chain is authentic. 


Abu Hurairah : related that the Messenger of Allah 
$ said, “Al-Ajwafaan — the private part and the 
mouth are two foremost matters by which a person 


enters the Hellfire; Taqwa of Allah (piety, righteous- 
ness, etc) and good manners are the two foremost 
matters by which a person enters Paradise.” (Ahmad) 





Lo! The Hellfire is indeed surrounded by desires, yet 
inside of it there is nothing but harmful matters...And 
Paradise is surrounded by difficult and demanding deeds, 
yet in it is that which no eye has seen, which no ear has 
heard, and which has not occurred to the heart of any 
human being, in terms of pleasures and delights. These 
matters we have clarified when we related relevant clear 
verses from the Qur’an and authentic Ahaadeeth from the 
Prophet # . In Paradise there is such joy and delight as no 
ear has heard the likes of. Allah # said: 


“Then as for those who believed (in the Oneness of Allah 
- Islamic Monotheism) and did righteous good deeds, 
such shall be honored and made to enjoy luxurious life 
(forever) in a Garden of Delight (Paradise)? {Qur’an 
30:15} 


Al-‘Aouzaa‘ee related this interpretation from Abu 
Katheer: “It is listening in Paradise (to the singing of the 
Hoor, beautiful maidens of Paradise).” 


We have previously mentioned the following narration 
which is related by ‘Alee :& : the Messenger of Allah @ 
said, “Verily, in Paradise there is a gathering for the 
Al-Hoor Al-‘Een (beautiful women of Paradise that have 
wide, beautiful eyes); (in it), they sing with voices that no 
one from the creation ever heard the likes of. They say, 
“We are the eternal ones who never perish; we are the 
comfortable ones that never become wretched; we are the 
pleased and contented ones who never become discontent- 
ed or angry. Tooba (literally, blessed, but perhaps here it is 
referring to a tree in Paradise that is called Tooba) for the 
one that is for us, and has us for him.’” (At-Tirmidhee) 
At-Tirmidhee said, “On the same subject matter, Abu 
Hurairah :& , Abu Sa‘eed «& , and Anas #4 have related 
narrations.” 

Other companions that related similar narrations were 
‘Abdullah ibn Abee Aoufaa , ibn ‘Umar , and Abu 
Umaamah — may Allah be pleased with them all. 


The Hadeeth Of Abu Hurairah 4#% 


Abu Hurairah said, “Verily, in Paradise there is a river 
that extends all the way through Paradise; on its two sides 
there are virgins that are standing and facing one another. 
They are singing with voices that the creating beings hear. 
They will not see in Paradise a delight that is similar to it.” 
Abu Saaleh said, “I said, ‘O Abu Hurairah, and what is 
that song?” He & said, “Insha Allah, At-Tasbeeh (the 
saying, Subhaanallah, meaning How perfect Allah is!), 
At-Tahmeed (the saying, Alhamdulillah, meaning all 
praise is for Allah!), At-Taqdees (a kind of glorification of 
Allah), and praises upon the Lord (Allah) ‘Azaa Wa-Jall 
(To Him belongs Might and Majesty).” 


Abu Hurairah # related the following Hadeeth, which he 
ascribed to the Prophet $ : “Verily, in Paradise there is a 
tree whose roots are gold, whose branches are from emer- 
alds and pearls. A wind blows on it and it flaps. Those 
listening to it will never have heard anything more delight- 
ful than it.” (Related by Abu Na‘eem in Sifatul-Jannah) 


We have already related from Ibn ‘Abbaas :&; that, “The 
winds blow it, and it moves with the sound of every amuse- 
ment that was in the world.” 


The Hadeeth Of Anas :& 


Anas .& related that the Messenger of Allah 2 said, “The 
Hoor (beautiful women) Al-‘Een (with wide, beautiful 
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eyes) will sing in Paradise: ‘We are the beautiful Hoor, 
and we were created for honorable husbands.’” (Related 
by Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 


The Hadeeth Of ‘Abdullah Ibn Abee Aufaa #% , Which Is 
Very Much Ghareeb 


Ibn Abee Aufaa # related that the Messenger of Allah $} 
said, “Every man from the people of Paradise will be 
married to 4000 virgins and 8000 Ayyims (women who 
are not virgins) and 100 Hoors. They will gather every 7 
days and speak with such beautiful voices that the created 
beings have not heard the likes of, ‘We are the eternal ones 
who do not perish, we are the comfortable ones who never 
become wretched, we are the pleased ones who never 
become discontented or angry, and we are the dwellers 
who never travel away. Tooba (literally, blessed, but 
perhaps meaning a tree in Paradise that is called Tooba) 
for he who is for us, and who has us for him.’” (Related by 
Abu Na‘eem Muhammad ibn Ja’ far ibn Aseelah) 


The Hadeeth Of Ibn ‘Umar «& 


Ibn ‘Umar # related that the Messenger of Allah > said, 
“Verily, the wives of the dwellers of Paradise sing for their 
husbands with the most beautiful voices that anyone has 
ever heard. From that which they will sing is this: ‘We are 
the eternal ones that do not die, we are the safe ones that 
do not fear, and we are the dwellers who never travel 
away.” (Related by At-Tabaraanee) 


The Hadeeeth Of Abu Umaamah :& 


Abu Umaamah &; related that the Messenger of Allah 2: 
said, “There is no slave who enters Paradise except that 
two from the Hoor Al-‘Een (beautiful women of Paradise 
with wide, beautiful eyes) sit at his head and at his feet, 
singing for him with the most beautiful voice that a human 
being or jinn hears, and it is not from the pipes of the 
Shaitaan.” (Related by Ja’ far Al-Firyaabee) 


Ibn Wahb related that a man from the Quraish said to Ibn 
Shihaab, “Is there hearing in Paradise, for hearing is 
beloved to me.” He answered, “Yes, by the One Who has 
the soul of Ibn Shihaab in His Hand, there is a tree in 
Paradise, whose fruits are pearls and emeralds, and under- 
neath it are full-breasted Hoor (beautiful women of 
Paradise) who are singing with the Qur’an and saying, 
‘We are the comfortable ones who never become wretch- 
ed; we are the eternal ones who never die.’ When the tree 
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hears that, it will flap upon itself, and the maidens will be 
delighted by the sounds of the flapping. Then it will not be 
known ~ are the voices of the maidens better or the sounds 
of the tree?” 


Khaalid ibn Yazeed related that the maidens will sing to 
their husbands, saying, ‘We are Khairaatun Hisaan (fair 
wives, good and beautiful), wives of honorable young 
men. We are the eternal ones who do not die; we are the 
comfortable ones who do not become wretched; we are 
the pleased and contented ones who never become angry 
or discontented; and we are the settled ones who never 
travel away.’ It is written on the chest of one of them: You 
are my love, and I am your love; my eyes have not seen 
one who is similar or equal to you.” (Related by Ibn 
Wahb) 


Yahyaa ibn Abee Katheer related that the Hoor 
Al-‘Een (beautiful women of Paradise with wide, beau- 
tiful eyes) will meet their husbands at the gate of Para- 
dise, saying, ‘Long has been our wait for you. We are 


the pleased and contented ones who never become 
angry or discontented. We are the settled ones who 
never travel away. We are the eternal ones who never 
die,’ saying this with the most beautiful voice that has 
been heard.” (Related by Ibn Al- Mubaarak) 





The Hooree (one among the Hoor Al-‘Een) says to her 
husband, “You are my love, and I am your love. There is 
no purpose (burdensome task) before you and no way 
(leading you away from this bliss) behind you.” 


Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa related that Sa‘eed ibn Abee Sa‘eed 
said, “It has been related to us that there are twisting trees 
from canes made of gold in Paradise; their fruits are 
pearls. If the dwellers of Paradise desire to hear a sound, 
Allah will send a wind to those trees, and it will make all 
the sounds that they desire.” 


Another Branch, Which Is Higher Than The One 
Before It 


Shahr ibn Haushab said, “Verily, Allah Azza Wa-Jall (To 
Him belongs Might and Majesty) will say to His angels, 
‘Verily, my slaves used to love the good sound in the 
world, and they would leave it for me, so make my slaves 
hear.’ Then they will say Tahleel (“Laailaaha illallah,” 
None has the right to be worshipped but Allah), Tasbeeh 
(“Subhaanallah,” How perfect Allah is!), and Takbeer 
(“Allahuakbar,” Allah is the greatest) with voices, the 
likes of which will have never before been heard.” (Relat- 
ed by Hammaad ibn Salamah) 


Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa related that Muhammad ibn Al-Mu- 
kandir said, “On the Day of Resurrection, a caller will call 
out, ‘Where are the ones who would absolve their ears and 
their own selves from the gatherings of frivolity and from 
the pipes of the Shaitaan? Make their abodes to be gardens 
of musk.’ Then He will say to the angels, ‘Make them hear 
my praises and glorification.” 


In a narration related by Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa, Al-Aou- 
zaa‘ee said, “It has reached me that there is no voice that 
is more beautiful among the creation of Allah than the 
voice of Israafeel. Allah orders him, and he penetrates the 
hearing (of others). There is no angel in the heavens 
except that his prayer is cut off, and he remains like that 
for whatsoever period Allah wills him to remain. Then 
Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) 
says, ‘By My Glory, were the slaves (i.e. created beings, 
people) to know the magnitude of My Mightiness, they 
would not worship anyone other than me.’” 


In regard to the Saying of Allah & : 


“And verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good 
(final) return (Paradise)” {Qur’an 38:40} 


Maalik ibn Deenaar said, “On the Day of Resurrection, He 
will order for a high pulpit, and then it will be placed in 
Paradise. Then it will be called out, ‘O Daawood, glorify 
Me in that voice with which you used to glorify Me in the 
abode of the world.’ The voice of Daawood will be raised, 
and it will embrace the adherents of Paradise. And that is 
the saying of Allah &: : 


“And verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good 
(final) return (Paradise)” {Qur’an 38:40} 


It is when they will hear the speech of the Lord — the Great 
and Majestic — which occurs when He addresses them in 
the gatherings they will get together in before Him & . 
There Allah & will address every single one, reminding 
him of the deeds he performed in the world. That will also 
occur when Allah & appears openly to them, and sends 
peace upon them. We mentioned this in regards to the 
saying of Allah & : 


“(It will be said to them): Salam (peace be on you)-a Word 
from the Lord (Allah & ), Most Merciful” {Qur’an 36:58} 


In this context, we already related the Hadeeth of Jaabir 
, , which is found in Sunan Ibn Maajah. 


‘Abdullah ibn Buraidah said, “Verily, everyday the people 
of Paradise enter upon the Al-Mighty — the Great and 
Majestic — and He recites upon them the Qur’an. Each 
person among them will sit in his deserving place of 


seating, upon pulpits of pearls, rubies, gold, and emeralds. 
Nothing will please them more than that, and they will not 
have ever heard anything more great and beautiful than it 
(i.e., that reading). Then they will return to their places, 
delighted, and they will be similarly delighted on the 
morrow.” (Related by Abu Ash-Shaikh Al-Asbahaanee) 


Abu Burzah Al-Aslamee related the following, which 
he ascribed to the Prophet =: : “Verily, the people of 
Paradise will go forth at the beginning of the day in a 
robe, and they will return in another, like how one of 


you goes at the beginning or the end of the day to a king 
from the kings of the world. Similarly, they will go at 
the beginning and end of the day to visit their Lord 
‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty)...” 





The Horses Of Paradise 


Sulaimaan ibn Abee Buraidah related from his father that 
a man asked the Messenger of Allah $ , “O Messenger of 
Allah, are there horses in Paradise?” He said, “Verily, 
when Allah admits you into Paradise, you will not want to 
be carried in it on a horse, unless you are being carried on 
a horse made of red rubies; it will fly with you in Paradise 
to wherever you wish (to go).” (At-Tirmidhee) 


He said, “And a man asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I am 
aman who loves horses, so are there horses in Paradise?’” 
The Messenger of Allah # said, “By the One Who has my 
soul in His Hand, there are horses in Paradise that are 
Haffaaf Murhafah (thin and light for flying); they travel 
through the leaves of Paradise, so that those (who ride on 
them) visit whatsoever (and whomsoever) they please.” 


Abu Ayyoob 2 said, “A Bedouin came to the Prophet 
and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I do indeed love horses 
—are there horses in Paradise?’ The Messenger of Allah 2 
said, ‘When you enter Paradise, you will come on a horse 
made of rubies. It has two wings, and you will be carried 
on it. Then it will fly with you to wherever you please (to 
go).’” (At-Tirmidhee) At-Tirmidhee then ruled the chain 
of this narration to be weak, because of one of its narra- 
tors, the nephew of Abu Ayyoob # , Abu Soorah. More 
than one scholar has ruled him to be weak, and Al-Bukhaa- 
ree repudiated this Hadeeth of his. And Allah & knows 
best. 


Al-Hasan Al-Basree said, “It is mentioned from the 
Messenger of Allah # that the least of the dwellers of 
Paradise in ranking is he who rides among 1000, 1000 of 
his servants, from the eternal youths, upon a horse made 
of red rubies. It has wings made of gold.” He then recited 
the saying of Allah & : 
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“And when you look there (in Paradise), you will see a 
delight (that can not be imagined), and a great dominion” 
{Qur’an 76:20. 


First this chain is disconnected, there being a gap between 
‘ Abdur- Rahmaan — who is weak — and Al-Hasan. Second, 
it is a Mursal narration. 


Abu Ayyoob 2; related the following narration, which he 
ascribed to the Prophet 2 , “Verily, the people of Paradise 
will visit one another on white superior mounts, which are 
like rubies. And there are no beasts in Paradise except for 
horses and camels.” (Related by Abu Na‘eem) 





‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar # said, “In Paradise there are superi- 
or horses and noble camels, which the dwellers of 
Paradise will ride.” (Related by ‘Abdullah ibn 
Al-Mubaarak) 


This wording does not limit how many kinds of animals 
there will be in Paradise, as opposed to the narration of 
Abu Na‘eem from Abu Ayyoob # . The narration of Abu 
Na‘eem is contrary to what Ibn Maajah related in his 
Sunan, from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar # : that the Messenger 
of Allah # said: “Sheep is from the animals of Paradise.” 
Therefore this is Munkar. 


And in a narration related in the Musnad of Al-Bazzaar, 
the Prophet # said, “Treat goats kindly, and remove harm 
from them, for they are from the beasts of Paradise.” 


Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah :& related that the Prophet 2 
said, “When the people of Paradise enter Paradise, 
horses that have wings and that are made of red rubies 
will come to them. They neither urinate nor drop 
dung. The dwellers of Paradise will sit on them, and 
then they will fly with them in Paradise. Then the 
All-Mighty (Allah &: ) will appear to them, and when 
they see Him, they will fall down to Him, prostrating. 
The All-Mighty (Allah & ) will say to them, ‘Raise 
your heads, for this day is not a day of work; rather, it 
is a day of bliss and honor.’ So they raise their heads, 
and Allah will send down rain of perfume on them. 
Then they will pass by dunes of musk, and then Allah 
will send a wind to those dunes, which will be stirred 
up upon them, until they will return to their wives, and 
they will be disheveled and dust-covered (not from 
dunes of dust and sand but from dunes of musk).” 
(Related by Abu Ash-Shaikh Al- Asbahaanee) 


‘Alee 2 related that he heard the Messenger of Allah $ 
say, “Verily, in Paradise there is a tree; from its top and its 
bottom horses made of gold come out, horses that are 
saddled and bridled with pearls and rubies. They neither 
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urinate nor drop manure. They have wings, and one stride 
of theirs is like the distance they can see before them. The 
dwellers of Paradise will ride them, and will fly on them 
to wherever they please (to go). Those below them in 
ranking will say, ‘By dint of what did your slaves reach all 
of this honor?’ He will say to them, They would pray in 
the night, while you were sleeping; they would fast, while 
you were eating; they would spend (in charity), while you 
were being stingy; they would fight (in the way of Allah), 
while you were afraid.” (Related by Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 


The Dwellers Of Paradise Will Visit One Another; 
They Will Gather And Reminisce About Their 
Affairs In The World, In Terms Of Acts Of Obedi- 
ence And Mistakes 


Allah & said: 


“And some of them draw near to others, questioning. 
Saying: “A foretime, we were afraid (of the punishment of 
Allah & in the midst of our families. So Allah $ has been 
gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of Fire. 
Verily, We used to invoke Him (Alone and none else) 
before. Verily, He is Al-Barr (the Most Subtle, Kind, Cour- 
teous, and Generous), the Most Merciful” {Qur’an 
52:25-28} 


Anas 2 related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“When the people of Paradise enter (Paradise) and when 
brothers will long for one another, the bed of this one will 
travel to the bed of that one, until they are gathered togeth- 
er. One of them will say to his companion, ‘Do you know 
when Allah forgave us?’ His companion will say, ‘We 
were in such and such place, when we supplicated to 
Allah, and then He forgave us.’” (Related by Abu Bakr 
Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 


And Allah & said: 


“Then they will turn to one another, mutually questioning. 
A speaker of them will say: “Verily, I had a companiom 
(in the world), who used to say: “Are you among those 
who believe (in resurrection after death). “(That) when 
we die and become dust and bones, shall we indeed (be 
raised up) to receive reward or punishment (according to 
our deeds)?” (The speaker) said: “Will you look down?” 
So he looked down and saw him in the midst of the Fire. 
He said: “By Allah! you have nearly ruined me. “Had it 
not been for the Grace of my Lord, I would certainly have 
been among those brought forth (to Hell).” “(The dwell- 
ers of Paradise will say) Are we then not to die (any 
more)? “Except our first death, and we shall not be 
punished? (after we have entered Paradise).” Truly this is the 


supreme success! For the like of this let the workers 
work.” {Qur’an 37:50-61} 


“The (supreme) success” encompasses both jinns and 
mankind. He will say, “He (1.e., my companion) used to 
whisper to me disbelief and the unlikelihood of the return 
(after death). Then by the Mercy of Allah I was saved 
from him.” Then his (his referring to the one who would 
whisper disbelief to others) companions will be ordered to 
look down into the Hellfire. And then they will see him 
being punished in its midst. His companion (who is in 
Paradise) will praise Allah for saving him from that (evil) 
companion (and from the punishment of Hell). 


Allah & said: 


“He said: “By Allah ! you have nearly ruined me. “Had it 
not been for the Grace of my Lord, I would certainly have 
been among those brought forth (to Hell).” {Qur’an 
37:56,57. 13} 


Then he will mention the happiness and bliss that he is in, 
and he will thank Allah for being upon that state. And 
Allah & said: 


“(The dwellers of Paradise will say) Are we then not to die 
(any more)? “Except our first death, and we shall not be 
punished? (after we have entered Paradise).” {Qur’an 
3775859} 


Meaning, “We have been saved from death and punish- 
ment through our having entered Paradise. This is indeed 
the ultimate success.” And Allah & said: 


“For the like of this let the workers work” {Qur’an 37:61 } 


This might be the end of that person’s statement, or it 
might be from the Speech of Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him 
belongs Might and Majesty), which is similar to what He 
& said in this Verse: 


“And for this let (all) those strive who want to strive (i.e. 
hasten earnestly to the obedience of Allah & )” {Qur’an 
83:26} 


There are many similar verses, and we mentioned some of 
them in At-Tafseer. 


In the beginning of Al-Bukhaaree, in “Kitaab Al-Ee- 
maan,” the Messenger of Allah # said to Haaritha Ibn 
Suraaqah & , “How were you when you got up in the 
morning?” He & said, “I woke up, truly believing in 
Allah.” He # said, “And what is the reality of your 
Eemaan (faith)?” He :& said, “I have turned my soul away 
from the world, then I stayed up during my night, and 


went thirsty during my day. And it is as if I am looking at 
the Throne of my Lord in the open, at the people of 
Paradise visiting one another, and at the people of the 
Hellfire being punished.” He $è said, “A slave whose 
heart Allah has illuminated.” 


Sulaimaan ibn Mugheerah related that Humaid ibn 
Hilaal said, “It has reached us that the higher dwellers 
of Paradise will visit the lower ones, but the lower 
dwellers of Paradise will not visit the higher ones.” 
This can signify one of two meanings: 


First, the one of a lower ranking is not fitted to go 
above or beyond it; he does not qualify to go above his 
own station. 


Second, so that the lower dweller of Paradise cannot 


see what the higher dweller has in terms of bliss and 
thus become sad in the process, for there is no sadness 
or grief in Paradise. What Humaid ibn Hilaal said has 
in fact been related in a Hadeeth that is ascribed to the 


Prophet =; , with some additional words. Abu Uma- 
amah : said, “The Messenger of Allah # was asked, 
‘Will the people of Paradise visit one another?’” He =: 
said, “The higher one will visit the lower one, but the 
lower one will not visit the higher one, except for the 
ones who loved one another for Allah. They will go 
wherever they want on she-camels...” 





Shafee ibn Maatai’ ; related that the Messenger of Allah 
3 said, “From the bliss of Paradise is that they will visit 
one another, (riding) on mounts and on Al-Bukht (camels 
with long necks). And they will be given saddled and 
bridled horses in Paradise, horses that neither urinate nor 
drop manure. They will ride them until they reach wherev- 
er Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majes- 
ty) pleases (for them to reach). Then something like a 
cloud will come to them; in it is that which no eye has 
seen and no ear has heard. They will say, ‘Rain down upon 
us.’ It will continue to rain down upon them until that 
ends. Then Allah will send a rain that does not harm, and 
then... a dune of musk, from their right and from their left. 
That musk is found on the forelocks of their horses, and 
also at the parting of their hair, and on their heads. Each 
man from them has a direction which his soul desires. 
Then the Musk attaches itself to them, to their horses, and 
to other than that from their garments. Then they will turn 
until they reach whatever place Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To 
Him belongs Might and Majesty) pleases (for them to 
reach). A woman calls one of those, saying, ‘O ‘Abdullah 
(slave of Allah), do you not have any need for us?’ He will 
say, ‘Who are you?’ She will say, ‘I am your wife and your 
love.’ He will say, ‘I do not know where you are?’ She will 
say, ‘Do you not know that Allah said: 


“No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as 
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a reward for what they used to do.” {Qur’an 32:17} 


He will say, “Yes, by my Lord.’ Perhaps he will become 
occupied after that time, not turning around and not return- 
ing. He will not become occupied away from her except 
because of the blessing and honor he is in.” (Related by 
Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) This Hadeeth is Mursal and very 
much Ghareeb. 


Abu Hurairah œ related that the Prophet =; asked 
Jibreel & about this verse: 


“And the trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the 
heavens and all who are on the earth will swoon away, 
except him whom Allah wills” {Qur’an 39:68} 


He said, “They are the martyrs. Allah will raise them, 
and they will be girding on their swords around His 
Throne. angels will come to them from the Mahshar 
(place of gathering for judgment) with superior 
mounts made of white rubies; the legs of those mounts 
will be of gold, their bridles will be of fine and thick 
silk, and their cushions will be of silk... They will travel 
in Paradise on their horses and they will say at the 
length of their excursion, ‘Take us so that we may see 
how Allah judged between His creation.’ Then Allah 
‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) 
will laugh to them, and when Allah laughs to a slave, 
there is no reckoning for that slave.” (Related by Ibn 
Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 





In a Hadeeth related by Al-Mu‘aafah ibn ‘Imraan, the 
Messenger of Allah said, “Verily, in Paradise there is a 
tree that is called Tooba. If a good rider were made to 
travel in its shade, he would travel in it for one hundred 
years. Its leaves are green emeralds and its flowers... are 
yellow. Its courtyard is find and thick silk. Its fruits are 
robes. Its secretion is ginger and honey. Its valley is red 
rubies and green emeralds. Its soil is musk, and its grass is 
saffron, which exudes fragrance without needing to be 
ignited. Rivers of Salsabeel gush forth from its source, as 
well as wine. Its shade is a gathering place from the gather- 
ing places of the dwellers of Paradise. They will be 
acquainted with it, and all of them will talk in it. 


“One day, while they will be talking in its shade, angels, 
riding superior mounts of rubies, will come to them. 
Ar-Rooh will be blown into those mounts. They will be 
drawn tight by chains of gold, and their faces (i.e. faces of 
those mounts) are lamps. Upon them are saddles whose 
Alwaah (literally, plates) are made of pearls and rubies, 
which are lobed by pearls and corals, the covers of which 
are of red gold...The Angles will kneel those mounts down 
before them and say to them, ‘Verily, your Lord sends 
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peace to you and wishes to visit you, so that He looks at 
you, and you look at Him; so that you love Him, and He 
endows you with life; so that you speak to Him and He 
increases you in comfort and in His Favors. Verily, He is 
the Possessor of Vast Mercy and Tremendous Favors.’ 
Each man from them will go to his mount, and then they 
will go in one, even row.... They will not pass any tree 
from the trees of Paradise except that it will confer its 
fruits upon them. Those trees will move out of their way, 
hating to spoil their row or to divide between a man and 
his companion. When they will be raised to the 
All-Mighty, He # will reveal to them His Noble Counte- 
nance and He will appear to them with the Glory (and 
Majesty) of the All-Mighty. And they will say, ‘O our 
Lord, You are As-Salaam (the One Who is free from all 
defects and deficiencies), and from You is all peace. You 
have the right of all Majesty and Honor.’ Their Lord ‘Azza 
Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) will say to 
them, ‘I am As-Salaam and from me is all peace, and I 
have the right of all Majesty and Honor. Welcome to My 
slaves who preserved My commands, who attended to My 
right (over them), who feared Me in the unseen. They 
would fear Me in every situation.’ They will say, ‘By Your 
Glory, and the Highness of Your Place, we have not 
estimated You (i.e. Your Greatness and Glory, etc.) with a 
true estimation. And we have not fulfilled all of Your 
rights, so give us permission to perform prostration to 
You.’ Their Lord will say to them, ‘I have removed from 
you the provision of worship, and I have made your 
bodies to rest. Long it is that you have tired your bodies 
for Me and now you have come to My Mercy and Generos- 
ity, so ask me whatever you please and hope from Me: I 
will give you all of your wishes, for I will not reward you 
today in proportion to your deeds, but rather in proportion 
to My Mercy, My Generosity, My Exaltedness, My High 
Place, and the Greatness of My Affair.’ They will continue 
to wish and to be given until the one who has more limited 
wishes hopes for the likeness of the world from the time 
Allah created it until the day of its annihilation. Allah 
‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him belongs Might and Majesty) will 
say to them, ‘You have fallen short in your wishes, and 
you have become pleased with less than what you 
deserve. I have made obligatory for you that which you 
asked and wished for, and I have made your progeny to 
catch up with you. And before you is that which your 
wishes have fallen short of.” (Related by Abu Na‘eem) 
This narration is Mursal, weak, and Ghareeb. In the best 
possible case, it is a saying of one of our predecessors, and 
then one of the narrators erred and ascribed it to the Proph- 
et 2 , when it cannot correctly be ascribed to him # . And 
Allah & knows best. 





A Comprehensive Chapter Regarding Rulings 
Pertaining To Paradise And To Various Ahaadeeth 


Allah & said: 


“Those who believe and whose offspring follow them in 
Faith: to them shall We join their offspring, and We shall 
not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything” 
{Qur’an 52:21} 


What this means is that Allah % will raise the rankings of 
children in Paradise to the rankings of their fathers, even 
if they had not performed the deeds that their fathers 
performed; and at the same time, the deeds (and thus 
rewards) of the parents will not be lowered from the level 
they deserve. So the one who is lacking is raised so that he 
is equal with the higher one; they are united at the higher 
level, so that they become happy and joyful at being 
gathered and at being so high in ranking. 


In a narration related by Ath-Thauree, Ibn ‘Abbaas & 
said, “Verily, Allah raises the offspring of a believer to his 
degree, even though his offspring are lower than him in 
action, so that he may be delighted with them.” He then 
recited: 


“Those who believe and whose offspring follow them in 
Faith: to them shall We join their offspring, and We shall 
not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything” 
{Qur’an 52:21} 


Ibn Jubair and Abu Haatim related the same, each in his 
Tafseer; they both related it from At-Thauree, as a saying 
of Ibn ‘Abbaas :& . Ibn Jareer related the same through a 
different chain. Al-Bazzaar, however, related it in his 
Musnad from Ibn ‘Abbaas 2 from the Prophet @ . But 
the narration of At-Thauree and Sho’bah — who both 
related it as a saying of Ibn ‘Abbaas  — is more estab- 
lished. And Allah % knows best. 


And in regards to the same verse, Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa 
related that Ibn ‘Abbaas «& said, “They are a believer’s 
offspring who all die upon Eemaan (faith). If the abodes of 
their fathers are higher than their abodes, they are joined 
with their fathers, without any of the deeds their fathers 
performed being decreased from them.” 


Ibn ‘Abbaas & related that the Prophet =; said, 
“When a man enters Paradise, he will ask about his 
parents, his wife, and his children. Then it will be said, 


‘They have not reached your degree.’ He will say, ‘O 
my Lord, I acted for myself and for them,’ and then 
they will be ordered to join him.” 





And Ibn ‘Abbaas :& recited: 


“Those who believe and whose offspring follow them in 
Faith” {Qur’an 52:21} (Related by At-Tabaraanee) 


In regard to the same Verse, Al-‘Aoufee related that Ibn 
‘Abbaas # said, “Allah said, ‘Those whose children 
reached Eeman and worked in My obedience, they will be 
joined with their fathers in Paradise, and their small 
children will join them.’” 


This Tafseer (explanation) is one of the opinions of the 
scholars regarding the meaning of Adh-Dhurriyyah 
(offspring) in the Verse. Are they the young ones only? Or 
does the Verse embrace both young and old offspring, as 
in the saying of Allah $ : 


“And among his progeny (Dhurriyyah) Dawud (David), 
Sulaiman (Solomon)” {Qur’an 6:84} 


And Allah & said: 


“O offspring of those whom We carried (in the ship) with 
Nuh (Noah)! Verily, he was a grateful slave.” {Qur’an 
17:3} 


So the word Dhurriyyah (offspring) is used for both the 
young and old (because even when one is old, he is still 
considered to be the child or offspring of his father). The 
Tafseer of Al-‘Aoufee from Ibn ‘Abbaas # embraces 
both categories, and that is the opinion of Al- Waahidee 
and others. And Allah & knows best. 


That opinion is also related from Ash-Sha’bee, Abu 
Mukhallid, Sa‘eed ibn Jubair, Ibraaheem An-Nakha‘ee, 
Abu Saaleh, Qataadah, and Ar-Rabee’ Ibn Anas. This is 
from the Grace and Mercy of Allah % upon children, 
through the blessings of their fathers’ deeds. 


The Grace And Generosity Of Allah ‘Azza Wa-jall 
(To Him Belongs Might And Majesty) Upon 
Fathers Through The Blessings Of Their Chil- 
dren’s Deeds 


Abu Hurairah # related that the Messenger of Allah & 
said, “Verily, Allah raises the degree of a righteous slave 
in Paradise, and that slave says, ‘O Allah, how is this for 
me?’ He says, ‘Through your son asking forgiveness for 
you.” (Ahmad) The chain of this Hadeeth is authentic, 
though none of the “Six Compilers” have related it. Yet 
there is a narration in Saheeh Muslim that attests to it: Abu 
Hurairah # related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“When the son of Adam dies, his deeds cease except 
through three: charity that is Jaariyah (i.e. perpetual, 
continuing, such as is the case for endowments), knowl- 
edge that is benefited by, or a righteous son who suppli- 
cates for him.” 
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Paradise And The Hellfire Exist 


Paradise and the Hellfire exist now, and have been 
prepared for their dwellers; this is clearly enunciated 
in the Qur’an, and the narrations from the Messenger 
of Allah # that establish that are related in 
Mutawaatir form (i.e., so many people related from so 
many people at each level of the narration, that it is 
impossible for them to have erred or to have colluded 
upon a lie). That Paradise and the Hellfire exist at the 
present time is a belief of Ahlus-Sunnah Wal-Ja- 
maa‘ah, those who adhere to the firm rope. Therefore 
our view is contrary to those who claim that Paradise 
and the Hellfire are yet to be created — that they will be 
created on the Day of Resurrection. This view issues 
forth from those who have not come across Ahaadeeth 
that are authentic by the consensus of the scholars, 
Ahaadeeth that are found in Saheeh Muslim, Saheeh 
Bukhaaree, and other trusted and famous Islamic 
sources; those Ahaadeeth are related with authentic 
and good chains which cannot be repudiated, for they 
are related by so many narrators at each level of those 
narrations that it is impossible for them to have collud- 
ed together in order to fabricate a lie. 





It is established in Saheeh Bukhaaree and Saheeh Muslim 
that the Messenger of Allah # saw Paradise and the 
Hellfire during his night journey. 





And the Messenger of Allah # said, “The Hellfire 
complained to its Lord, saying, ‘O my Lord, part of me 
has consumed another part of me,’ and then Allah permit- 
ted it to take two breaths: one in the winter and one in the 
summer, and so the most bitter cold you find is from its 
cold, and the most severe heat you find is from its heat. So 
when it is hot, cool yourselves with the Prayer (i.e., delay 
it in the afternoon until the temperature cools down).” 


Abu Hurairah :& related that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “Paradise and the Hellfire debated. The Hellfire said, 
‘I have been favored with the arrogant and oppressive 
ones.’ Paradise said, ‘Why is it that only the weak ones 
from the people and their lower ones enter me, to the 
exclusion of others?’ Allah said to Paradise, ‘You are My 
Mercy; I have Mercy through you upon whomsoever I 
please from My slaves.’ And He & said to the Hellfire, 
“You are My Punishment: with you I punish whomsoever 
I please from My slaves. Each one of you has his fill.’ As 
for the Hellfire, it will not become filled until He # places 
His Foot on it, saying, ‘Enough, enough.’ Then will it 
become filled, as it withdraws into itself. And Allah does 
not wrong anyone from His creation. As for Paradise, 
Allah will create some created beings for it (and thus it 
becomes filled).” Related by Bukhaaree and Muslim, and 
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this wording is of the narration of Muslim. 


Anas # reported that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“Hellfire will continue to have (its dwellers) thrown into 
it, and it will say, ‘Are there any more?’ Until the 
All-Mighty places His Foot in it, and it withdraws into 
itself. It will say, 'Enough, enough, by Your Glory and 
Generosity. And there will continue to be extra space in 
Paradise until Allah creates some created beings for it, and 
makes them inhabit that extra space in Paradise.” (Bukhaa- 
ree and Muslim) 


However, what is mentioned above is contrary to what 
Abu Hurairah & related from the Prophet # in a Hadeeth 
found in Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree. In it, it is mentioned that 
Allah & creates for the Hellfire whomsoever He pleases, 
and then they are thrown into it. Then it will say, “Are 
there any more.” Some of the trusted retainers of 
Ahaadeeth have said, “This is a mistake on the part of 
some narrator; perhaps he became confused and mixed up 
the words, transferring the ruling for Paradise to the 
Hellfire.” And Allah knows best. 





If we suppose the above narration in Bukhaaree to be 
correctly memorized, it might mean that Allah & will test 
those people in Al-‘Arasaat (vast planes of the Day of 
Judgment) just as He will test others upon whom the proof 
was not established in the world. As for those who disobey 
from them, He will admit them into the Hellfire; and as for 
those who answer from them, He will admit them into 
Paradise, and that is because of the saying of Allah & : 


“And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to 
give warning)” {Qur’an 17:15} 


And the saying of Allah &: : 


“Messengers are bearers of good news as well as of warn- 
ing in order that mankind should have no plea against 
Allah after the (coming of) Messengers. And Allah is Ever 
All-Powerful, All-Wise.” {Qur’an 4:165} 


Some Attributes Of The People Of Paradise And 
Some Attributes Of The People Of The Hellfire 


We have previously mentioned the description of the 
people of Paradise at the time when they will approach it 
and enter it. Their form will become 60 arm-spans in 
length and 7 arm-spans in width. They will have no hair 
on their bodies, they will be Mukahhaleen (blackness in 
their eyelids as a part of their form and appearance, and 
not through the use of kohl), and they will each be 33 


years old. 


Anas ibn Maalik & reported that the Messenger of 
Allah # said, “The people of Paradise will enter Para- 
dise upon the height of Adam: sixty arm-spans upon 


the beauty of Yousuf, upon the birth of ‘Eesa — thirty 
three years (old), and upon the tongue of Muham- 
mad.” (Related by Abu Bakr ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 





In a narration related by Daawood ibn Al-Husain, Ibn 
‘Abbaas #% said, “The tongue of the dwellers of Paradise 
is Arabic.” 


In another narration, Abu Kareemah Al-Miqdaam Ibn 
Ma’dee-Karib 2 related that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “There is no person who dies Saqatan (i.e. in a 
miscarriage) or old age or between those two except that 
he will be raised upon the age of thirty and in another 
narration, thirty three. If he is from the dwellers of 
Paradise, he will be upon the...appearance of Yousuf and 
the heart of Ayyoob. He will be Murdan (no hair on his 
chin; this refers to his beauty) and Mukahhil (blackness in 
his eyelids as a part of his form and appearance, and not 
through the use of kohl). And whoever is from the people 
of the Hellfire will be made large and huge like the moun- 
tains.” In one narration, “Until the skin on one of their 
hands becomes 40 arm-spans (thick) and until a canine 
tooth from their canine teeth becomes like Uhud (a 
famous mountain in Madeenah).” Al-Baihaqee related the 
above through two chains, both of which have weakness 
in them. 


And it is established, that the people of Paradise eat and 
drink, though they do not urinate or defecate. Their food 
leaves them through their sweat, which will have a 
fragrance like musk Al- Adhfar. And their breaths will be 
Tahmeed (i.e. saying, ‘Alhamdulillah,’ all praise is for 
Allah), Takbeer (i.e. saying, ‘Allahu Akbar,’ Allah is the 
greatest), and Tasbeeh (i.e. saying, “Subhaanallah,’ how 
perfect Allah is!). 


And it also established that the first group from them will 
be upon the appearance of the moon; then those who 
follow them will be in splendor, upon the light of (the 
most) glistening star in the sky. They will have sexual 
intercourse, though they will not reproduce or have 
children unless they want to. And they will never die or 
sleep. That they do not sleep indicates the completeness of 
their life and the abundance of their pleasures — such as 
being served food and drink continuously. The more they 
advance in their eternal lives, the more they will increase 
in their beauty, splendor, youth, strength, and completion. 
And Paradise will increase for them in its beauty, splen- 
dor, fragrance, goodness, and light. And they will come to 
desire it ever more as it increases in honor, delight, and 


sweetness. 


Allah & said: 


“Wherein they shall dwell (forever). No desire will they 
have for removal therefrom.” {Qur’an 18:108} 


We have already mentioned that the very first person to 
enter Paradise from the children of Adam is the Messen- 
ger of Allah  , and he will be the highest of them in 
degree. And among the nations, his will be the first to 
enter Paradise. The first to enter Paradise from this nation 
is Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq #% . We also pointed out that the 
individuals of this nation are going to represent a large 
portion of the dwellers of Paradise: they will represent 
two- thirds of its dwellers. We have previously mentioned 
that, “The people of Paradise will be in 120 rows; this 
nation will make up 80 of those rows.” 


The Poor Ones From This Nation Will Enter Para- 
dise 500 Years Before The Rich Ones From It 


Abu Hurairah :& ascribed the following saying to the 
Prophet = : “The poor Muslims will enter Paradise 
half a day before the rich ones from them, and that is 


(equal to) 500 years.” (Al-Musnad, Jaamai’ At-Tirmid- 

hee, and Sunan Ibn Maajah) The chain of this narra- 

tion fulfills the conditions of Muslim. And At-Tirmid- 
hee said, ““Hasan Saheeh.” 





At-Tabaraanee related a similar Marfoo’ narration (one 
that is ascribed to the Prophet  ) from Abu Hurairah &, 


In the narration related by Muslim, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
, reported that the Messenger of Allah # said, “Verily, 
the poor Muhaajiroon will precede the rich ones on the 
Day of Resurrection by forty autumns.” At-Tirmidhee 
related a similar Marfoo’ narration from Jaabir ibn ‘Abdul- 
lah «& and he ruled that it is authentic. 


If the first narration is correctly memorized, then it is 
referring to the first of the poor ones and the last of the rich 
ones. And Allah & knows best. 


The First Three To Enter Paradise And The First 
Three To Enter The Hellfire 


Abu Hurairah # related that the Messenger of Allah & 
said, “The first three to enter Paradise and the first three to 
enter the Hellfire were presented to me. As for the first 
three to enter Paradise, they are the martyr, the owned 
slave who is not occupied away from obedience to his 
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Lord by the slavery of the world, and the poor one who is 
Muta‘affif (who abstains from the unlawful and from 
asking others), and who has dependents. As for the first 
three to enter the Hellfire, they are the ruler who is Musal- 
lit (i.e. who is given authority and becomes oppressive), 
one who is possessed of great wealth but does not fulfill 
the right of Allah in his wealth, and the poor person who 
is proud (boastful).” (Ahmad) At-Tirmidhee related it 
through a different chain and said, “Hasan.” But he didn’t 
mention the first three to enter the Hellfire. 


‘Tyaadh ibn Hammaad Al-Mujaashi‘ee # reported that 
the Prophet # said, “The people of Paradise are three: one 
who has authority and is just, giving charity, and being 
guided to good; a man who has a merciful heart to ever 
person of relation; a Muslim who is chaste and Muta‘affif 
(i.e., abstains from the unlawful and from asking others), 
and he has dependents. And the people of the Hellfire are 
five: The weak person who has no Zabar (i.e., no mind to 
prevent him from doing that which is inappropriate or 
forbidden), of those who are followers among you, 
desiring neither family nor wealth; the treacherous one, to 
whom no (opportunity of) greed appears except that he is 
treacherous regarding it; a man who does not enter upon 
the morning or evening except that he is deceiving you in 
your family or your wealth,” and he & mentioned miserli- 
ness — or lying, “and the one of bad manners who 
performs many wicked deeds.” (Muslim) 


Haarithah ibn Wahb # related that the Prophet # said, 
“Shall I not inform you about the dwellers of Paradise? 
Every weak person who is Mustad‘if (humble and 
unknown because he seeks little from the world) — were 
he to swear by Allah (to do something, for something to 
occur, etc.), Allah would answer him (and thus make his 
oath become fulfilled). Shall I not inform you about the 
dwellers of the Hellfire? Every Utullin (one who is harsh 
and severe in arguing for falsehood), Jawaadh (harsh and 
arrogant in his walking), haughty one.” (Bukhaaree and 
Muslim) 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr & related that the Messenger of 

said, “The dwellers of the Hellfire are every 
Ja’dharee (arrogant person who speaks harsh words), 
Jawaadh (haughty in the way he walks, and it is also 


said to mean one who has a lot of flesh), haughty one, 

Jammaa’ (gatherer and hoarder of wealth), Manna’ 

(one who prevents good). And the people of Paradise 
are the weak ones who are subjugated.” (Ahmad) 





Ibn ‘Abbaas 2 reported that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “The dweller of Paradise is he who filled his two ears 
with the good praises of people, and he hears them; and 


49 Chapter 1 


the dweller of the Hellfire is he who fills his ears with the 
evil praises of people, and he hears them.” (Related by 
At-Tabaraanee) Ibn Maajah related the same through a 
different chain. 


Ibn ‘Abbaas # related that the Messenger of Allah $} 
said, “I will inform you of your men from the dwellers of 
Paradise: the Prophet is in Paradise; the truthful one is in 
Paradise; the martyr is in Paradise; the man who visits his 
brother on the side of the city, not visiting him except for 
Allah, is in Paradise; and your women, who are beloved 
and fertile, are from the dwellers of Paradise — that woman 
who, when her husband becomes angry — goes to him, 
placing her hand upon him, and then saying, ‘I will not 
taste any sleep until you are pleased.” (Related by Al-Qa- 
adee Abu ‘Ubaid ‘Alee ibn Al-Husain) An-Nasaaee 
related a part of it through a different chain. 


We have already mentioned that in an authentic Hadeeth 
the Messenger of Allah # said, “I looked into Paradise, 
and I saw that most of its dwellers were the poor, and I 
looked into the Hellfire and saw that most of its dwellers 
were the rich.” 


Those Who Praise Allah ‘Azza Wa-jall (To Him 
Belongs Might And Majesty) During Both Good 
And Bad Times Are The First To Be Called On 
The Day Of Resurrection To Enter Paradise 


We have previously related the following Hadeeth, which 
Ibn ‘Abbaas 2 ascribed to the Prophet $ : “The first to 
be called on the Day of Resurrection are the Hammaadoon 
(those who praise Allah much), those who praise Allah in 
both good and bad times.” 


The People Of The nation Of Muhammad # Constitute 
The Greatest Number Of Dwellers In Paradise And They 
Are The Highest In Ranking And Degree 


The people of this nation constitute most of the dwellers 
of Paradise; they will be the richest therein, having the 
highest stations. And they are mainly from the early gener- 
ations of Islam, as Allah % said in describing the foremost 
ones: 


“A multitude of those (foremost) will be from the first 
generations (who embraced Islam). And a few of those 
(foremost) will be from the later generations.” {Qur’an 
56:13,14} 


And Allah % said about the people of the Right Hand: 


“A multitude of those (on the Right Hand) will be from the 
first generation (who embraces Islam). And a multitude of 
those (on the Right Hand) will be from the later genera- 
tions” {Qur’an 56:39,40} 


And it is established in Bukhaaree and Muslim that the 
Prophet # said, “The best of generations is my genera- 
tion; then those who follow them; then those who follow 
them; then there will be a people underneath the sun — or 
the sky — who will make vows but will not fulfill (them), 
who will bear witness without being asked to do so, who 
will be treacherous, and who will not be trusted.” 








The best of this nation are the Companions of the Messen- 
ger of Allah $ . Ibn Mas‘ood & said, “Whoever from you 
follows, then let him follow he who died: they are the 
Companions of Muhammad — those who possess the 
safest of hearts, the most knowledge, and who are least in 
affectation. Allah % chose them to be Companions of His 





Prophet “ and supporters of His Religion. So know their 
Status and follow them, for they were upon upright 
guidance. 


Some Narrations Which Mention That A Large Number 
Of People From This nation Will Enter Paradise Without 
Reckoning 


We have already related that 70,000 from this nation will 
enter Paradise without reckoning. And in Saheeh Muslim, 
“Along with every 1000, 70,000.” In the narration of 
Ahmad, “With every one, 70,000.” Here is that Hadeeth, 
with its different chains and wordings. 





Abu Hurairah : related that the Messenger of Allah & 
said, “A group from my nation, 70,000 in number, will 
enter Paradise (without reckoning), and their faces will be 
illuminated like the moon on the night of the full moon.” 
‘Ukkaasha ibn Maihsin stood and said, “O Messenger 
of Allah, invoke Allah to make me from them.” And so the 
Messenger of Allah $ invoked Allah to make him from 
them. Then a man from the Ansaar stood and said, “O 
Messenger of Allah, invoke Allah to make me from 
them.” The Messenger of Allah $ said, “ ‘Ukkaashah has 
preceded you to it.” (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 
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Ibn ‘Abbaas :&; related that the Prophet said, “The 
nations were presented to me. I saw a Prophet who had 
a group (of followers) with him; a Prophet who had a 
man with him; (a Prophet) who had two men with 
him; and a Prophet who had no one with him. Then a 
black (mass) (i.e. large group of people) was raised, 
and I thought they were the people of my Nation. Then 
it was said to me, ‘This is Moosa and his people, but 
look at the horizon.’ I looked and I saw a huge black- 
ness (i.e. a great many people, as one sees blackness 
when one is looking at a large group from a distance). 
Then it was said to me, “This is your nation, and with 
them are 70,000 who will enter Paradise with neither 
reckoning nor punishment.” The following is in this 
narration: “They are those who do not Yastarqoon 
(perform Ruqyaa upon themselves or ask others to 
perform Ruqyaa on them; Ruqyaa are Islamically 
legislated invocations which are read upon the sick), 
who do not Yatatayyaroon (do not allow pessimism or 
what they regard as bad omens to stop them from 
doing deeds), and who trust completely upon their 
Lord.” Then ‘Ukkaashah &; stood... 


In another narration, ‘Imraan Ibn Al-Husain & 
reported that the Prophet ; said, “70,000 from my 
nation will enter Paradise with neither reckoning nor 
punishment.” It was said, “Who are they?” He 
“They are the ones who do not Yaktawoon (who do not 
cauterize wounds), who do not Yatatayyaroon (do not 
allow pessimism or what they regard as bad omens to 
stop them from doing deeds), and who trust completely 
upon their Lord.” (Muslim) Muslim related it again 
through another chain. And ‘Aasim related it through 
Razeen ibn Mas‘ood, with a chain that fulfills the 
conditions of Muslim ibn Al-Hajjaaj. 





Abu Umaamah # related that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah $ say, “My Lord promised me that 70,000 from my 
nation will enter Paradise (without reckoning), and with 
each 1000 (from them), 70,000 — with no accountability 
upon them and no punishment...” (Related by Hishaam 
ibn ‘Ammaar, the Khateeb of Damascus and by Abu Bakr 
ibn Abee Shaibah, and the wording is his) Abu Bakr Ibn 
Aasim and At-Tabaraanee related the same, each with his 
respective chain. 








Allah & said: 


“And march forth in the way (which leads to) forgiveness 
from your Lord, and for Paradise as wide as are the 


heavens and the earth, prepared for Al-Muttaqoon (the 
pious)” {Qur’an 3:133} 


And Allah 8% said: 


“Race with one another in hastening towards forgiveness 
from your Lord (Allah ), and Paradise the width whereof 
is as the width of the heavens and the earth, prepared for 
those who believe in Allah and his Messengers. That is the 
Grace of Allah which he bestows on whom He is pleased 
with. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty.” {Qur’an 
57:21} 


And Allah & said: 


“And fear the Fire, which is prepared for the disbelievers” 
{Qur’an 3:131} 


And Allah 8 said: 


“The Fire, they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon. 
And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will 
be said to the angels): ‘Cause Firaun’s (Pharaoh) people to 
enter the severest torment!’” {Qur’an 40:46} 


And Allah 8 said: 


“No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as 
a reward for what they used to do.” {Qur’an 32:17} 


Abu Hurairah #; related that the Prophet # said, “Allah 
says, ‘I have prepared for My righteous slaves that which 
no eye has seen, which no ear has heard, and which has 
not occurred to the heart of any human being...” He & 
then recited: 


“No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as 
a reward for what they used to do.” {Qur’an 32:17} 
(Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


From the Hadeeth of Maalik, the Messenger of Allah > 
said, “When one of you dies, his seating place (in the 
Hereafter) is presented to him in the morning and the 
evening. If he is from the people of Paradise, then (his 
seating place will be one that is for those who are) from 
the dwellers of Paradise. And if he is from the dwellers of 
the Hellfire, then (his seating place will be one that is for 
those who are) from the dwellers of the Hellfire. And it is 
said, ‘This is your place of sitting until Allah raises you on 
the Day of Resurrection.” (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


Ibn Mas‘ood #& said, “The souls of the martyrs are in the 
Hawaasil (shells or bodies) of green birds, going about in 


Paradise to wherever they please. Then they betake them- 
selves to lamps that are hanging from the Throne.” (Mus- 
lim) 


‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Ka’ab ibn a related from his 
father that the Messenger of Allah said, “Verily, the 
soul of the believer is in a bird that is ae to a tree in 
Paradise, until Allah returns it to its body on the Day that 
He raises him.” (Ahmad) 


Abu Hurairah & related that the Messenger of Allah 
said, “Paradise is surrounded by Al-Makaaraih 
(difficult deeds, such as having patience, performing 


good deeds, refraining from evil deeds, etc.), and the 
Hellfire is surrounded by desires.” 
(Bukhaaree and Muslim) 





In a Hadeeth related through Hammaad ibn Salamah, Abu 
Hurairah «&; reported the following, which he ascribed to 
the Prophet # : “When Allah created Paradise, He said to 
Jibreel, ‘Go and look at it...’” (This, like the other narra- 
tions mentioned in this section, proves that Paradise has 
already been created) 


And we already mentioned in another Hadeeth that, 
“When Allah created Paradise, He said to it, ‘Speak.’ And 
it said, ‘Indeed, the believers have succeeded.’” 


Abu Sa’eed & reported that the Prophet # said, “Para- 
dise and the Hellfire debated...” (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


Ibn ‘Umar # imputed this saying to the Prophet & : 
“Fever is from the emanation of Hell (i.e. from its heat).” 
(Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


Abu Dharr & imputed this saying to the Prophet $ : 

“When there is severe heat, cool yourselves with the 
prayer (i.e., delay it until the heat decreases in its severi- 
ty), for severe heat is from the heat of Hell.” (Bukhaaree 
and Muslim) 


The following is also related by Bukhaaree and Muslim: 
“When the month of Ramadan enters, the gates of 
Paradise are opened, and the gates of the Hellfire are 
closed.” 


We also mentioned that the Messenger of Allah $ saw 
Paradise and the Hellfire during his night j journey. And 
Allah & said: “And indeed he (Muhammad 2: ) saw him 
(Jibreel (Gabrial)) at a second descent (i.e. another time). 
Near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha (lote-tree of the utmost boundary, 
beyond which none can pass). Near it is the Paradise of 
Abode.” {Qur’an 53:13-15} 
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And in describing the Sidrat-ul-Muntaha, the Prophet > 
said, “Two external rivers and two internal rivers come 
out from its source.” He # mentioned that the internal 
ones are in Paradise. 


This is also related by Bukhaaree and Muslim: “Then he 
will be admitted to Paradise, and in it are rocks made of 
pearls. And its soil is musk.” 


Anas # related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“While I was traveling through Paradise, I came across a 
river, the two sides of which are domes of hollow pearls. I 
said, ‘What is this?’ He said, ‘This is Al-Kauthar, which 
your Lord gave you.”” (Muslim) 


And from the virtues of ‘Umar : is that the Prophet > 
said, “I was admitted into Paradise, and I saw a girl 
performing ablution beside a castle. I said, ‘Who are you 
for?’ She said, ‘For ‘Umar ibn Al- Khattaab.’ I wanted to 
enter the castle, and then I remembered your Ghairah 
(sense of honor; a noble Islamic characteristic).” ‘Umar 
, cried and said, “Will I have that Ghairah upon you, O 
Messenger of Allah?” (This Hadeeth is found in Bukhaa- 
ree and Muslim from Jaabir &; ) 


And the Prophet $} said to Bilaal :& , “I entered Paradise 
and I heard the noise of your shoes (footsteps) before me 
in Paradise, so inform me of the deed you performed for 
which you are most hopeful (of being rewarded for) in 
Islam.” He # said, “I have not performed any deed for 
which I hope for more benefit than this one: I do not 
perform a complete purification at any time during the 
night or day, except that I pray with that purification that 
which Allah has written for me to pray.” 


On the day of the eclipse prayer, he # informed his 
companions that Paradise and the Hellfire were presented 
to him, and Paradise came near to him. He # also said 
that he intended to take a bunch of grapes (from it), and 
that, had he taken it, “You would eat from it as long as the 
world remains.” 


Abu Hurairah :& related that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, “I saw ‘Amr Ibn ‘Aamir ibn Luhai Al-Khuzaa‘ee 
(Ibn Qum‘ah ibn Khunduf, a brother of the Banee Ka‘ab) 
drag his bowels in the Hellfire.” (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 


He # said in another Hadeeth, “And I saw in it the one of 
the Maihjan.” 


And the Messenger of Allah # said, “A women entered 
the Hellfire because of a cat which she confined until it 
died. She did not feed it or give it drink, and she did not 
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leave it to eat from the insects of the earth.” 


The Prophet $} informed us about a man who moved a 
thorny branch away from the path of passer-byes. He & 
said, “I did indeed see him finding shade with it in 
Paradise.” 


‘Imraan ibn Husain related that the Messenger of Allah & 
said, “I looked into Paradise and I saw that most of its 
dwellers are the poor, and I looked into the Hellfire, and I 
saw that most of its dwellers are women.” (Bukhaaree and 
Muslim) 


Anas 2; related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
“By the One Who has my soul in His Hand, had you 
seen what I saw, you would have laughed only a little, 
and you would have cried a great deal.” They said, “O 
Messenger of Allah, and what did you see?” He # said, 
“I saw Paradise and the Hellfire.” 


He # said that when a person who performs Wudoo 
(ablution) and makes the testimony of Tawheed after 
performing Wudoo, the gates of Paradise are opened for 


him; he may enter from whichever of them he pleases. 





Al-Baraa ibn ‘Aazib said, “When Ibraaheem, the son 
of the Messenger of Allah 2 , died, he # said, “He has a 
suckling nurse in Paradise.” (Bukhaaree) 


Abu Hurairah # related that the Messenger of Allah & 
said, “The children of the believers are in a mountain in 
Paradise. Ibraaheem and Sarah take care of them until He 
returns them to their parents on the Day of Resurrection.” 
(Related by Al-Baihaqee) 


There are many other narrations which indicate that 
Paradise and the Hellfire exist now and have been created; 
we related many of them with their chains and texts. And 
Allah & said: 


“And We said: O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in the 
Paradise and eat both of you freely with pleasure and 
delight, of things therein as wherever you will, but come 
not near this tree” {Qur’an 2:35} 


The majority of scholars hold that the Paradise mentioned 
above is the same Paradise that will be inhabited (in the 
Hereafter). Another group of scholars hold that it was a 
Paradise on earth, which Allah % created for him and then 
removed him from it. We discussed this at length when we 
mentioned the story of Adam . And we seek help from 
Allah & . 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr 2& related that the Mes- 
senger of Allah # said, “Verily, the poor 
Muhaajiroon will precede the rich ones on 
the Day of Resurrection by 40 autumns.” 
(Muslim) At-Tirmidhee related the same 
from the Hadeeth of Jaabir :& and ruled 
that it is authentic. 


In another narration from At-Tirmidhee, 
“by half a day — (equal to) five hundred 
years,” is mentioned. He related it from 
Abu Hurairah # , ruling that narration to 
be authentic; and from Abu Sa‘eed & , 
ruling that one to be Hasan. 


If this is correctly memorized — as At-Tir- 
midhee ruled it to be authentic — this is in 
relation to the first poor person to enter Para- 
dise and the last rich person to enter it (500 
years). The forty autumns is referring to the 
period between the last poor person to enter 
Paradise and the first rich one to enter it. 
And Allah # knows best. 


Al-Qurtubee pointed that out in At-Tadh- 
kirah, when he said, “That might refer to 
the different situations of the poor and rich 
ones.” This agrees with what we just men- 
tioned. 


Az-Zuhree said, “The speech of the dwell- 
ers of Paradise is (spoken) in Arabic. It has 
reached us that people will speak on the 
Day of Resurrection in Siryaantyyah. 
When they enter Paradise, they will speak 
Arabic.” 
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Allah’s Messenger “8 said, “There are eight gates to Jannah, including one called ar-Rayyan, 
s 2» . . 
which none enters except those who fast” (Al-Bukhari, Muslim). 


The Prophet #> was asked about the buildings of Jannah, so he said, “Its 
bricks are of silver and gold, mortared with pleasant musk and grav- 
eled with pearls and gems, and its flooring is saffron. Whoever 


enters finds solace, having no discomfort, and lives forever, 
neither [facing] death, nor growing old” (Ahmad, At-Tir- BUILDINGS 
midhi). 


Allah’s Messenger “8 said, “Verily, in Jannah 
there is a tree which a mounted rider could 
pass under its shade for one hundred years 

without traversing it” (Al-Bukhari, 
Muslim). 


Allah’s Messenger # said, “Verily, in 

Jannah there are seas of water, honey, 
milk, and wine, from which the RIVERS 
rivers flow” (At-Tirmidhi). 


Allah’s Messenger “> said, “The pa- 
vilion [in Jannah] is a hollowed 
pearl, thirty miles high into the 

sky, and each of its segments con- PAVILIONS 
tains a wife for the believer, a wife 
whom others [in the pavilion] 
cannot see” (Al-Bukhari, 
Muslim). 





JANNA“ 


Allah %& said, 


Allah’s Messenger # said, “They 
do not urinate, defecate, spit, or PEOPLE 


expel nasal mucus. Their combs are 
golden. ‘Their sweat is musk. Their 


censers are fueled by incense. Their 
wives are al-Hur al-‘In. They will be u : 
of one character and in the image of That is Jannah, 
Adam, sixty cubits tall” (Al-Bukhari, which We give to Our 
Muslim). 
slaves who were 
pious” 


(Maryam 63). 


Allah’s Messenger # said, “The wives of 
Jannah will sing A. their husbands with the 
most beautiful voices, which no one has ever 
heard before. ‘They will sing, ‘We are beautiful 
and good, wives of honored men who observe 
with comforted eyes.’ They will also sing, “We are 
immortal and never die, trusted and never betray, 
staying and never leaving” 


(At-Tabarani). 
MARKET 


Allah’s Messenger # said, “In Jannah there is a market, which 
the people go to every Jumu’ah. A northerly wind comes there and 
touches their faces and clothing, so they increase in beauty. They then 

return to their families to find them also more beautiful. Their families 
will say to them, ‘By Allah, you have increased in beauty,’ to which they will 
respond, ‘And by Allah, you have also increased in beauty” (Muslim). 
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When we have to choose between the two 
paths hellfire or paradise, the path which leads 
to Paradise (jannah) isn’t easy. While walking, 
you will realize that the path is full of obsta- 
cles which would stop you midway, which 
would make you fall hard but, isn’t the true 
believer the one who after falling, rise up with 
his iman for the sake of Rabbil A’lameen 
seeking His pleasure only. 


Few deeds in the way of Allah (Fi Sabilillah) 
are better than the world and that which is in 
it, and the smallest thing in Paradise is better 
than the world and that which is in it. 


He & said, “An excursion during the begin- 
ning of the day in the way of Allah or an excur- 
sion at the end of the day (in the way of Allah) 
is better than the world and that which is in it. 
The length of one of your arms or the place 
where one’s foot (stands on in Paradise) is 
better than the world and all that is in it. And 
were a woman from the women of Paradise to 
appear to the inhabitants of the heavens and 
the earth, she would have illuminated what is 





between them (between the heavens and the 
earth) and she would have filled what is 
between them with fragrance. And her Naseef 
- meaning her veil — is better than the world 
and all that is in it.” (Sahih al-Bukhari) 


Narrated by Abu ‘Abs 2&3: 


(who is ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Jabir) Allah’s 
Messenger # said, “Anyone whose both feet 
get covered with dust in Allah’s Cause will not 
be touched by the (Hell) fire.” (Sahih 
al-Bukhari) 


Narrated by ‘Abdullah bin Abi ‘Aufa &: 
Allah’s Messenger $ said, “Know that 
Paradise is under the shades of swords.” 
(Sahih al-Bukhari) 

Narrated by ‘Abdullah bin Masud &: 

I asked Allah’s Messenger $, “O Allah’s 


Messenger! What is the best deed?” He ($) 
replied, “To offer the prayers at their early 





Stated fixed times.” I asked, “What is next in goodness?” 
He (2) replied, “To be good and dutiful to your parents.” 
I further asked, “what is next in goodness?” He (2) 
replied, “To participate in Jihad in Allah’s Cause.” I did 
not ask Allah’s Messenger (+) anymore and if I had 
asked him more, he ($>) would have told me more. (Sahih 
al-Bukhari) 


Narrated by ‘Aisha &: 


(That she said), “O Allah’s Messenger 2! We consider 
Jihad as the best deed. Should we not fight in Allah’s 
Cause?” He % said, “The best Jihad (for women) is 
Hajj-Mabrur (i.e. Hajj which is done according to the 
Prophet’s tradition and is accepted by Allah).” (Sahih 
al-Bukhari) 


Narrated by Abu Huraira &: 


A man came to Allah’s Messenger # and said, “Instruct 
me as to such a deed as equals Jihad (in reward).” He $ 
replied, “I do not find such a deed.” Then he added, 
“Can you, while the Muslim fighter is in the battle-field, 
enter your mosque to perform prayers without cease and 
fast and never break your fast?” The man said, “But who 
can do that?” Abu-Huraira # added, “The Mujahid (i.e. 
Muslim fighter) is rewarded even for the footsteps of his 
horse while it wanders bout (for grazing) tied in a long 
rope.” (Sahih al-Bukhari) 


Narrated by Abu Huraira &: 


I heard Allah’s Messenger # saying, “The example of a 
Mujahid in Allah’s Cause and Allah knows better who 
really strives in His Cause is like a person who fasts and 
prays continuously. Allah guarantees that He will admit 
the Mujahid in His Cause into Paradise if he is killed, 
otherwise He will return him to his home safely with 
rewards and war booty.” (Sahih al-Bukhari) 


Narrated by Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri &: 


Somebody asked, “O Allah’s Messenger #! Who is the 
best among the people?” Allah’s Messenger $ replied “A 
believer who strives his utmost in Allah’s Cause with his 
life and property.” They asked, “Who is next?” He = 
replied, “A believer who stays in one of the mountain 
paths worshipping Allah and leaving the people secure 
from his mischief.” (Sahih al-Bukhari) 


Narrated Abu Huraira 4%: 


The Prophet # said, “Whoever believes in Allah and His 


messenger, offers prayer (salah) perfectly and fasts the 
month of Ramadan, will rightfully be granted Paradise by 
Allah, no matter whether he fights in Allah’s Cause or 
remains in the land where he is born.” The people said, “O 
Allah’s Messenger +! Shall we inform the people with 
this good news?” He # said, “Paradise has one-hundred 
grades (levels) which Allah has reserved for the Mujahi- 
din who fight in His Cause, and the distance between each 
of two grades is like the distance between the Heaven and 
the Earth. So, when you ask Allah (for something), ask for 
Al-firdaus which is the best and highest part of Paradise.” 
(i.e. The sub-narrator added, “I think the Prophet # also 
said, ‘Above it (i.e. Al-Firdaus) is the Throne of the 
most-Beneficent (i.e. Allah), and from it originate the 
rivers of Paradise.’”) 


(Sahih al-Bukhari) 


Among the paths of Paradise Jihad fi Sabilillah (Jihad in 
the path of Allah) is the hardest and toughest one but it is 
the path that can take you directly to paradise (Jannah) 
avoiding death, life of the grave etc. 


Allah Almighty Said about Martyrs when they die: 


“And do not say about those who are killed in the way of 
Allah, ‘They are dead.’ Rather, they are alive, but you 
perceive [it] not.” {Quran 2: 154} 


In Sahih Muslim it is reported: 


“The souls of the martyrs are inside green birds and move 
about in Paradise wherever they wish. Then, they take 
refuge in lamps that are hanging under the Throne (of 
Allah). Your Lord looked at them and asked them, ‘What 
do you wish for’ They said, ‘What more could we wish for 
while You have favored us with what You have not 
favored any other of your creation’ He & repeated the 
question again. When they realize that they will be asked 
(until they answer), they said, ‘We wish that You send us 
back to the earthly life, so that we fight in Your cause until 
we are killed in Your cause again,’ (because of what they 
enjoy of the rewards of martyrdom). The Lord % then 
said, ‘I have written that they will not be returned to it 
(earthly life) again.”” 


“And never think of those who have been killed in the 
cause of Allah as dead. Rather, they are alive with their 
Lord, receiving provision, Rejoicing in what Allah has 
bestowed upon them of His bounty, and they receive good 
tidings about those [to be martyred] after them who have 
not yet joined them - that there will be no fear concerning 
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them, nor will they grieve. They receive good tidings of 
favor from Allah and bounty and [of the fact] that Allah 
does not allow the reward of believers to be lost.” { 
Qur’an 3: 169-171} 


Ibn Kathir wrote in his famous tafsir regarding the Virtues 
of the Martyrs; 


Allah states that even though the martyrs were killed in 
this life, their souls are alive and receiving provisions in 
the Dwelling of Everlasting Life. 


In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Masruq said, “We 
asked ‘Abdullah ; about this Ayah, 


(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of 
Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they have 
provision.) 


He «& said, ‘We asked the Messenger of Allah the same 
question and he # said, 


“Their souls are inside green birds that have lamps, which 
are hanging below the Throne (of Allah), and they wander 
about in Paradise wherever they wish. Then they return to 
those lamps. Allah looks at them and says, ‘Do you wish 
for anything’ They say, ‘What more could we wish for, 
while we go wherever we wish in Paradise’ Allah asked 
them this question thrice, and when they realize that He 
will keep asking them until they give an answer, they say, 
‘O Lord! We wish that our souls be returned to our bodies 
so that we are killed in Your cause again.’ Allah knew that 
they did not have any other wish, so they were left.” 


There are several other similar narrations from Anas 4#% 
and Abu Sa‘id :&. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas :&; said that the Messen- 
ger of Allah # said, 


“No soul that has a good standing with Allah and dies 
would wish to go back to the life of this world, except for 
the martyr. He would like to be returned to this life so that 
he could be martyred again, for he tastes the honor 
achieved from martyrdom.” (Muslim collected this 
Hadith.) 


In addition, Imam Ahmad recorded that, Ibn ‘Abbas g 
said that the Messenger of Allah # said, 


“When your brothers were killed in Uhud, Allah placed 
their souls inside green birds that tend to the rivers of 
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Paradise and eat from its fruits. They then return to golden 
lamps hanging in the shade of the Throne. When they 
tasted the delight of their food, drink and dwelling, they 
said, ‘We wish that our brothers knew what Allah gave us 
so that they will not abandon Jihad or warfare.’ Allah & 
said, ‘I will convey the news for you.” - then Allah % 
revealed these and the following Ayat, 


(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of 
Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they have 
provision.) 


Qatadah, Ar-Rabi’ and Ad-Dahhak said that these Ayat 
were revealed about the martyrs of Uhud. 


Abu Bakr Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdul- 
lah & said, “The Messenger of Allah # looked at me one 
day and said, ‘O Jabir! Why do I see you sad’ I said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah $! My father was martyred and left 
behind debts and children.’ He $ said, 


(Should I tell you that Allah never spoke to anyone except 
from behind a veil However, He spoke to your father 
directly. He said, “Ask Me and I will give you.’ He said, ‘I 
ask that I am returned to life so that I am killed in Your 
cause again.’ The Lord, Exalted He be, said, ‘I have 
spoken the word that they shall not be returned back to it 
(this life).’ He said, ‘ʻO Lord! Then convey the news to 
those I left behind.’) Allah revealed, 


(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of 
Allah...)” 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas & said that the 
Messenger of Allah # said, 


“The martyrs convene at the shore of a river close to the 
door of Paradise, in a green tent, where their provisions 
are brought to them from Paradise day and night.” 


Ahmad and Ibn Jarir collected this Hadith, which has a 
good chain of narration. It appears that the martyrs are of 
different types, some of them wander in Paradise, and 
some remain close to this river by the door of Paradise. It 
is also possible that the river is where all the souls of the 
martyrs convene and where they are provided with their 
provision day and night, and Allah knows best. 


Imam Ahmad narrated a Hadith that contains good news 
for every believer that his soul will be wandering in 


Paradise, as well, eating from its fruits, enjoying its 
delights and happiness and tasting the honor that Allah has 
prepared in it for him. This Hadith has a unique, authentic 
chain of narration that includes three of the Four Imams. 
Imam Ahmad narrated this Hadith from Muhammad bin 
Idris Ash-Shafi‘i who narrated it from Malik bin Anas 
Al-Asbuhi, from Az-Zuhri, from ‘Abdur-Rahman bin 
Ka’b bin Malik that his father said that the Messenger of 
Allah # said, 


(The soul of the believer becomes a bird that feeds on the 
trees of Paradise, until Allah sends him back to his body 
when He resurrects him.) 


This Hadith states that the souls of the believers are in the 
shape of a bird in Paradise. As for the souls of martyrs, 
they are inside green birds, like the stars to the rest of the 
believing souls. We ask Allah the Most Generous that He 
makes us firm on the faith. 


Allah’s statement, (They rejoice in what Allah has 
bestowed upon them) indicates that the martyrs who were 
killed in Allah’s cause are alive with Allah, delighted 
because of the bounty and happiness they are enjoying. 
They are also awaiting their brethren, who will die in 
Allah’s cause after them, for they will be meeting them 
soon. These martyrs do not have fear about the future or 
sorrow for what they left behind. 


We ask Allah to grant us Sahada and Paradise. 


It was narrated from Abu Hurairah # that the Prophet 2 
said: 

“What do you say among yourselves about the martyr?” 
They said: “The one who is killed in the cause of Allah.” 
He said: “In that case the martyrs among my nation would 
be few. Whoever is killed in the cause of Allah is a martyr; 
whoever dies in the cause of Allah is a martyr; whoever 
dies of a stomach disease is a martyr; and whoever dies of 
the plague is a martyr.” 


Another chain narrates with the addition of “and the 
drowned is a martyr.” 


(Sunan Ibn Majah) 


Narrated by Abu Hurairah &: 
That the Messenger of Allah # said: “The martyr does 
not sense the touch of death except as one of you senses 


the touch of a (bug) bite.” 


(Jami’ at-Tirmidhi) 


Narrated by Anas bin Malik &: 


The Prophet > said, “Nobody who enters Paradise likes 
to go back to the world even if he got everything on the 
earth, except a Mujahid who wishes to return to the world 
so that he may be martyred ten times because of the digni- 
ty he receives (from Allah).” 


(Sahih al-Bukhari) 


Al-Miqdaam ibn Ma'dee Karib 2; related that the Messen- 
ger of Allah # said, “Verily, the martyr has six characteris- 
tics that are specific to him with Allah & : 


1) Allah forgives him at the first drop of his blood; 
2) He sees his seating place in Paradise; 

3) He is adorned with the garment of Imaan; 

4) He is protected from the punishment of the grave; 
5) He is safe from the greater terror; 


6) and the Crown of Dignity is placed on his head. One 
ruby from it is better than the world and all that is in it. 
And he will marry 72 wives from the Hoor Al-‘Een (fair 
maidens of Paradise, who have wide, beautiful eyes). And 
he will intercede for 70 people from his relatives.” 


(Ahmad, At-Tirmidee and Ibn Maajah related this 
Hadeeth, and At- Tirmidhee ruled it to be authentic.) 


Abu Hurairah # related that the Prophet # asked Jibreel 
about this verse: 


“And the trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the 
heavens and all who are on the earth will swoon away, 
except him whom Allah wills” {Qur’an 39: 68} 


He said, “They are the martyrs. Allah will raise them, and 
they will be girding on their swords around His Throne. 
Angels will come to them from the Mahshar (place of 
gathering for judgment) with superior mounts made of 
white rubies; the legs of those mounts will be of gold, 
their bridles will be of fine and thick silk, and their 
cushions will be of silk... They will travel in Paradise on 
their horses and they will say at the length of their excur- 
sion, ‘Take us so that we may see how Allah judged 
between His creation.’ Then Allah ‘Azza Wa-Jall (To Him 
belongs Might and Majesty) will laugh to them, and when 
Allah laughs to a slave, there is no reckoning for that 
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slave.” (Related by Ibn Abee Ad-Dunyaa) 
Narrated Samura #%: 


The Prophet # said, “Last night two men came to me (in 
a dream) and made me ascend a tree and then admitted me 
into a better and superior house, better of which I have 
never seen. One of them said, ‘This house is the house of 
the martyrs.”” (Sahih al-Bukhari) 


As for Allah’s statement, 


(Those unto whom the people said, “Verily, the people 
have gathered against you, therefore, fear them.” But it 
(only) increased them in faith) {Qur’an 3:173}, it means, 
those who threatened the people, saying that the disbeliev- 
ers have amassed against them, in order to instill fear in 
them, but this did not worry them, rather, they trusted in 
Allah and sought His help, 


(and they said: “Allah Alone is Sufficient for us, and He is 
the Best Disposer of affairs.””) 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas & said, 


(“Allah Alone is Sufficient for us and He is the Best 
Disposer of affairs for us.”’) 


“Ibrahim said it when he was thrown in fire. Muham- 
mad # said it when the people said, ‘Verily, the people 
have gathered against you, therefore, fear them.’ But it 
only increased them in faith, and they said, ‘Allah is 
Sufficient for us and He is the Best Disposer of affairs for 
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us. 
This is why Allah & said, 


(So they returned with grace and bounty from Allah. No 
harm touched them;) for when they relied on Allah, Allah 
took care of their worries, He confounded the plots of 
their enemies, and the Muslims returned to their land, 


(with grace and bounty from Allah. No harm touched 
them;) safe from the wicked plots of their enemies, 


(and they followed the pleasure of Allah. And Allah is the 
Owner of great bounty.) 


Al-Bayhaqi recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas & said about 
Allah’s statement, 


(So they returned with grace and bounty from Allah,) 
“The ‘Grace’ was that they were saved. The ‘Bounty’ was 
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that a caravan passed by, and those days were Hajj season 
days. Thus the Messenger of Allah # bought and sold and 
made a profit, which he divided between his Compan- 
ions.” 


Allah 8 then said, 


(It is only Shaytan that suggests to you the fear of his 
friends,) {Qur’an 3: 175} 


meaning, Shaytan threatens you with his friends and tries 
to pretend they are powerful and fearsome. Allah & said 
next, 


(so fear them not, but fear Me, if you are indeed believ- 
ers.) meaning, If Shaytan brings these thoughts to you, 
then depend on Me and seek refuge with Me. Indeed, I 
shall suffice you and make you prevail over them. 


Similarly, Allah & said, 


(Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant Yet they try to 
frighten you with those besides Him!) {Qur’an 39: 36}, 
until, 


(Say: “Sufficient for me is Allah; in Him those who trust 
must put their trust.”) {Qur’an 39:38}. 


Allah % said, 


(So you fight against the friends of Shaytan; ever feeble 
indeed is the plot of Shaytan.) {Qur’an 4: 76} and, 


(They are the party of Shaytan. Verily, it is the party of 
Shaytan that will be the losers!) {Qur’an 58: 19}, 


(Allah has decreed: “Verily, it is I and My Messengers 
who shall be the victorious.” Verily, Allah is All-Powerful, 
All-Mighty.) {Qur’an 58: 21} 

and, 


(Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause).) 
{Qur’an 22:40} and, 


(O you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) Allah, 
He will help you) {Qur’an 47:7}, and, 


(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers 
and those who believe, in this world’s life and on the Day 
when the witnesses will stand forth. The Day when their 
excuses will be of no profit to wrongdoers. Theirs will be 
the curse, and theirs will be the evil abode.) 


{Qur’an: 40: 51,52} 














It has been explained by the Holy Prophet 2 in the Tradition cited in Musnad-i Ahmad. “One, who 

enters the Next World with good deeds, is blessed by Allah with such a cheerful and joyful life that 

he never wishes to return to this world, but the case of a martyr is different. He does wish that he 

should again be sent to this world so that he may again enjoy the pleasure, joy and exultation that he 
felt at the time of laying down his life in the way of Allah.” 


Al-hamdu 1-illahi rabbi 1-‘alamin. 








